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PREFACE. 

The following work contains a relation of 
the principal events which are recorded in the 
Holy Scriptures, in the order of the inspired 
writers* with occasional explanations ana re- 
iftarks, and a concise account of the several pre- 
ceptive, prophetic and doctrinal books. From 
the regular and connected arrangement of the 
whole, and the division into lessons of a suita- 
ble length for recitation, it is believed that it 
will be found well adapted to the use of schools, 
in promoting that systematic study of the Bible 
which has hitherto been greatly neelected. It 
may, also, be profitably applied to uie improve- 
ment of scholars in reading ; to the edification 
of families, by assisting parents in their instruc- 
tions, and to the benefit of young perfons in 
general. That it may not, in any case, be adopt- 
ed as a substitute for the sacred volume, the ail- 
igent and attentive perusal of those chapters 
Kom which the facts are taken, and a thorough 
examinatipn of the bo^ks which are briefly no- 
ticed, are particularly recommended, in connex- 
ion with the study of the respective lessons 
which are here presented. 

It may be proper for the author, or rather 
compiler, to acknowledge the assistance which 
he has received from Kimpton*s Universal His- 
tory of the Bible ; the works of Prideaux, Cal- 



met. Home, Patrick and Lowtb, and the Binhop 
of Lincoln's Elements of Christian Theolog^^ 
the last of which has been freelj quoted in Uie 
account of the prophecies and epistles. 

He submits his labours to the inspection and 
decision of a candid and discerning public, who 
will, undoubtedly, do justice to his intentions, 
whatever may be the opinion which is enter- 
tained of the oaerits of his work. 
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THE SCHOLAR'S GUIDE, &c. 



LESSON I. 

Thb Holy Bible, coDtaining the scriptures of 
the old and new testaments is the most valuable 
and interesting of books» inasmuch as it reveals 
the character and attributes of the only living 
and true God ; his various dealings with the 
children of men ; the laws to which he requires 
their obedience; the doctrines which concern 
their welfare beyond the grave, and the way of 
salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ. It 
presents to our consideration and recommends 
for our improvement the histories both of na- 
tions and individuals, in which are exemplified, 
in the most impressive manner, the benefits that 
flow from a course of virtue and piety, and the 
sad effects of vice and ungodliness; it shews, in 
the liveliest colours, the vanity and comparative 
worthlessness of those temporal objects which 
naturally engage our affections and animate us 
in our pursuits, and, while it points out the 3ure 
way to everlasting life, it urges upon us motives 
of the most powerful kind, by which we may be 
persuaded to make the service of God our 
choice and our delight. 

The dd testament contains those sacred books 
which were composed previous to the birth of 
our Saviour, by the successive prophets and in- 
spired writers whom it pleased God to raise up 
from time to time through a period of more than 
one thousand years. These books were origin- 
ally written in the Hebrew language, and were 
1* 



divided by the Jews into three classes— the first* 
GODsistiDg of Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Num- 
bers, and Oeuteronomj, which they called, the 
Xatcr— the second, of Joshua, Judges, Ruth, the 
two books of Samuel, of Kings and of Chroni- 
cles, Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther, Job, Isaiah, Jere* 
miah. Lamentations, Ezekiet, Daniel »nd the 
twelve minor prophets from Hosea to Malachi 
inclusive, which thev called, collectively, the 
Prophets — and the third, of Psalms, Proverbs, 
Ecciesiastes and the Song of Solomon, to which 
they save the general name of the Pscdme, The 
first five books were composed by Moses, and 
are generally known by the title of the Fenta^ 
teuch. 

Genesis^ which derives its name from a word 
signifying eeneration ' or production, compre- 
hends a period of about two thousand three hun- 
dred and sixty nine-years from the creation. 
From this book we learn that God made the world 
and all that it contains in the space of six da^s. 
For wise and benevolent purposes, he determin*- 
ed to bring into being a new and an accounta- 
ble race of creatures, and, in the accomplishment 
of his plans, prepared for them a splendid and 
beautiful abode, filled and surrounded with all 
things that could minister to their comfort and 
their happiness. After reducing the confusion 
of chaos to harmony and order ; forming the 
light ; placing the firmament in the midst of the 
watets; establising the boundary of the seas; 
Covering the land with verdure and fruitfulness ; 
adorning the heavens with those bright lumina- 
ries which we now behold, and diffusing the 
principle of animal life through the earth, the 
ocean and the air^the Supreme Creator proceed- 



ed to make man in his own image, and to give 
him dominion over the fish of th^ sea, and over 
the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over 
all the earth, and over everj creeping thin^ that 
creepeth upon the earth. And the Lord God 
formed man of the dust of the ground, and breath- 
ed into his nostrils the breara of life, and man 
became a living soul. 

When the work of creation was finished, and 
all things bad been pronounced good, God rested 
from his labours on the seventh day, wherefore 
he blessed that day and hallowed it, and it be- 
came the duty of man to observe and keep it as 
the Sabbath of the Lord. The first created per- 
son, whose name was Adam, t eing made in pu- 
rity and holiness, was placed in a beautiful gar- 
den, called Bden, which was situated in some 
part of Asia, in order to dress it and to keep it, 
with perfect liberty to eat of the fruit of all the 
treel of the garden, save that of the tree of 
knowledge of good and evil, which he was pro- 
hibited from touching, under the penalty of 
death, in case of disot^dience. 

Adam being alone, it seemed good to the 
Lord to provide him a companion, and, accord- 
ingly* he took from him, while he slept, a rib, of 
which he made a woman, whose name was call- 
ed Eve, and she was given to the man for his 
wife. 

We' have no account of the length of time 
durins which Adam and Eve retained the di- 
vine favour and their own innocence; but it 
was, probably, very soon, that the woman was 
persuaded by the" serpent, who was the most 
artful of irrational animals, to violate the com- 
mand of her Maker. In compliance with his 
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suggestions she eat of the fruit of the forbidden 
tree, and gaye to her husband with her, who 
did, also, eat of the same. The sentence of la- 
bour and pain and death was then pronounced 
upon the transgressors, and the serpent was de- 
clared cursed above all cattle and every beast. 
The trembling offenders were, however, com- 
forted with the intimation of a future Saviour ; 
after which, thej were driven out from the »r- 
den, and there were placed at its entrance cher- 
ubim and a flaming sword which turned every 
way, to prevent their return and approach to 
the tree of life. 

LESSON 11. 

After the expulsion of Adam and Eve from 
Eden, there were born unto them^ two sons, the 
eldest of which was named Cain, and the young- 
est, Abel. These two brothers were exceeding- 
ly diverse in their characters ; and when they 
presented their sacrifices to the Lord, that whicn 
was brought by Abel was accepted, while the 
other was rejected. This excited, to a very high 
degree, the envy and malice of Cain,|ind he rose 
up against his brother, when tiiey were in the 
field, and slew him. The indignation of the 
Lord was thereby greatly provoked, and he pro- 
nounced a severe curse upon the murderer and 
sent him forth into the earth as a fugitive and a 
vagabond. And in order that none might lay 
violent hands upon him and kill him, he was dis- 
tinguished from all others by a peculiar mark 
which the Almighty himself stamped upon him. 
After this, he built a city which he called Enoch, 
from the name of his son, from whom descended 
Jabal, the father of such as d^ell in tents and 



of 9ttch as have cattle ; Juhal, wbo first invented 
and taaght the use of the harp and the organ, 
and Tubal Cain, the instructor of every artificer 
in brass and iron. — Adam, after the death of 
Abel, became the father of a third son, who was 
called Seth, and from him the scripture geneal- 
ogy which ends in J&sus Christ is reckoned. 

Seth was born when his father was an hun- 
dred and thirty years of age. The whole dura- 
tion of Adam's life was nine hundred and thirty 
years. Seth was nine hundred and twelve 
years old when he died. Enoch, one of his des- 
cendants, was an eminently holy man, and did 
not see death, being, at the aee of three hundred 
and sixty five years, translated into heaven. 
Methuselah, the son of Enoch, died at the age 
of nine hundred and sixty nine years, and was 
the oldest person of whom we have any account 
either in sacred or profane history. Methuse- 
lah was the father of Lamech and the grand- 
father of Noah. 

The persons who a^ mentioned as the des- 
cendants of Seth down to Noah are called the 
antediluvian patriarchs, and from the great age 
to which they lived their posterity became ex- 
ceedingly numerous. As the inhabitants of the 
earth thus increased, a general depravation of 
morals took place, and the whole world became 
filled with wickedness, insomuch that, as the 
sacred historian relates, it repented the Tiord 
that he had made man, and he resolved to des- 
troy the creatures which his hand had formed. 
We are not, however, to understand by this, 
that the event was unforeseen bv the Creator, 
or that he can be affected or influenced by the 
changeable passions which rule in the breasts of 
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mortals. In language, expressed after the man- 
ner of men, we are simply taught that God 
viewed his rational creatures as free and ac- 
countable beings, and that he could, in perfect 
justice^ and consistently with all his other at- 
tributes, yary his dealings with them according 
to the ^ood or evil of their conduct. 

But it happened that one family was found 
which did not participle in the wickedness that 
prevailed. Noah was a just man and perfect in 
his generations, and Noah walked with God. 
With him, therefore, a covenant of peace and of 
safety was established, and he was directed to 
build an ark, three hundred cubits in length, 
fifty cubits in breadth and thirty cubits in height, 
into which he was to enter with his wife and 
children* together with a certain number of ani- 
mals of every kind, that they mi^t be spared 
from the destruction which was about to take 
place. Noah, having done as he was command- 
ed, went into the ark with' his wife, his three 
sons, Shem, Ham and Japhetb, and their wives, 
and the appointed number of birds and of beasts, 
and of creeping things, two and two of all flesh 
wherein was the breath of life, and the Lord 
shut them in. This event happened in the six 
hundredth year of Noah's age, the seventeenth 
day of the second month, one thousand five 
hundred and fifty six years after the creation ; 
and on the same day, trie fountains of the great 
deep were broken up, and the windows of heav- 
en were opened, and the rain fell incessantly 
for forty days and forty nights, and the waters 
prevailed and were increased greatly upon the 
face of the whole earth, and the highest hills 
were covered, and every living substance which 
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remained upon the dry ground was destroyed, 
man and beast« the creeping things and the fowls 
of heaven. The time of the continuance of the 
waters upon the earth without any abatement 
was one hundred and fifty days, at the expira- 
tion of which they gradually decreased, and the 
ark rested, on the seventeenth day of the seventh 
month, upon a mountain called Ararat, that 
rises from the midst of a vast plain in Armenia, 
the top of which is now said to be inaccessible, 
both by reason of its great height and the snow 
which perpetually covers it. 

LESSON III. 

After successively sending forth a raven and 
a dove, Noah ascertained from the return of the 
latter with an olive leaf in her mouth that the 
waters were abated. He determined, however, 
to wait a few days longer, and at the end of a 
week he sent forth the dove again, and she re- 
turned to him no more. Upon this, ^e removed 
the covering of his dwelling and saw that the 
land was dry ; and, at the command of God, he, 
together with his family and all creatures that 
were with hira, went forth from the ark. Noah 
then built an altar to the Lord and offered burnt 
offerings, and it pleased God to say in his heart, 
that he would no more curse the ground and 
smite every living thing as he had done, but that 
seed time and harvest, cold and heat, summer 
and winter, day and night should not cease 
while the earth remained. 

The persons who were saved, having acknowl- 
^ged, in a suitable manner, their wonderful 
preservation, while millions around them were 
destroyed, received the blessing of their Maker, 
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who established his covenant of txf^rcj with 
them, and appointed the bow in the heavens to 
be a token of the same, that whenever it appear- 
ed in the cIouds> it might be considered as a 
pledge and an assurance that the waters should 
no more become a flood to destroy all flesh. 

After the event of the deluge, Noah applied 
himself to the concerns of husbandrv^ and from 
the fruit of the vineyard which he bad planted, 
he became drunken and lay uncovered in his 
tent. In this situation he was seen by Ham, 
who exposed and derided him; but his other sons, 
with filial reverence, threw a garment over him 
and thus concealed his infirmity and his shame, 
which conduct brought upon them the blessing 
of their father while Ham was subjected to his 
curse. Noah lived to the age of nine hundred 
and fifty years, when he died, just three hun- 
dred and fifty years from the time of his entering 
the ark. 

From the account of the children of the three 
sons of Noah, we learn that the posterity of Ja- 
nheth divided the Isles of the Gentiles ; that 
Nimrod the mighty hunter, who founded Baby- 
lon, the capital of Chaldea, was descended from 
Ham, as was, also, Ashur. who built Nineveh, 
and from whom Assyria derived its name, and 
that the posteritv of Shem extended their set- 
tlements generally to the east 

For the period of about one hundred years af- 
ter the deluge, the descendants of Noah possess- 
ed one common language ; but at the expiration 
of this time, when they were assembled togeth- 
er for the purpose of building a city and a tower, 
whose top might reach unto heaven, the Lord 
confounded them in their speech so that they 
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could not understand one another, in conse- 
quonce of which a separation of the families 
took place and they were dispersed through the 
earth. The work which thej had commenced 
was called Babel, a name, signifying confusion, 
and it is supposed to have been the origin of the 
celetNrated city of Babylon. 

We do not learn that any immediate revela- 
tion was made from God to man between the 
time of Noah's leaving the ark and the davs of 
Abraham, a period of about three hundred and 
sixty years ; but while the latter, who was the 
son of Terah, and descended in a direct line 
from Shem, dwelt in Haraq, with Lot his nephew, 
and Sarfii his wife, to which place they had 
been carried by his father from IJr of the Chal- 
dees, where they had previously resided, the 
Lord was pleased to renew his communications 
with mortals, and to signify his intention of se- 
lecting from the nations of the earth one family 
to be his peculiar and chosen people. He ap- 
peared unto Abraham and commanded him to 
depart from his country, and his kindred, and 
his father's house, and go into a land which 
would be shewn him, where he was destined to 
become a great nation, and to inherit a distin- 
guished blessing. This land was the country 
of the Canaanites, now called Palestine ', and, 
in obedience to the divine word, Abraham, with 
Lot his nephew, and Sarai, his wife, immediate- 
ly commenced his journey thither, bein^ at that 
time seventy five years old. This event is term- 
ed the call of Abraham, and happened two 
thottssHid one hundred and eighty three years 
after the creation. 

While Abraham was pursuing his course 
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through Canaan, there was a famine in the land, 
in consequence of which he went down into 
Egypt and remained there for a time. At length, 
he returned to Bethel, where he had before built 
an altar, and called upon the name of the Lord. 
In this place a strife happened between the 
servants of Abraham and those of Lot, whicb» 
however, was amicably settled, and a separation 
of the two companies was mutually agreed up- 
on. Lot choosing the plain of Jordan and pitch- 
ing his tent near Sodom, which was then distin- 
guished for the depravity of its inhabitants* 
while Abraham estaolished his dwelling in the 
plain of Mamre in Hebron. 

Soon after this a war commenced among ser- 
eral princes of the country, four kings asainst 
five; and in the consequences of the battle 
which ensued. Lot, with his family, was involv- 
ed, being taken prisoner by the conquerors, 
spoiled of his ^ods, and carried away captive, 
together with his household. Abraham, oii hear- 
ing of the occurrence, immediately armed his 
servants, to the number of three hundred, and 
pursued after the enemv, and recovered his 
nephew, with all the effects which had been 
seized. It was on his return from this expedi- 
tion that Melchizedek, priest of the Most High 
God and king of Salem, met him and Uessed 
him, to whom Abraham gave a tenth part of all 
that he had. 



LESSON IV. 

Abraham, having returned with success froBn 
the pursuit of those who had taken caf^tive bis 
nephew, the Lord again appeared to him und 
renewed the promise which had before been 
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made. He then, in order to confirm the faitii 
of the patriarch, directed him to prepare certain 
sacrifices by which they might enter into a for- 
mal covenant upon the occasion. This being 
done, Abraham fell into a deep sleep, during 
which it was revealed to him that he was not to 
expect an immediate fulfilment of the divine 
promise, for though he himself was to die in 
peace, and at a good old age, yfet his posterity 
were afterwards to sojourn and be afflicted in a 
strange country. It was, however, declared 
that at the expiration of four hundred years, 
the Almighty would both punish their oppress- 
ors, and establish his own people in the land 
which he had promised. Upon this communi- 
cation Abraham awoke ; and, iu ratification of 
the covenant, the Lord caused the symbol of his 
presence to appear before him. It consisted of 
a smoking furnace and a burning. lamp which 
passed between the pieces of the divided vic- 
tims and entirely consumed them. Ten years 
afterwards, Abraham, at the request of Sarai, 
took unto him her handmaid Hasar to wife, 
who bore him a son that he named Ishmael. Ha- 
gar, having conceived, seemed to consider this 
as a mark of the Lord's favour directed to her 
in preference to her mistress, whereby the latter 
became despised in her sight, which provoked 
the hatred of Sarai to such a degree that she 
treated Hagar with great severity, and thus 
caused her to flee from her presence into the 
wilderness. There, the angel of God found her 
and comforted her, and auer directing her to 
return to her mistress* foretold the multitude 
and the character of her posterity. Abraham 
was eighty six years old when Ishmael was 



\ 

born, and from the latter are descended the 
Arabs, who, as a people, answer te the declara- 
tion of the aneel ; — "He will be a wild inati 5 
his hand will be against every man and every 
man's hand against him, and ne shall dwell in 
the presence of all bis brethren.** 

When Abraham was ninety nine years old 
the Lord again appeared to him, and, having 
declared the Almighty character and perfec- 
tions, renewed the covenant with his servant, 
at the same time changing his name, which be- 
fore was Abram. He, also, instituted the ordi- 
nance of circumcision which has been ot^served 
by the descendants of Abraham even to the 
present day. At this time the name of Sarai 
was changed to Sarah, and she was told that 
^ she should be a mother of nations. 

The inhabitants of the cities of the plain, 
where Lot dwelt, had become exceedingly cor- 
rupt, insomuch that the Lord determined to de- 
stroy them. His intention in this respect he 
was pleased to make known to Abraham ; and, 
accordingly, he commissioned three angels, one 
of whom appears to have been the peculiar rep- 
resentative of Jehovah, to visit him as he sat at 
his tent door in the plains of Mamre. By these 
the promise of issue to Sarah was repeated, at 
which she manifested a great degree of surprise 
and incredulity; From the subsequent account 
It appears that two of the heavenly messengers 
then went on to Sodom while the other remain- 
ed with Abraham, and declared to him the di- 
vine intentions in regard to that corrupt city. 
The benevolent and pious patriarch interceded 
with his f jord for the place, and, at length, ob- 
tained a promise that if there could be found 



ten riehteous persons among its inhabiiaQts, it 
sboald be spared for their sake. There were 
not, however, so many ; and the two angels, 
having entered into the house of Lot, 'prepared 
to execute their awfui commission. Lot was 
commanded to depart from the city witli his 
family ; but it was in vain that he endeavoured 
to persuade his sons in law to accompany him. 
With his wife and two daughters, being hasten- 
ed by the angels, he fled towards the plain, but 
obtained favour, at his earnest entreaty, to stop 
at a place called Zoar. 

Then the Lord rained fire and brimstone upon 
Sodom and Gomorrah and destroyed all the 
people within them. Those places are suppos- 
ed to have stood where the Dead sea or lake 
Asphaltites is now to be seen. The wife of Lot, 
looking back, was turned into a pillar of salt. 
He, with his two daughters, afterwards went up 
out of Zoar and dwelt in the mountain, where 
he unconsciously became the parent of two 
sons, Moab and Ammon, from whom descended 
the Moabites and Ammonites who were always 
inveterate in their enmity to the children of 
Israel. 

After these events, Abraham removed towards 
the south country, and dwelt in Gerar, the king 
of which was Abimelech. Him he deceived in 
relation to his wife Sarah, declaring, through 
fear, that she was his sister, and thus exposing 
himself to great difBcoliies, from which, how- 
ever, the Lord mercifully delivered him. 

When Abraham was an hundred years old^ 
Ws son Isaac was born unto him of Sarah, and 
on the eighth day after his birth, his father cir- 
cumcised him agreeably to the command of God. 
2* 
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Soon after this, IshmaeU hayiog excited the an*- 
ger of Sarah, was, together with his mother, and 
against the will of Abraham, banished from his 
family. They went into the wilderness, where 
tne angel of God relieved them in their necessi- 
ties. Hagar, at length, took an Egyptian wo* 
man to be the wife of her son, andHhe became 
the father of twelve tribes, which in process of 
time dispersed themseires throughout the whole 
land of Arabia. In the mean time, Abraham 
entered into a friendly covenant with Abime- 
lech, in whose land he resided, and planted a 
grove and. erected an altar in a place which was 
afterwards called Beersheba, and there he in* 
yoked the name of the Lord» the everlasting 
God. 

LESSON V. 

Abraham had experienced many heavy afflic« 
tions in the course of his life, but he was now 
to be exposed to a trial far more severe than any 
thing which he had as yet endured. This was 
nothmg less than obedience to a command from 
heaven that he should slay his bek>ved son Isaac. 
But he did not hesitate in preparing himself for 
% compliance with the divine requisition. He 
took his son and his servants and went to the 
mountain of which God had told him, where, 
having made all things ready for the offering, 
he stretched forth his hand for the destruction 
of the victim. But he was permitted to proceed 
no farther. The Lord was satisfied with this 
proof of his faith, and provided a substitute 
"which was sacrificed in the room of Isaac. Af- 
ter this, the aneel of the Lord called again to 
Abraham out of heaven, confirming the divine 
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promise iii relation to his family, and declaring 
with reference to Christi the Saviour, that in 
his seed should all the nations of the earth be 
blessed. 

Sarah, the wife of Ahraham, having reached 
the age of an hundred and twenty seven jears^ 
was now removed from him by death. This 
event happened in Hebron, in the land of Ca- 
naan, where the sons of Heth then dwelt. Of 
these people, Abraham requested a place in 
which h^ might burj his dead, and thejr gene- 
rously offered Him the choice of their sepulchres. 
He insisted, however, upon a fair purchase, 
which he at length made of the cave of Mach- 
pelah, which was owned by Ephron the Hittite, 
of whom he bought it for four hundred shekels 
of silver ; antl there he buried Sarah. 

Not long after Sarah's death, Abraham called 
unto him his eldest servant, and required of 
him an oath, that he would not take for his son 
Isaac a wife of the daughters of the Canaanites, 
hut that he would go, for that purpose, to his own 
country and among his own kindred. The ser- 
vant, afterwards, made ready ten of his mas- 
ter's camels, and departed for the city of Nahor, 
the brother of Abraham. 1 n this place he found 
Rebekah, the daughter of Bethuel, the son of 
Nahor, who was persuaded, with the consent of 
^er parents, to accompany the man into the land 
of Canaan, where she became the wife of Isaac, 
who was, at that time, forty years old. 

Abraham lived to be an hundred and seventy 
five years old, when he died, and was buried 
^n the cave of Machpelah, leaving Isaac the 
<5ole heir of his possessions, although, by his 
other wives he had many children. After the 
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tlcath of Abrahain, the Lord blessed Isaac, and 
he became the father of two sons, whose names 
were Jacob and Esau, the latter of whom re- 
ceived the peculiar love of Isaac, and the for- 
mer that of Rebekah. The character of Esaa 
was that of a cunning hunter, a man of the field, 
))ut Jacob was a plain man, dwelling in tents. 
On a certain occasion, he purchased of his broth- 
er the birth right, for a mess of pottage, and 
thus laid the foundation of future contention 
and liatred. 

To avoid the effects'of a famine with which 
the land was afflicted, Isaac removed, with his 
family, into the country of the Philistines, and 
dwelt under the protection of Abimelech, at Ge- 
rar, where the Almighty appeared unto him and 
renewed the covenant which had been made 
with his father Abraham. In this place a strife 
arose between . the herdmen of Isaac and the 
inhabitants of the land concerning certain wells 
of water ; but the difficulty was amicably set- 
tled, and Isaac went up and dwelt in Beersbe- 
ba, where he entered into a covenant of peace 
and friendship with Abimelech, the king of the 
country. At this time, Esau, being forty years 
old, married the daughter of a Hittite, which 
was displeasing to both his parents. 

Isaac, having arrived at a great age, and 
wishing to bless his favorite son. according 
to the custom which prevailed among the an* 
cient patriarchs, directed him to go into the 
field and kill some venison, of which savoury 
meat might be made, such as his father lovedf, 
that he might eat thereof, and that his soul misht 
bless him before he died. Esau accordingly de- 
inarted, in compliance with his father's requesel 
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but Rebelcah, bis mother, having a partiality for 
Jacob, sent him imraediatel j to the flock for two 
kids, and when he returned with them she made 
savoury m^ht for his father. Then, clothing Ja- 
cob with the garments of Esau, and covering 
his hands and neck with skins, she directed 
him to carry the provision to Isaac, who not be- 
ing able to see, was deceived in the person of 
Ills SOD, and supposing htm to be Esau, did eat 
of that which was prepared, and gave him his 
dullest blessing. Soon after Jacob had gone out, 
iisau returned, and was deeply grieved and of- 
fended to find in what manner he had been 6up« 
planted by his brother. Isaac, also, trembled 
exceedingly, and was greatly distressed at the 
event ; but believing it to be the will of God, 
who bad providentially interfered in the case, 
that Jacob should inherit the blessing, he con- 
finaed what he had done, although Esau sought 
with prayers and tears to induce him to reverse 
the transaction. Esau, upon this, hated hia 
brother Jacob, and determined that when his 
father was dead, he would kill him. But by 
the advice of Rebekah and the subsequent di- 
rection of Isaac, Jacob left the country to go 
unto Padan aram, wher« Iiaban, his mother'^ 
brother dwelt, and from whose family he was 
commanded by his father to take a wife. It was 
on his journey thither, that he saw in a vision, 
as he slept upon the ground, with the stones 
for his pillow and the sky his covering, a ladder 
reaching from earth to heaven, and the angeU 
of God ascending and descending upon it. In 
this situation he received from the Lord a rati- 
fication of the blessing which had before been 
pronounced, together with a promise of divine 



Erotection and defence. When Jacob awoke, 
e dedicated to God a pillar of the stones upon 
which he had slept, and called the place Beth- 
el> that is» the house of God, vowing, at the 
same time, that of all that should be given to 
him ha would dedicate one tentli part thereof to 
his Aloiightj Bene&ctor. 

LESSON VL 

Jacob, after the vow which he had made, pro- 
ceeded on his journey and came into the land of 
the people of the east. There, while h^t stood 
by a well, conversing with certain persons wbp 
had come thither witn their flocks he first saw 
Rachel, the daughter of Laba n. To her be matje 
himself known, and she immediately t an and 
told her father. Laban, after this, engageil Ja- 
cob to remain in his service, and agreed to give 
him Rachel, his daughter, to wife, as a compeo- 
sation for seven years' labour. At the expira- 
tion of this period, when Jacob claimed his 
wife, Laban deceived him, and brought unto him 
Leah, nis eldest daughter, instead of Rachel. 
Upon the remonstrance of Jacob, however, 
he consented that he should have Rachel also 
provided he would continue in his service seven 
years longer. To this Jacob agreed, and thus 
became possessed of tu o wives, polygamy, at 
that time, being common in the east 

From the time of his marriage Jacob continu- 
ed with Laban thirteen years, and the Lord 
blessed them both in the increase of their (locks 
and their herds. At length, 4he sons of Laban 
became envtous of Jacob, and alienated the af- 
fections of their father from him. This deter- 
mined Jacob to leave the place and return to 



the land of Canaan. Taking, therefore, his 
wives and his children and his cattle, he de« 
parted without the knowledge of Laban, who, 
on the third day, pursued after him, but in coo- 
sequence of a vision from the Lord, he offered 
him no harm. After upbraiding Jacob for his 
secret removal, and searching, without success, 
for his imaees, which Rachel had stolen and 
concealed, he entered into a covenant of peace 
with him, and then returned to his own house. 
Jacob proceeded on his way, and the angels of 
God met him at a place which he called Maha* 
naim. Beginning at this time to feel some un- 
easiness from the apprehension of what his 
brother Esau might no unto him, he sent for- 
ward messengers to the latter to conciliate his 
favour. The messengers returned with infor- 
mation that Esau was coming to meet him with 
four hundred men. This intelligence greatly 
alarmed Jacob, and he immediately prepared 
a valuable present from his flocks and herds to 
be given to his brother. In the mean time, an 
aneel of God appeared unto him and wrestled 
with him, after which, he blessed him, and chang- 
ed his name from Jacob to Israel. 

When the two brothers met, they tenderly 
embraced each other, and Esau, having receiv- 
ed the present from Jacob, returned on his way 
to Seir. Jacob slowly proceeded on his journey 
to Soccoth, and from thence he removed to a 
place in the neighborhood of Shechem, where he 
bought a field of the children of Hamor, the 
king of the country, for an hundred pieces of 
money, and erected in it an altar, which he 
called £1 etohe Israel. Soon after his settle- 
ment in this place, the prince of Shechem 



brought dishonour upon his famil;^, in conse* 
quence of whichi Simeon and Levu two of his 
sonsy entered the city and slew all the male in* 
habitants, carried tiie rest away captive* and 
entirely spoiled the place. 

It was not the will of God that Jacob sbouUi 
continue where he had pitched hift tent; aDd,ia 
obedience to the divine command, he prepared 
to go up to Bethel, where he had seen the vision 
of the ladder, at the time when he fled from his 
brother. When he arrived at this place, Deb- 
orah, the nurse of Rebekidi, died, and she was 
buried under an oak. From Bethel, Jacob 
proceeded on towards his father's habitation, at 
Mamre, and after buryine his beloved Rachel by 
the way, who died at %e time Benjamin, his 
youngest son, was born, he arrrived in safety atj 
Hebron. Near this period, Isaac, his father* be< 
ing one hundred and eishty ^ears old, died, and 
Esau and J^tcob, with fiUal piety, buried himu 

The SODS of Jacob were twelve, eleven of 
which were born unto him of his two wives, and 
his two concubines Bilhah and Zilpah, while he 
remained with Laban in Padan aram, but onlj 
two of the whole number, Joseph and Benjamin, 
were the sons of Rachel. Their names were 
Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar,ZebuIao, 
Dan, Napthali, Gad, Asher, Joseph and Benja- 
min. Of these, Joseph was the dearest in bis 
father's affections and distinguished by manj 
tokens of his partiality, among which was a 
coat of many colours. When Joseph was seven- 
teen years old, he bad two remarkable dreams 
which indicated his future superiority over his 
brethren. These, being related, gave great of 
fence to the older sons of Jacob, and excitsd 



their envj and hatred. It happened, soon after, 
that the ten brethren went to a distant place in 
order to find pasture for their flocks; and, oa 
Joseph's visiting them, by direction of his fa- 
ther, to inquire after their welfare, they resolved 
to kill him that his dreams might not be fulfilled. 
But God frustrated their wicked purpose by en- 
kindling the flame of fraternal affection in the 
breast of Reuben, at whose persuasion they 
stripped Joseph of his many coloured coat, and, 
instead of slaying him, put him into a pit, in 
which there was no water It was the design 
of Reuben to deliver him from this place, and 
restore him, in safety, to his father. But, dur- 
ing his absence, a company of Ishmaelitish mer- 
chantmen passed by, and, at the instance of Ju- 
dab» Joseph was taken out of the pit and sold 
to the strangers for twenty pieces of silver. 
The sons of Jacob then dipped the coat of Jo- 
seph in the blood of a kid, and carried it to their 
father, thus leading him into the sorrowful be- 
lief, that his beloved child had been slain by a 
wild beast, and the good old man mourned for 
his son many days. But Joseph was carried 
into Egypt, and sold to Potiphar, a captain of 
Pharaoh's guard. 

LESSON VII. 
While Joseph was in the house of Potiphar, 
he was greatly prospered by the Lord and nieh- 
ly favoured by his master, who was blessed for 
Joseph's sake, and who gave to him the oversight 
of all that he had. But, ^ the wickedness and 
falsehood of Potiphar's wi^, be became depriv- 
ed of his honour and*his place, and was cast in- 
to prison. The Lord, however, did not forsake 
3 
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him, but gave him favoar in the sight of the 
keeper of the prison, who committed to his 
charg;e the other prisoners, and, bj many acts 
of kindness alleviated his afflictions. 

At this time, there were in confinement with 
Joseph two of the servants of Pharaoh, king 
of Egypt, the chief butler and the chief baker. 
These persons, being troubled with certain 
dreams, which had happened to them on one 
and the same night, made known the cause of 
their sadness to Joseph, who interpreted their 
dreams, as signifying the restoration of the 
chief butler to his office and the execution of the 
chief baker ; and in this way they were strictly 
fulfilled. Joseph requested the' chief butler to 
remember him when he should be reinstated in 
his honours ; but, amidst the splendour and pro- 
fusion of a court, he forgot the inmate and the 
wretched ness of a dungeon. 

At the end of two years, the mind of the 
monarch was greatly disturbed by certain 
dreams, in which he saw, in a meadow, seven 
well favoured and fat fleshed kine devoured by 
seven other kine that were lean fleshed and ill 
favoured ; and, also, seven ears of corn, rank 
and good, devoured, in like manner, by seven 
^ thin and blasted ears. In the morning, rharaoh 
sent for all the magicians and wise men of 
Egypt to explain his dreams, but thev were un- 
able to give him any satisfaction, "then it was 
that the chief butler remembered Joseph, and 
immediately acquainted his master with the 
circumstances which had taken place in the 
prison relative to himself and the chief baker. 
Upon this, Pharaoh caused Joseph to be brought 
into his presence andmadt kaowa tohimnis 
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dreams. The pious Hebrew, who had been in- 
stracted br his God in the answer which he was 
to give, faithfully interpreted the visions of the 
monarch, declanng the seven well favoured ox- 
en and the seven good ears to signify seven 
years of great plenty, and the seven ill favoured 
oxen and the seven blasted ears to denote seven 
years of general and severe famine. At the 
same time, he recommended to Pharaoh to ap- 
point certain officers who might gather the food 
of the good years and lay it by for the use of the 
people when the famine should come upon them. 

The admiration and astonishment of Pharaoh 
were greatly excited by the wisdom of Joseph, 
and he not only freed him from his bonds, but 
raised him to great power and made him the 
second person in the kingdom. And Joseph 
gathered together all the corn that he was able 
to procure while the years of plenty continued, 
and thus made preparation for the support of 
the people during the approaching famine. 

Joseph was thirty years of age when he first 
stood before Pharaoh ; and he had given him to 
wife Asenath, the daughter of Potiphe rah, priest 
of On, by whom he had two sons, Ephraim and 
Manasseh. 

The seven years of plenty having expired, 
the predicted famine commenced, and prevailed 
throughout the whole earth, and the inhabitants 
of all countries resorted to Egypt to buy corn. 
Thither, also, came the ten sons of Jacob for 
the same purpose, and humbly prostrated them- 
selves at the feet of that brother whom twenty 
J ears before they had sold as a slave. When 
oseph saw his brethren, he immediately knew 
them, and charged them with being spies, but 



the J did not recognize him. Having vindicated 
themselves against his accusation, and candidly 
stated the number and circumstances of their 
father's family, they received permission to re- 
turn home with a supply of corn for their fami- 
lieSy upon condition that they would, on their 
next journey to Kgypt, cause their brother Ben- 
jamin to accompany them. Simeon was de- 
tained in bonds as a surety for their compliance 
with this requisition. As the ten brethren were 
proceeding on their way to Canaan, one of them 
discovered that his money had not been receiv- 
ed for his provisions, but was placed in the 
mouth of his sack. This gave them great con- 
cern, and when they arrived at their habitation 
and had related to their father all things that 
had befallen them, they found, to their extreme 
surprise, that the whole of their money had been 
brought back from Egypt. Jacob was much af- 
flicted by the events which had taken place, 
and, at first, positively refused his consent that 
Benjamin should go down with them. Upon 
the entreaties and arguments of his children, he, 
however, gave, at length, his permission, and 
the eleven, with a present for the governor, and 
double money in their hands, in order to rectify 
the mistake which they supposed had been 
made, departed again for Egypt. When they 
arrived, Joseph received them with great kind- 
ness and hospitality, and released Simeon trom 
his confinement. He was deeply affected at 
the sight of his brother Benjamin ; and, at a sub- 
sequent entertainment which he made, distin- 
guished him by a peculiar mark of his favour. 
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LESSON VIIL 
When the sons of Jacob were prepared to re- 
turn to their own country, Joseph commanded 
his servant to put his silver cup into the sack of 
BeDJamin ; and, as soon as they were gone out 
of the city, he caused them to be pursued and 
arrested upon a charge of stealing his goods* 
Conscious of their innocence but trembling for 
the issue, they unloaded their asses and per- 
mitted their sacks to be searched for the cup, 
which, to their utter astonishment, was found in 
the possession of their youngest brother. With 
heavy hearts they returned to the city ; and, 
being come into Joseph's house, Judah, in strains 
of the most touching eloquence, supplicated the 
governor in behalf of Benjamin. This, indeed, 
was what Joseph wished ; and when he had thus 
made proof of their affection for his brother, he 
refrained himself no Longer, but, causing the 
Egyptians, who were present, to retire, made 
himself known to his brethren, saying, I am Jo- 
seph your brother, whom ye sold into Egypt. 
Nothing could exceed their consternation and 
surprise at so unexpected a discovery. But 
Joseph soon dispersed their fears and establish- 
ed their confidence ; and, after directing them 
to return to their father, and to bring him, with 
his household, into Egypt, to be nourished dur- 
ing the five vears of famine which were yet to 
be fulfilled, lie loaded them with ^fts, and dis- 
missed them, with kind and suitable advice, 
from his presence. The joyful intelligence was 
soon conveyed to the venerable patriarch that 
his favourite son, for whose supposed death he 
had so long mourned, was alive, and that it was 
he who was governor over all the land of Egypt. 

3* 
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He was almost overcome with the news, but re- 
solved, at once to go and see his child before he 
died. This resolution was soon accomplished, 
and Jacob, with his sons and their families, de- 
parted for Egypt. Joseph, in his chariot, went 
up to meet his father, at Goshen, and there they 
indulged in alt the tenderness of parental and 
filial affection. At the request of Joseph, Jacob 
and his family were permitted to settle in the 
land of Goshen, where the former kindly nour- 
ished and supported them. 

The famine continued, after this, with great 
severity, and Joseph purchased of the Egyp- 
tians, for corn, after their money was spent, all 
their flocks and herds together with their lands 
and their persons. Jacob lived in Egypt seven- 
teen years ; and having received from Joseph 
an oath that he would bury him in the sepul- 
chre of his fathers, in the field which Abraham 
bought of Ephron the Hittite, he proceeded to 
give his blessing to Manasseh and Ephraim, the 
two sons of Joseph, placing the youngest before 
the eldest; after which, he blessed all his sons 
in order, predicting the future advent of the 
Messiah from the line of Judah. Having con- 
cluded his blessing, he repeated the charge which 
he had given to Joseph respecting his burial, 
and then gave up the ghost, being one hundred 
and forty seven years old. Joseph caused his 
father to be emoalmed by the physicians; and 
after the days of mourning were ended, he went 
up to bury him as he had promised, being ac- 
companied not only by his brethren, but by the 
servants of Pharaoh, a very great company of 
chariots and horsemen. And when they came 
to a place which was afterwards called Abel 
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mizraim, they there renewed their mourning for 
Jacob, and continued it seven days. When 
these were ended, they buried him^ as he had 
g;i?en them in charge, and returned to Egypt, 
where Joseph lived, in great favour with the 
king and the people, to the age of one hundred 
and ten years, when he died, having declared to 
his brethren, in the spirit of prophecy, that God 
would visit them, and that they should carry up 
his bones from thence. And he was embalqaed 
and put in a coffin in Egypt. 

REMARKS. 

1. It has been objected to the fact of our first 
parents* eating the forbidden fruit, that the con- 
dition was of too trifling and unimportant a ma- 
ture for the consequences which were made de- 
pendent upon it. But it is to be considered 
that such was the character and situation of 
man, when in paradise, that he could npt be ex- 
posed to a violation of any of those laws which 
are now called moral. The prohibition under 
which he was placed was sufficient to try his 
obedience, and this was what the Almighty in- 
tended by it. 

2. The distinction which was made between 
the sacrifice of Abel and that of Cain was proba- 
Wj owing to the difference of their nature ; the 
former bein^ of the firstlings of the flock, and, 
therefore, pointing^through the shedding of blood, 
to the atonement of the Messiah, while the latter 
was of the fruits of the ground, and thus consti- 
tuted an offering destituteof any such allusion. 
Without shedding of blood there is no remission 
of sin ; and, by faith, Abel offered unto God a 
wore excellent sacrifice than Cain. 
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S. By the song of God» mentioned in the be 
ginning of the sixth chapter, the children of 
§eth, are supposed to be meant, and by the 9 
daughters of men the descendants of Cain. I 

4. The exact measure of the ark is calculated J 
as follows — five hundred and forty seven feet in ] 
length, ninety one feet in breadth, and sixty four j 
feetinlieight A cubit contains about twenty | 
two common inches. ! 

5. Traces of the deluge are still to be found 
in various parts of the world, and its certainty is 
proved from the traditions which have been held 
oy all nations, heathens as well as Jews, respect- 
ing it. 

6. Melchizedek, to whom Abraham paid 
tithes was, undoubtedly, one of the princes of 
Canaan, who, like many others of later days, 
united in themselves both the kingly and the 
priestly office. He was a worshipper of the true 
God, and by some it is supposed that he was 
Shem, the son of Noah, who, according to the 
account of his a^e, must then have been alive. 
He is mentioned by the apostle as an eminent 
type of Jesus Christ. 

7. The amount of n shekel of silver being 
about the half of a dollar, as money is now reck- 
oned, Abraham must have paid Ephron the 
Hittite, for his field what would now be equal to 
two hundred dollars, which was» probably less 
than its real value. 

8. We have several accounts of strifes in re- 
lation to wells of water. This was in conse- 
quence of the great necessity of that article, in a 
country where it was exceedingly scarce, and 
where flocks and herds were so numerous. 

9. The names of Abram, Sarai, and Jacob, 



were changed upon certain occasions. It is to 
be noted, that in ancient times, all names of in- 
dividuals and of places were indicative of some 
qualitjor circumstance, connected with their 
character or situation. When any thing, there- 
fore, of great importance occurred, the name 
was so changed, as, by an apt allusion, to per- 
petuate the remegibrance of the transaction. 

10. It was common, in former ages, to call all 
the kings of the san^ country by one common 
title, which was different from their real names. 
Thus the sovereign of Gerarwas uniformly call- 
ed Abimelech, and the king of Egjpt, Pharaoh. 

11. The place where Isaac was carried by his 
father to be sacrificed was the same mountain 
on which the temple of Solomon was afterwards 
built. One part of it was called Calvary, and 
there the Son of God expiated upon the cross the 
sins of the world. 

12. In the book of Genesis, there are several 
predictions of the Messiah. The first is con- 
tained in the declaration of the Lord to Adam 
in the garden, that the seed of the woman should 
bruise the head of the serpent. A second ap- 
pears in the promise made to Abraham that m 
his seed all the families of the earth should be 
blessed ; — and a third we discover in the bless- 
ing which Jacob pronounced upon Judah. 

13. The character of Joseph is deserving our 
attention from its close resemblance to that 
of the blessed Redeemer, of which it may be 
considered typical in a great variety of particu- 
hrs. The former, like the latter, was distin- 
gwished by the love of his father ; he was sold 
by his brethren ; he was unjustly accused ; he 
^^ placed in prison between two criminals, the 
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eae of which wa& restored to favour, and the 
otiier punished with death ; he was exalted tc 
the right hand of Pharaoh; he supplied the 
wants of all people when there was provision io 
the hands of no one else ; he was called the 
, Saviour of the world, and his brethren, at length, 
prostrated themselves before him and hunHilj 
entreated his favour and protection. 

LESSON IX. 

The second book in the' Bible is named Exo- 
dus, a word signifying departure^ and compre- 
hends the history of about one hundred and for- 
ty five years. After repeating the names of the 
sons of Jacob, and the number of his family 
which accompanied him into Egypt, the sacred 
historian acquaints us with some interesting 
circumstances which took place after the death 
of Joseph and his brethren and the generation 
which succeeded them. The Israelites remain- 
ed in the land of Goshen, where they were 
greatly increased ahd multiplied. But upon the 
accession of a monarch to the throne who had 
no regard for the character or services of Joseph, 
they were, by his orders, severely afflicted and 
oppressed. He caused them to build for him 
treasure cities ; and made their lives bitter in 
hard bondage with brick and mortar and in all 
manner of service in the field. But notwith- 
standing the rigour with which they were treat- 
ed, they continued to multiply exceedingly, in- 
somuch that the sovereign, from his jealovsv of 
their increasing strength, decreed that all their 
male children should be destroyed as soon as 
they were born. 

At this time» there went a man of the house 



of Levi and took a wife of the same tribe, by 
whom he had a son that wa? concealed for three 
months after his birth, by his mother. But when 
Bhe saw that she could no longer elude the cru- 
el edict of Pharaoh, she prepared an ark of bul- 
rushe8» and having placed her child within it, 
deposited it amone the flags which grew upon 
the brink of the river, hoping that it might be 
found by some one whose compassion would 
lead to tne preservation and support of the in- 
fant. There it was discovered by the daughter 
of the kin^, who, on beholding the babe, was 
touched with pity, and at once determined to 
save and protect him. This child she called 
Moses, and he was educated ih the house of 
^haraoh, under the immediate care and direct 
tioD of the princess, being nursed, by a special 
providence, at the breast of his mother. 

When Moses arrived at the years of manhood, 
^e did not hesitate to espouse the cause of hit 
aiflicted brethren ; and, on a certain occasion* 
lie slew an Egyptian whom he saw abusing an 
Israelite. To avoid the wrath of Pharaoh, which 
^ad been greatly provoked against him in con- 
sequence of this action, he fled into the land of 
Vidian, where he married the daughter of Je- 
^liro, the priest or prince of that country, and 
}va8 employed in keeping the flocks of his father 
m taw. One day, as lie was engaged in his usual # 
occupation, upon the side of Mount Horeb, hiflit 
astonishment was excited by the appearance ^d 
^ hush which burned with fire, but was not c4ead 
sumed. As he approached to gaze upon tiorn 
prodigy, a revelation was made to him trom /h to 
I'Ord, who spake from the bush, and decM the 
l^HQself to be the God of Abraham, of baad con- 
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•f'Jaool^^ at the same time makinsknown his 
benevolent designs in relation to. the Hebrews 
in E^pt* He> also, commissioned Moses to 
return to his brethren ^nd communicate to them 
the divine purpose and will, that it was the de- 
sign of God to restore them to the land of tbeir 
ancestors^ and that, to this end, thej should re- 
quest, of Pharaohi liberty to go three days jour- 
ney into the wilderness under thi^ pretence of 
nfiferinga sacrifice and holding a feast unto the 
Lord. 

Moses expressed his fear that the Israelites 
would not believe him unless he exhibited to 
them some sigqor token that God had met svitli 
him, and he, also, hesitated in Us compliance 
jvith the command which he bad received from a 
consciousness of his deficiency in that kind of 
eloquence whicb he supposed necessary to his 
success. To remove his doubts and appreben- 
<sions» he was directed to prove his authority by 
thcee miraculous si^ns, which were then given 
to him, of two of which he was caused to make 
immediate trial. The first was nMnifested ia 
casting his rod upon the grognd, when it be- 
came n serpent, but, on puttinje; forth his hand 
and catching it, it returned to its former state. 
In the second, his band beine put into his bosom 
and taken out, was covered with leprosy, but 
on putting it into his bosom again, it became 
4ike his other flesh. The third sign wa& to be 
#hewn to Pharaoh and the Hebrews, by cbaog-| 
%g the waters of the river, when thej were 
^ured upon the dry ground, ipto blood. To 
^medy the defect in bis speech. Moses wa? 
thleFed to associate witb him in his office and 
^rs, his brother Aaron« who, in this par^ 
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Ths commission being thus rendered ample 
and sufficient, and every objection removed, 
Moses hastened to the dwelling of his father ia 
law, and obtained his consent to return into the 
landoFEgj^pt. For this place he immediately, 
departed with his wife and children, being deter- 
mined to invoWe his whole family in the re* 
proaches which the people of God might be 
called to suffer, and which he deemed far pref«- 
erable to the pleasures of sin On bis way, he 
met with Aaron in the wilderness, and e;ave 
him a faithful relation of all that had taken 
place. They then went on together, and hav* 
mgoomeinto the presence of their brethrefi, 
they called an assembly of the elders to whom 
they declared what God was about to do in their 
behalf, at the same time exhibiting the signs 
which had been received in attestation of 
their authority. And the people believed ; and, 
rejoicing in the prospect of speedy relief and 
deliverance from the calamities with which they 
were oppressed, they bowed their heads and 
worshipped. 

Soon after the return of Moses to Egypt, he, 
with Aaron, went in ante Pharaoh and told him 
that the God of the Hebrews required of his 
people a sacrifice, wherefore, they requested 
his permission to go three days journey into the 
wilderness, that they might there perform the 
solemnity agreeably to their own feelings and 
the customs of their fathers. Pharaoh, instead 
of consenting, treated the petitioners with scora 
snd contempt, and having commanded them to 
retire from his presence, greatly increased the 
wrdensofthe Israelites. The latter, in eon- 
4 
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sequence of the added severity of their tasks, 
complained to Moses and Aaron as if thej h^d 
been the cause of their accumulated sufferings, 
and Moses expressed his concern and disap- 
pointment to the Lord. 

LESSON X. 

In answer to the complaint of Moses, the 
Lord declared to him that Pharaoh should be 
compelled to let the Hebrews go, and that, by 
an outstretched arm and with great judgements, 
they should be delivered from all their burdens. 
At this time God made himself known by his 
name JEHOVAH, signifying, the self existent, 
a name which was afterwards held by the Jews 
in extraordinary respect, and used with the ut- 
most reYerence. Moses was, also, commanded 
to return, with Aaron, to the royal palace» and 
to renew his former request, with an assurance, 
however, that such would be the perversity and 
obstinacy, of Pharaoh as to cause him to refuse a 
compiiance with their petition until he and his 
subjects had experienced the severest judge- 
ments. The: two brethren then repaired a sec- 
ond time to the king, and Aaron, according to a 
direction which heliad received, shewed one of 
his signs, by casting down his rod, which was 
immediately changed into a serpent Thb made 
jio impression upon the stubborn heart of Pha- 
raoh, before whom the magicians of Egypt coun- 
terfeited the miracle which had been wrought 
by Aaron, an4 he refused, as he had done be- 
fore, to comply with the request of the Hebrews. 

Then it was, that the Lord commenced a 
course of dreadful plagues upon the land ; and. 
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in quick succession, the fallowing calamities 
were experienced by the Egyptians:— 

1. The water of the river Nile was turned in- 
to blood : 

2. Frogs were caused to come up into every 
part of the country, even into the bed chambers 
of the king and his nobles : 

3. The dust of the ground was converted into 
lice : 

4. An immense swarm of flies was produced : 

5. A ^rievious murrain destroyed the cattle : 

6. Boils and blains broke out upon the Egyp- 
tians, both upon man and beast ; 

7. The country was laid waste by a dreadful 
storm of thunder, hail and rain, in which the 
fire of the lightning ran along upon the fround : 

8. Locusts destroyed every herb of the field, 
and all the fruit of the trees which the hail had 
left: 

9. There was a thick darkness over the land 
of Egypt which prevailed for three days, so 
that, during the whole of that time, no. (^ject 
could be perceived. 

None of these plagues, however, extended in- 
to that part of the kingdom where the children 
of Israel dwelt. 

While Pharaoh and his people were actually 
suffering under the severity of the various evils 
which were brought upon them, the heart of the 
proud monarch appeared, for the time, to relent, 
but as sodn as they had severally ceased, which 
they did upon the earnest supplication of Mo- 
ses, he relapsed into his previous obduracy, and 
refused to fulfil the promise which his danger^ 
and his fearsfiad extorted from him. 

After the plague of darkness, Pharaoh pe- 
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H^mptorily ordered Moses to retire fnotn his 
presente, and to appear before him no more, 
whereupon the latter declared that the injunc- 
tion should be strictlj^ obeyed, and that he 
would not renew his visits. But the Lord had 
determined to bring a tenth plague upon Egjpt, 
more severe and distressing than any which has 
been mentioned, and he made known his inten- 
tion to Moses, at the same time giving him di- 
rections to prepare the people for their joumej 
by causing them to borrow of their neighbours 
jewels of silver and of geld. Having received 
this communication, Moses appeared before the 
people and declared to them that, at midnight, 
the Lord would go out into the midst of Egypt 
and slay all the first born of the inhatntaots, 
from the first born of Pharaoh to the first born 
of the maid servant behind the mill, and, also, 
all the first born of beasts. This event was to 
be an im^portant epoch in the history of the He- 
brews ; and, as they were not to be involved in 
the plague which was about to be inflicted, a 
feast was to be instituted that they might anna- 
ally commemorate their deliverance forever. 
Being told that this should be the first month of 
the year to them, they were required to provide 
* themselves, on ^e tenth day of the same, in 
each of their families, or where the household 
should be too small, in an association of fami- 
lies, with a lamb without blemish, and to keep 
it until the evening of the fourteenth day, when 
it was to be killed, and they were to eat it, on 
that ni^ht, roast with fire, with unleavened bread 
and with bitter herbs, having first sprinkled the 
two side posts and the upper door post of their 
houses with the blood of the victim. This was 
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to be a token to the destrojring angel to pass by 
the dwellings of the Israelites when he should 
go forth to slay the first born of the Egyptians, 
and such was the origin and institution of the 
passover which was celebrated by the Jews 
through subsequent ages with great joy and so- 
lemnity. 

AH things being done agreeably to the di- 
irine command, the event which had been pre- 
dicted was speedily accomplished. At mid- 
night, the angel of God passed through the land 
and smote all the first born of the Egyptians* 
and there was a great and an universal cry 
among the inhabitants, for in every house there 
was one dead. 

Pharaoh then, not only ^ve his consent for 
the departure of the Israelites, but was exceed- 
iQvly anxious to have them leave his dominions 
without a moment's delay. He sent them awaj 
in great haste, and such was the alarm of his 
people, that they readily supplied them with all 
things necessa^ for their journey. The Lord 
gave them favour in the sight of tne Egyptians, 
and they spoiled them by receiving from their 
hamis as loans, or which is more probable, the 
jUst wages of their service, jewels of silver and 
jewels of gold, with raiment. 

The Israelites commenced their journey at 
Rameses and proceeded on as far as Succoth, 
in number about six hundred thousand on foot, 
that were men, besides children, Moses and 
Aaron were, at this time, instructed by the Lord 
in certain regulations to be observed in the fu- 
ture celebration of the passover, which they 
communicated to the people. 

4* 
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JLBSSON XI. 

After the Israelites had commenced their de* 
parturd from the land of Egypt, and the observ- 
ance of the passover had been commanded us a 
memorial of their deliverance to all generations, 
it was, also, established as an ordinance, to per- 
];>etaate the remembrance of the same event, that 
the first born, both of roan and of beast» should 
be forever sanctified or dedicated to the Lord, 
vf'ith a privilege of redemption in favour of 
the former, and of one class of the latter. The 
Lord then conducted the people on their jour- 
ney, and they were led bj 4he way of the veil- 
derness of the Red Sea, instead of that of the 
Philistines, which was nearer, lest the opposi* 
tion with which they might meet should so ter- 
rify them lis to induce their return to Egyj^t 
They were accompanied and encouraged in 
their travels by the divine presence, whicn went 
before them, by day, in a pillar of cloud, and in 
a pillar of fire, by night 

Pharaoh, reflecting upon the loss which he 
had sustained by the departure of the Hebrews 
whose labour had been so profitable to the in- 
terests of his kingdom, and being unmindful of 
the power by which he had been afflicteA re- 
solved to pursue them witb an army, and by 
force compel them to return. With horses and 
chariots, therefore, he went out after them a«d 
overtook them by the sea whero they had en- 
camped by direction of their Almighty Leader. 
When they saw the vast force and determined 
purpose of the enemy, they were greatly terrifi- 
ed, and began to reproach Moses tor conducting 
them into such imminent danger. He, howev- 
er, commanded them to be stilland wait for the 
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salvation of the Lord, which was then miracti- 
loufilj granted them. The waters of the Red 
Sea were divided for their passage, and they 
were permitted to go through upon dry lanq, 
while Pharaoh and all his host, in pressing on 
after them were overwhelmed and destroyed. 
The confidence of the people in God and, bis 
servant Moses seemed established bjr this event, 
and they united with their leaders m a song of 
triumphant praise to their divine protector and , 
defender. 

From the Red Sea, the Israelites proceeded 
tlirec days journey into the wilderness, but, 
finding no water, they continued their march 
until tbey came to a place called Marah, where 
there was a prospect that their necessities would 
be supplied. In this, however, they were at first 
disappointed, for the springs which they discov- 
ered were found to be aflTected with such a qual- 
ity of bitterness that they could not drink qf 
them. They then repeated their murmurs a- 
gainst Moses, who cried unto the Lord, and 
thus obtained relief by being shewn a tree which, 
when it was cast into the waters, rendered them 
sweet. From Marah they went on to Elim, and 
there encamped by twelve wells and sixty palm 
trees. 

On the fifteenth day of the second month, the 
chiMren of Israel came into the desert of Sin 
between Elim and Sin^i, where they again mur- 
mured against Moses and Aaron for bringing 
them out of Egypt to die with hunger in the 
wilderness. To quiet their complaints, the 
Lord supplied them with flesh to eat in the 
evening, by sending quails into the camp, and 
with bread for the morning, by depositing upon 
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the ground^ with the dew» a sroall round sab- 
stance which they called manna. This thej 
collected in certain prescribed quantities every 
morning, with the exception ot the Sabbath, a 
supply for which was gathered on the day previ- 
ous. By commi^nd ofthe Lord, Aaron laid up 
a portion ofthe manna in- a vessel, in order to 
preserve it for the inspection of future genera- 
tions, that they might see the bread which was 
^ven to their ancestors in the wilderness. 

As the people proceeded on their journey, 
they again thirsted for water, and, as before, 
censured their leader, and evinced their distrust 
ofthe divine care and protection. They were 
then furnished with water from a rock in Horeb, 
which Moses was commanded to strike with his 
rod. Afterwards, they were engaged in a con- 
test with the Amalekites and prevailed against 
them. In the battle which took place, Joshua, 
exercised the chief command ; and while Moseis, 
who \vent up to the top of the hill with Aaron 
and Hur, held up his hands, success was on the 
side of Israel, but when his hands fell, the Amal- 
ekites prevailed. At length, his hands being 
weary, they were supported by Aaronand Hur, 
'and in this manner continued steady until the 
enemy was discomfited and overthrown. Mo- 
ses was then directed to write an account of 
this victory in a book, as a meihorial of Grod^s 
displeasure towards Amalek ; and, having com- 
plied with the command, he there erected an 
altar to the Lord and called it Jehovah nissi. 

Being now near the place where he had for- 
merly reuded. Modes received a visit from his 
father in law, the priest of Midian, to whom he 
related all that God had done for Israel. Je- 
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thro, having blessed the Lord and offered a burnt 
offering ana fi sacrifice, observed that the duty 
of Mo^es, in hearing and deciding controversies 
and questions among the people, was too ardu- 
ous for one man, and, therefore, advised bim^ 
in-order to lessen his labours, to appoint subor- 
dinate oificers, rulers of thousands, ol hundreds, 
of fifties and of tens, and to delegate to them 
authority to determine all the lesser matters 
which might be made subjects of dispute among 
the congregation. With this counsel, Moses 
readily complied, and Jethro returned to the 
place of his residence. 

LESSON XII. 

In the third month from the departure of the 
children of Israel out of the land of Egjgt, .they 
came into the ivildernesft which extended alcme 
the foot of Mount Sinai, where they encampecN 
Here the Lord communicated with Moses from 
the mountain, and directed him to assure the 
people^ that if they would be obedient to the 
voice of God and keep his covenant, they should 
be unto him a peculiar treasure above all other 
nations. And when they were informed of this 
declaration in their favour, they solemnly prom- 
ised a faithful coniplianoe with what had been 
spoken. 

An interesting transaction was now about to 
take place. The Lord was preparing to come 
down upon Mount Sinai, with great majesty, in 
the sight of the whole congregation, and he com- 
manded Moses to sanctify the assembly against 
the third day, and to set bounds around the 
mountain,. that it might not be touched by man 
or beast. Thi« being done, on the appointed 



46 

irning there were thunders and lightnings and 
hick ctoud upon the mount, and the sound of 
rumpet exceeding loud, which produced great 
Tor in the minds of all the people. The Lord 
2n descended in fire, and the congregation 
me out of the camp to meet with him and to 
:eivc his laws. Under these solemn and im- 
essive circumstances, the ten commandments 
ire delivered ; but the people were so much 
itated by the wonderful sublimity of the 
e^ie, and all the occurrences which accompa- 
ed the immediate revelation of the great Je- 
vah, that they requested Moses to speak un- 
them in God's stead. They were, however, 
sured that the Lord was come, not to produce 
them a slavish dread of him, but to prove 
em, and to cause his fear to fall upon them 
at they might be preserved from sin. They, 
en, retired^ to a distance, and Moses alone 
»proached the thick darkness where the di- 
ne presence remained. To him God delrver- 
i sundry laws of a ceremonial, moral, and po- 
tical nature, for the future reflation of th^ He- 
ews as a nation. In these, it was commanded 
lem that, they should not make unto them- 
dves idols; that they ishould punish with death 
tan-stealers, and all who were guilty of sifiiit- 
ig or cursing; their parents ; that they should 
ot vex and afflict strangers, widows, or father- 
!ss children ; that they should not lend upon 
sury, nor detain their neighbour's raiment, 
^hich had been received as'a pledge, until after 
le sun had gone down ; that they should offer 
be first of their fruits, their cattle and their 
ons to the Lord ; tbat they should avoid slan- 
er, partiality in judgement, inhumanity and op* 
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pression > that on every seventh year, they 
should neglect to cultivate their lalpds in order 
that the poor might have the benefit of them ', 
that they should strictly observe the weekly 
Sabbath, and that they should annually keep 
three feasts unto the Lord, namely, the feast of 
unleavened bread, or the passover ; the feast of 
harvest on receiving the first fruits of their la- 
bours, and the feast of ingathering at the end of 
the year. 

Moses vf^as told, after he had received the 
laws of God, that an angel would be commis- 
sioned to po before the Israelites on their way 
to the land of Canaan, and that if they continue 
ed in their obedience, and united themselves to 
none of the abominations of the heathen, the 
most distinguished success should attend them 
in their progress. Upon this, he retuirned to 
the congregation, having been previous! v direct- 
ed to come up again to the Lord, with Aaron* 
Nadab and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of 
Israel. When he had descended from the moun-* 
tain he erected an altar and offered thereoa 
burnt offerings and peace offerings, after which, 
he caused the statutes that had been enjoined 
and which he had written down, to be read to 
the people, who promised a compliance with all 
that had been said. Moses then returned to 
the mountain, accompanied by Aaron and hi9 
two sons and seventy of the elders of Israel, 
who were indulged with a view of the majesty 
of Jehovah; Here he committed the care of the 
people to the elders, and taking Joshua, the son 
of Nun, with him, proceeded on his way to meet 
with God. For six days the glory of the Lord 
covered the mounts but no'communication was 
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•made until the seventh moroing, ivhfin Moses 
was called from the cloud, and went up alone 
into the inidst of the mountain where he re- 
mained with the Lord forty days and forty 
nights. 

While Moses was in the mountain with God 
he received particular instructions in regard to 
the erection of a tabernacle which was to l>e con- 
secrated to the service of the Most High. He 
was told how to make the ark for the reception 
«f the laws which had been enjoined ; the mercy 
«eat with its chertibim» to be placed upon the 
ark ; the table of shew bread, with its dishes, 
.spoons and covers; the candlestick with its ap^ 
purtenaaces; the curtains of the sanctuary^ and 
the vail to separate the most holy place, in 
wlnoh the ark and the mercy seat were to be 
placf'd.' In addition to these,, he was directed 
to build an altar, and to prepare with it all 
things necessary for the offering of sacrifices ; 
to form the court of the tabernacle and to make 
holy garments for Aaron and his sons, with t 
breast plate, in which were to be put the Urim 
and Thummimt and a mitre, bearing the inscrip* 
tion, <*Holines3 to the Lord," that they might be 
duly consecrated and arrayed to minister in the 
priest's office before the Lord. At the same 
time the manner of sacrifice, which was to be 
observed at the consecration of the priests, was 
pointed out^ and the form of an altar of incense, 
before which they were to stand, and a laver of 
brass, in which they were to wash themselves, 
were described. The composition of the holy 
oili also, with which they were to be anointed, 
was made known. When all the directions in 
relation to these things were finished, the . Al- 
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niigMj praceeded to inforin Moses that he bad 
seleeted and etidowed with extraordinary wis- 
dom two persons, whose names were B^zaleel 
and Aheliab, to make all the articles which had 
been mentioned. He then renewed the eom- 
uatid of the Sabbath^and delivered Unto Moses 
two tables of stone upon which he had written 
bis testimoDy with his own fii^r. 

LESS(N^ XIII. 
The long absence of Moses in the mount, 
eaused the people to fear that he woold never 
return to thism ; and» forgetting at once the pre*- 
senee of 6od Which they had so lately witness^ 
ed ; hfsengai^ments of protection and defence 
in their benalf, and their own solemn and re- 
peated promises of obedience, they assailed 
Aaron with a request that he would make them 
a graven image, which, as a god, might go be^ 
fore theffi« He con^i^ied with their solicitations, 
and formed fh>m their golden ear rings, which 
they readily save him for that i>urpose,a molten 
ealr, before t^ich they were entity of the gross* 
est idolatry, and thus denied the Lord, their 
deliverer. When this transaction had taken 
place, God commanded Moses to hasten down 
from the mount, at the same time informing him 
what had happened in the camp, and express- 
ing his determination to destroy the idolaters. 
But upon the intercession of his servant, he re-» 
strained his vengeance ; and Moses, with the 
two taUes inhts hands, went down to the 
people, whom he found rejoicing in their wick* 
edness With feasting and revelry. Being great* 
If iboensed at their presumption, he cast the 
Mries to the giround with sucb ?folenc€> that 
5 
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they were immediately broken in pieces. Then, 
taking the image which bad been made, he 
burnt it in the nre» and ground it to powder, 
and caused the people to drink it with w^r. 
After this, he commanded the Levites, wbQ had 
declared themselves on the Lord's side» to,go 
from gate to gate through the camp, and to slaj 
every man his brother and neighbour and com- 

Snion. In consequence of this order there 
1 by the sword about three thousand men. 
Then Moses returned to the Lord, and made 
earnest intercession in behalf of the people, and 
he was directed to prpceed with them on their 
journey, with a promise that the angel of God 
should accompany them, but that, in the da^ of 
visitation, they should, nevertheless, be punish- 
ed for the sin which bad been cojoamitted. 

Bv reason of (he iniquity of the Israelites, 
the Lord, afterwards, declared to Moses that he 
would not go with them personally,. on their 
way to the land which had been promised to 
their fathers. When this intelligence was re- 
ceived in t)ie camp, it causeil great mourning 
and lamentation among the people ; but Moses 
interceded in their behalf, and he was comfort- 
ed with an aissurance, that the divine presence 
would not forsake them. The elory of the 
Lord was now partially discovered to his ser- 
vant, and he was commanded to prepare two 
tables of stone similar to those which bad been 
broken, and to come up again into Mount Si- 
nai, that he might there receive a renewal of the 
laws of God. These directions being obeyed, 
the Lord passed before Moses, and declared to 
him his merciful and forgiving character, with 
his attributes of truth and justice. The injunc- 
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tions which had been former] j given, requiring 
the Isrl^elites to keep themselves separate from 
the inhabitants of the several countries through 
^vhieh they were to pass ; to observe certain 
fcfasts, and to dedicate their first born to God, 
were at this time repeated. At the expiration 
of forty days and forty nights, Moses received 
the tables with the commandments written up- 
on them, and went down to the congregation, 
who, upon his approach, witnessed a remarka- 
ble splendor in the appearance of his face inso- 
much that they were a^fraid to come nigh hinu 
In addressing them, therefore, he concealed his 
countenance with a vail, and proceeded to inform 
them <'f the directions which had been given 
him in the mount. All the people, without dis- 
tinction, readily -eontribtited, even iQore thah 
was necessary, to the building of the tabernacle, 
which was 'soon Completed, with all its appur- 
tenances, by B(!fz.aleel'and Aholiab. 

The event of rming and anointing the taber- 
nacle took place on <£e first day of the second 
year after Ae departure from Egypt, when, all 
things being placad in order, a cloud covered 
the tent of the eongregation, and the glory of 
the Lord filled the twernacle. The. cloud upon 
the tabernacle was intended as a signal to the 
Israelite to direct them on their march, for 
when it was taken up, they were to s^t forward, 
and when it desbended, they were to rest. And 
through all their journeyings this cloud was over 
or upon the tabernacle, by day, and fire was on 
it by ttig^t, in the full view of all the assembly. 



BEMARK& 

1. It has betD suDposed by some, and is par* 
ticularlj stated by Josephus, that the celebrat- 
ed pyramids in Eg;^pt were erected by the !»• 
raelites during the time of their oporession. 

£. The king of Egyi^t, from whom Moses 
fled, died during the residence of the latter ia 
Midian. It was his successor therefore, who 
refused to let the people g^. 

S. The burning bush wruch Moses discovered 
on Mount Horeb, was designed as an encourap^e* 
ment to him to enter upon &e mission before him* 
It represented the Israelites in their affliction, 
persecuted but not forsaken, cai^ down but not 
destroyed* enduring almost every evil, but 
miraculously supported by the angel of God 
who was in the midst of them. 

4. The Egyptians, in their sacrifices, never o& 
fered the blood of any creature; for this was an 
abomination to them. On this account the Is* 
jaelites had a n^od retain for a6kiI^E liberty to 
go ttiree days journey into the wilderness to 
serve the Lord, that being thus out of the sight 
and observation of their oppressors, they might 
not excite a greater degree of their hatred and 
ill will. 

5. The four hundred and thirty years which 
the children of Israel are said to have resided in 
Egypt are generally computed from the time of 
Abraham. The actual soiourningof the He- 
brews in Egypt could not nave been more than 
two hundred and fifty years. 

6. The calf which the Israelites made in the 
wilderness was in imitation of the ^ds of the 
Egyptians who worshipped their deities under 
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the form of various animals, and particularlj 
that of the ox. 

7. IVheh Moses 'went into the mountain to 
commune with God, it appears that Aaron and 
his two sons with seventy of the ciders accom- 
panied him to the borders thereof, and that 
Joshua proceeded with him to a grea,ter distance 
from the camp» where he remained until Moses 
returned. 

8. The wilderness of Sinai, where the Israel- 
ites lay encamped almost' a j^ar, is a plain in 
Arabia Peirea, about twelve miles in length, and 
two hundred and sixty miles distant from the 
capital of Egypt. The two mountains Horeb 
and Sinai are towards the northern extremity of 
this plain, the former standing little .west oftfae 
latter. Sinai is, at least, one third part higher 
than Horeb, and its ascent is much more steep 
and rugp;ed. 

9. It has been objectfed to the account of the 
tabernacle that the expensive articles which 
were nsed in its formation, as well as in the 
comp<^ition of the altar, the ark, the holy gar- 
ments and the various utensils of the sanctuai^, 
were such as the situation of the Israelites in 
the wilderness would not admit of procuring. 
But when it is remembered that the people 
amounted to six hundred thousand, and that 
they had all, probaWy, received from the Egyp- 
tians gold and jewels and raiment, and that they 
must, ialso, have taken a considerable spoil from 
the Amalekites ' whom they had defeated, ' the 
difficulty TS easily removed. 

10. Among the distinguishing ornaments of 
•the high priest viras the breast plate, irtiich was 
a piece of cloth doubled, of a span square, in 



J 



54 

which Were set twelve preciovg etanes^ baarittg 
the names of the twelve tribes of Israel* which 
being fixed to the Ephod, or upper Testrnwit 
was worn on all solemn occasions. Ih this 
breast plate the Urim and Thummim werefixed* 
What these were it is impossible to ascertsio. 
The words signify l^ht and perfeeHon, or as 
ihej are translated in the Septuagint, manilTetf* 
tation and truth. They were, used in asking 
counsel of God in dilGcuIt and momentous cases 
relating to the whole state of Israel. Whether 
the answer was given by an audible voice or by 
mysterious characters on the breast plate luMi 
been a subject of unprofitable controversy* , 

LESSONXIV. 
Th^ book of Leviticus, which is so called, bo« 
cause it describes the office and duties of the 
Levites and priests, follows that of Exodus, and 
jecotds the transactions of only one montbt 
From the tabernacle which had Wen built thO' 
Lord spake unto Moses and pointed out the 
manner in which burnt sacrifice^ should be of- 
fered. He, also, gave directions concerning the 
meat offering ; the peace offering ; the^sin offers 
ing, for the priest and the congre^ioo, for rul- 
ers and for subjects; and the trespass offering 
in case of ignorance, in which those who were 
unable to give from the flock or the herd were 
to bring two turtle doves or two young pigeons, 
or a small portion of fine flour. Many particu^ 
larsof a ceremoiilal nature were ^so described, 
after which Moses^ in obedience to the divine 
command, solemnly cooperated Aaron and his 
eons to their respective offices, and clothed them 
wltli the j;arm«nt8 whieh had bee^i madefor glo» 
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priest, the breast plate aq4 the mitre. T& 
priests were then sprinkled with the blood of m 
sacrifice, and commanded to abide at the door 
of the tabernacle of the congregation. Aaron 
ofiereda sin offering* a burnt oSerins and a 

Cace offerine for himself and the people* which 
iDg done, he blessed the congregation, and 
there came out fire from the Lord and consum- 
^ all that was upon the altar. 

The two sons of Aaron, Nadab and Abihii, 
greatly provoked the Lord to anger, by taking 
common, or, as it is called, strange fire, and ap- 
plying it to'the sacrifices. For this act of diso- 
bedience thej were instantly slain, and their 
bodies were ordered to be carried out of the 
camp from before the sanctuary which they had 
pro&ned. Aaron manifested a pious resignji- 
lion at this distressing event; and at the same 
time received a prohibition that neither be nor 
his sons should drink wine or strong drink when 
tiiey went into the tabernacle, from which cir? 
cumstance it has been thought that Nadab and 
Abihil were drunken at the time ofthejrtre^- 

Sass against God. Soon after these events, 
loses was excited to anger azainst Eleazer 
and Ithamar, the two other sons of Aaron, \vho^ 
be severely reproved, on account of their npt 
eating the remains of the meat offering before 
the most holy place, but they were excused by 
their father, and Moses was satisfied with the 
vindication which he offered. This affair being 
settled, the Lord delivered to Moses a great 
oainberof laws concerning the use of clean and 
unclean animals ; purifications and offerings ; 
tbe discovery and treatment of diseases^ partic- 



56 

ularVy the leprwy, with the rit«8 and ceremo- 
nies which were to attend the cleansing of the 
leper, and the manner of selecting the scape 
goat to bear into the wilderness the sins of the 
people. Sundry directions which had been pre- 
'viously given were, also, repeated, and the whole 
concluded with precejits relating to the celebra- 
tion of the seTeral feativals whicn had been in- 
stituted. 

Soon^aftei the promulgation of these laws, aii 
opportunity was afforded the congregation to 
shew their zeal for the honour of the Lord, and 
their readiness to obey his commandments. 
The son of a certain Israelitish woman of the 
tribe of Dan, but whose father was an Egyptian, 
had been suiity of blasphemy, in consequence 
of which ne was apprehended and imprisoned 
until th^ will of God could be made known res- 
pecting his punishment Upon the declaration 
of this, and agreeably thereto, he was carried 
out of the camp and stoned to death. 

Amonglhe laws given to the Israelites, was 
one appointing a general jubilee, which was to 
be observed every fiftieth year, when they were 
neither to sow, nor to reap that which should 
grow of itself; when libertt was to be proclaim- 
ed tp all prisoners and slaves throughout the 
land, and when every man was to return to his 
possessions^ which had been alienated from him. 
According to the number of years which preced- 
ed the jubilee, all sales of lands and of slaves 
were to be regulated. A solemn charge and in- 
junction to obedience follows the record of this 
appointment, in which the people were prom- 
ised distinguidbed blessings as tli^e reward of 
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faithfirinesi, and threfttened with severe judge- 
ments in case of ingratitude and ret>ellion. 

The book of Leviticus concludes with a reg- 
ulation concerning vows, and the dedication of 
property to God, in which the redemption of 
things devoted to celigioas purposes was ex* 
pressly forbidden. 



REMARKS. 

1. Many of the htws, which were given to the 
Israelites, may seem, at first view, trifling find 
unworthy the character of the great God, who 
exercises unlimited dominion over all worlds. 
But it is to be noticed that the people were still 
in their infant;^ as a nation ; that they were un- 
der the immediate and special care and direc- 
tion of the Almighty, and that the minutest ob- 
servances were necessary parts of a system of 
|o?erQment which was to preserve them distinct 
irotn the rest of mankind, and to furnish the 
strongest barriers to their natural propensity to 
idolatry. 

2. Nadab and AWhu, the two son^ of Aaron, 
were struck dead for making use of common 
lire in the sacrifices, when none was permitted 
bat that which came out from before the Lord. 
This was not suffered at any time to be extin- 
guished, and was, therefore, cdled the everlast- 
ing fire of the altar. 

3. The various sacrifices which were requir- 
ed of the Israelites, had reference to the great 
atonement of the Messiah which was one day to 
be made for the sins of the world, and, thus, 
thoge who offered the former in (kith, became 
entitled to the benefits of the tattetv 



5% 

LESSON XV. 

The book of Numbers commences with an ac- 
count of the enumeration of the people who 
were able to carry arms, by Moses and certain 
persons selected to assist him from the several 
tribes. It was found that there were in the con- 
l^regatioo six hundred and three thousand five 
hundred and fifty males, from twenty prears old 
dnd upward, able to go forth to war in Israel. 
In this number the Levites were not included, 
as they had been appointed to the charge of the 
tabernacle and its vessels, and it was made their 
duty to carry it forward on the march, to take 
it down and to set it up. When the censas 
was completed, directions were given to Moses 
and Aaron in regard to the pitching of the tents 
by the different tribes. The Levites were to 
station themselves around the tabernacle* and, 
at a distance from them* the rest of the people 
were to pitch by their respective standards' 
Commencing with the camp of Judah towards 
the risios of the sun, and proceeding on by the 
south and the west to the tribe of Ban on tlie 
north, which was to be the last ; and in this or- 
der they were to march) with the tabernacle in 
"the midst. These regulations being establish- 
ed, the service of the Levites was more particu- 
larly described, and it was declared by the I 
Lord that be had received them to himself, to 
assist the priests in their office, and as a substi- 
tute for the first born of all the children ot Is- 
rael. The Levites were then numbered by di- ' 
vine command and a due arrangement was made 
of their services with their relative stations. 
The whole number of their males from a month 
old and upward was twenty two thousand. 



59 

which was nearly the amouat of all the first bora 
males among the children of Israel* The ex- 
cess of the latter was twa hundred and seventy 
three, and, for the redemption of these, five 
shekels a piece were required, which wer^ or- 
dered to be given to Aaron and his sons. A 
further eunumeration of the families of the Le- 
vites was then required of alU from thirty years 
old and upward to fifty years, that entered in- 
to the host to do the work of the tabernacle, 
and their offices were separately described. Up- 
on the con^pletion of these matters, some ad- 
ditional laws were delivered to , Moses which 
concerned cases of leprosy, of restitution for 
injuries, of jealousy, and of vows to the Lord 
in the separation of Nazarttes. A solemn form, 
to be used by^ Aaron and his sons in blessing 
the congregation, was also appointed* 

On the day when the tabernacle was set up 
and anointed and sanctified, with its instru- 
ments and vessels, the princes of Israel, heads 
of houses of their fathers, presented a variety 
of splendid and costl v offerings, which Moses 
was commanded te take for the use of the tab- 
ernacle to be given to the Levites accordii^ to 
their respective services. They, also,oflSred 
for the dedication of the altar, and the number 
and value of tiieir gifts are particularly record- 
ed. 

The Levites, being separated from the rest of 
the tribes to do the work of the tabernacle, and 
to &t;tend upon the priests in the ministration of 
l^oly things, were solemnly set apart and conse- 
crated to their office, according to the divine 
command, by the laying on of the hands of the 
children of Israeli and the offering up of burnt 
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sacrifices, after which they entered upon the 
discharge i>f their duties, and it was ordered bj 
the Lord that their services in the tabernacle 
should coromeoce when they were twen^ five 
and cease when they were fihy years old. 

The Israelites were now commanded^ and 
they accordingly made preparation, to celebrate 
the first anniversary of their deliverejice, in the 
appointed feast of the passover, which was near 
at hand. And they kept it, on the fourteenth 
day of the first motith, in the second year after 
their departure from Egypt, in the wilderness 
of Sinai. At this time some farther precepts 
were given respecting its observance, in conbfr* 
quence of the aoubt? of certain persons who had 
been defiled by touching a dead body. 

When the passover and its services were 
ended, and Moses had been commanded to pro- 
vide two silver trumpets to be used by the priests 
in calling together an assembly of the princes 
and of the people, in summoning the camps to the 
march, and in sounding alarms in time of war, 
the cloud which rested upon the tabernacle was 
taken tip, and the tribes of Israel commenced 
their journey for the first time in that regular 
order which had been prescribed to then. A 
$olemn ceremony attended the setting forward 
and the resting of tiieark, in which the power, 
the presence and the protection of God were in- 
voked by Moses. The Israelites who had, for a 
loi^ time, been unaccustomed to exercise and 
fatigue, soon began to complain of their hard- 
ships which 80 displeased the Lord that he sent 
fire amongst them, and consumed those that 
were in the uttermost parts of the camp. But 
upon the intercession of Moses, the fire was 
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quencher}* Again thej murmured because there. 
was nothing given them to eat but manpa, where- 
upon the atiger of God was kindled against then)f 
and Moses was also displeased. To satisfy 
their cravings quails were sent, in vast nuni* 
bers, into the camp, but while the people were 
ea':ing, the J were smitten with a plague, and 
many of them died, and were burjed in a 
(ylace which was afterwards called Ivibroth hat- 
taavah, signifying the graves of lust From this 
place they journeyed to Haz.eruth, where Mirir. 
am and Aaron preferred a complaint against, 
Moses on account of the Ethiopean woman 
\vhom he bad married, and the Lord was offend- r 
ed with them, insomuch that Miriam was pun* 
ished by being struck with the leprosy, in con- 
sequence of which she was removed from the., 
camp seven days, and the whole congregatioa 
^luring that time remained stationary. 

LESSON XVI. 

From Hazeroth, where the children of Israel, 
remaioed during the exclusion of Miriam from.', 
the camp, they removed, and at length, pitched* 
in the vtrilderness of Paran. Here the . Lord 
commanded Moses to select certain men, one 
from each tribe, who might go up as spies ii^o 
tht land of Canaan, and acquaint themseWes, 
particularly with its situation and fertility; the 
number and strength of its inhabitants, and thpi 
condition and defence of their dwelling places. 
Twelve persons were accordingly appointed, 
^ho departed immediately upon their expedi- 
tion. After traversing the country for forty 
^^JK they returned and brought with them a 
cluster of grapes» with pomegranates and figSj as 
6 
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ft sample of the fruit which they had seen. The 
report which they made to Moses, was, how- 
ever, unfavourable and discouraging in the ex- 
treme ; for, although they assured him that the 
productions of the country were remarkable for 
their excellence and abundance, yet the inhab- 
itants, were of extraordinary strength and sta- 
ture, and their cities were great and strongly 
fortified, so that there was no probability that 
the contemplated invasion would be attended 
with success. This intelligence filled the Is- 
raelites with alarm, and they murmured against 
their leaders as the authors of all their calami- 
ty. They, also, expressed their regret that 
they had not been suffered to die in Egypt or 
in the wilderness, and resolved to deprive Mo- 
ses of his command, and to make to themselves 
a captain, under whose authority they might 
return to the place from which they had been 
so miraculously delivered. 

The mutinous disposition which was thus dis- 
covered, greatly astonished and perplexed Mo- 
ses and Aaron, who, not knowing what course 
to take, fell upon their faces before the congre- 
gation. Upon this, two of the men who had 
been up to search the land, Joshua, the son of 
Nun, and Caleb, the son of Jephunneh, rose up 
and rent their clothes, and declared to the peo- 
ple that the discouragements were not so great 
as they had represented, and that, if they con- 
tinued faithful and obedient, the Lord would 
protect and defend them from all their enemies. 
JBut this only provoked their rage against Josh- 
ua and Caleb^ whom they prepared to stone, 
and would probably have accomplished their 
purpose, had not the glory of God appeared, at 



63 

that instant, in the tabernaclt. It was then 
made known to Moses that the divine displeas- 
ure was greatly excited against the congregation, 
and a determination was expressed to disinherit 
and destroy theni- The intercession of Moses 
again prevailed in their behalf; but he was as* 
sured that not one of the people who had come 
out of the land of Egypt, and who had rebelled 
against God ten times, notwithstanding; his pro- 
mises and his wonderful works in their favour, 
should enter into the land of Canaan, with the 
exception of Joshua and Caleb. It was decreed 
that their carcases should fall in the wilderness, 
where their children should be obliged to wand- 
er forty years, until the purpose of the Almigh- 
ty in re^rd to the first generation should be 
wholly accomplished. 

When the will of Qod was communicated to 
the people they were greatly distressed, and the 
next morning manifested a renewal of their 
courage and confidence, at the same time ex- 
pressing a determination to proceed immedi- 
ately to take possession of the land of the Oa* 
naanites. But Moses informed them that the 
Lord would not assist them in the enterprise, 
for they had wickedly rebelled against him, and 
that nothing would avail to prevent the exectt^* 
tion of the sentence which he had pronounced. 
They, nevertheless, presumed to go forward, and 
the Amalekites and Canaanites came down from 
the hill and smote them and discomfited thein. 
Previous to this event, all the men who had been 
sent to spy but the land, except Joshua and Ca- 
leb, who withstood the evil report of the re^, 
died hj the plague before the Lord. 

While the Imelites abode in the wilderwta 



64 

of Param, sundry laws were given to them con- 
cerning the oiferings and sacrifices which were 
to be made in the land of Canaan when the same 
should be fully possessed. At this time, also, 
a man, who had been found transgressing the 
kw of the Sabbath, was put to death by com- 
mand of the Lord. But a transaction, attended 
with more awful and destructive consequences, 
«oon engaged the attention of the congregation. 
•A considerable number of the people entered 
into a wicked conspiracy against Moses and 
Atron, envying them their authority and dis- 
tinction, and manifesting a disposition rashly to 
invade the offices to which thej had been ap- 
pointed. The Uaders of this rebellion were 
korah, Datban and Abiram, the first a descend- 
ant from Levi, and the other two of the house of 
<Re^ben. With them were united two hundred 
and fifty of the most eminent men in the camp. 
In (he issue, the leaders of the band were visit- 
ed with a signal i^nd an extraordinary punish- 
^ment, for the earth was caused to open its mouth 
and swallow them up alive with their families 
and all that' appertained to them ; while the 
two hundred and fifty who offered incense as 
priests, without being consecrated to the office, 
were consumed by fire from the Lord. The 
congregation was, at fii^t, much affected' at 
these visitations, but the next day, accused Mo- 
ves of havine destroyed the people of the Lord. 
Upon this the divine indigniKtien was greatly 
increased, and ^ plague was sent forth, in which 
one hundred and forty seven thousand of the 
transgressors died. But its ravages ceased 
through the intercession of Aaron who made an 
atonament for the people with incense. 
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LESSON XVII. 

After the plague was stayed, the Lord com- 
maoded Moses to take of the princes of the sev- 
eral tribes twelve rods, one for each bouse, and 
to write everj man's name upon his rod, with 
the name of Aaron upon the*' rod for the house 
of Levi. This being done, the rods were laid 
up in the tabernacle of witness, and c^n the next 
day, when they were examined, it was found 
that the rod of Aaron had budded and blossom- 
ed and brought forth almonds. . This was a sign 
ap{>ointed by the Lord to denote the family from 
which the priesthood was.exclu^ively to descend, 
and the rod which had thus blossomed was or- 
dered to be preserved as a token against the 
rebels. Aaron then received a communieation 
from God in relation to his office, luid the por- 
tions which were to be. given to the priests and 
Levites, as the reward of their services, were 
determined. These consisted of the heave of- 
fering of the gifts of the people ; the best of 
the oil, wine and wheat, with the first fruits; 
the price of the redemption of the first born, 
and certain parts of the victims which were 
sacrificed, with tithes from all IsraeL What 
they thus received was to be considered as a 
sufaistitute and an equivalent for their inherit- 
ance in lands. This regulation being made and 
certain laws given respecting the water of sepa- 
ration, and its use in purifications^ the Israel- 
ites removed into the desart of Zin, and abode 
in Radesh, where Miriam, the sister of Moses 
and Aaron, died and was buried. While they 
remained in this place» they were again afilicted 
vith a great scarcity of water, and in conse- 
quence thereof, according to their former ^us- 
6» 
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torn on all similar occasions, they uttered their 
complaints against Moses and Aaron. But thei r 
necessities were miraculously supplied as they 
had been before, by receiving water from a rock 
which Moses was commanded to strike with his 
rod. In doin^ this, he, with Aaron, offended 
the Lord, and as a punishment, they were told 
that they should not enter into the land of pro- 
mise. 

The encampment was now upon the borders 
of the territory which belonged to the Edomites, 
the descendants of Esau, and Moses sent mes- 
sengers to their king, from Kadesh, for his per- 
mission that they might pass through his coun- 
try. This was refused, wherefore they turned 
another way and journeyed on to Mount Hor. 
Here Aaron died and*was buried, and Bleazer, 
his son, succeeded him in his office of high 
priest. After this, some of the Canaanites, 
under Arad, their king, came out against the 
children of Israel, but they were overthrown 
and destroyed together with their cities. 

In pursuing their course by the way of the 
Red Sea, in order to pass round the land of 
Edom, the people began again to complain of 
their fatigues and discouragements, and the 
Lord sent fiery serpents among them, and ma- 
ny of them were bitten and died. But Moses, 
by divine command, made a brazen serpent and 
put it upon a pole or standard, which he raised 
m the midst of the camp, and all who had been 
wounded on looking upon it were immediately 
healed. The Isradite's continued their march 
forward, and on their way slew Sihon, king of 
the Amorites, and Og, the king of Bashan, who 
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came out to oppose their progress, and defeated 
their armies and took possession of their land* 

Thej had now reached the borders of Moab, 
and Balak^ the king of the country, who had 
heard of their extraordinary achievements, was 
exceedingly alarmed at their near approach to 
his dominions. Being apprehensive that he 
should not be able to couq[uer them in open bat- 
tle, he resolved upon a different method to ac- 
complish their ruin. At a considerable distance 
from him, there dwelt a famous soothsayer or 
false prophet, whose name was Balaam, and in 
whom he placed the utmost confidence as a 
person favoured by the gods, and endowed with 
the power of establishing the prosperity of na- 
tions b^ his blessing and of briuj^ng them to 
desolation by his curses. To him, therefore, 
Balak sent messengersi requesting him to come 
without delay and curse the people who were 
preparing to invade his territories, and offering 
him great rewards in case of his compUaoce. 
Balaam, however, having reoeived 4 communis 
cation irom God, refusea to accompany the mes- 
sengers, and they returned to their master with* 
out having accomplished, the object of their em- 
bassy. Balak, in no wise discouraged, and sup- 
posing that the prophet required greater res- 
pect, sent to him a second time by princes more 
honourable and distinguished than the former, 
renewing the reauest that he would come aqd 
curse Israel. This application proved success- 
ful; for Balaam, having deceived what he con- 
sidered to be a permission from heaven, made 
ready his ass and returned with the servants of 
the king. His con4uct however, was displeaa* 
iBg in the sight of God, who sent \n% angel to 
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try 'with an assurance that he should soon be 
gathered to his people. Moses then requested 
^t some one might be appointed, as his succes- 
sor, to take the command of the tribes, and he 
Was ordered to consecrate Joshua to that office, 
which he did accordinj^Iy. Some farther stat- 
utes and directions were afterwards communis 
cat^d to Moses' for the government of the nation, 
fai r^rd to their offerings at the celebration of 
their festivals and feasts, and, also, as it respect* 
ed the observance of vows in certain cases. 

The Midianites> who had seduced the children 
of Israel to licentiousness and idolatry, were, 
on this account, exceedingly obnoxious to the 
divine displeasure, and the Lord had determined 
diat they should be destroyed. To effect their 
OvertfarowjMoses caused a thousand people to be 
fltlected from every tribe and sent them forth, 
with Fhinehas, the son of £Ieazar, to the battle. 
The most signal success attended the Israelites 
in their contest, for they soon defeated the ene- 
my ; stew all their males; took all their women 
and children captive; burnt their cities and 
their castles, and carried away their flocks and 
herds with all their treasure. In this war, Ba- 
laam, the soothsayer, was slain. When the ar- 
my returned, Moses was dissatisfied with the 
lenity that had been shewn in saving all the 
women and children, a part of whom he ordered 
to be slain. The spoil was then duly apportion- 
ed among the victors, the congregation and the 
priests. . 

The two tribes of Reuben and Gad, being tn 
possession of great numbers of cattle, requested 
of Moses that their inheritance might be given 
to them on the east side of Jordan where they 
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then were, as the place was remarkably well 
suited to the support of flocks and herds. Their 
request was granted on condition that tiiey 
would go over Jordan with their brethren to as* 
8ist them in subduing the native inhabitants, and 
not return to their possessions until all the tribes 
bad become quietly settled in the land. To this 
thej agreed, and there was allotted to them, to- 
gemer with the half tribe of Manasseh an inher- 
itance on the east side of Jordan, consisting of 
the country of Sihon, king of the Amorites and 
Og, kiDg of Bashan, the land« and all the cities 
thereof, which they rebuilt. 

The children of Israel had now made forty 
twojournies since their departure fromSeypt* 
all of which Moses recordea by command of the 
Lord. After the arrangement had been made 
with the tribes of Reuben and Ghid and the half 
tribe of Manasseh, and a solemn injunction had 
been given to the congregation utterly to de- 
stroy the Canaanites on the other side Jordan^ 
with their images and their groves, the bounds 
of the country which they were to inhabit were 
described* and suitable men were appointed to 
nake the division of the land. It was, also» or* 
dered that forty ei^t cities should be given to 
the Levites, as their dwelling places, with sub- 
iirbs for their cattle, of which cities six were to 
be refuges for the man slayer. Some addition*" 
al regulations were then made in regard to the 
inbejitance of daughters, b;^ which they were 
required to marry within their own tribes, in or- 
der that their possessions might not be alienat- 
ed, and in the year of the jubilee be placed in 
the hands of some other than the fan^iiy of their 
fathers. • 
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REMARKS* 

1. There is nothing more remarkable in the 
book of Kumbers than the instances which are 
mentioned of the ingratitude and rebellion of 
the children of Israel, notwithstanding the im- 
mediate presence of God and the repeated pun- 
ishments which were inflicted upon them. We 
can only account for their wickedness by re- 
ferring to th(^ deep rooted depravity of the hu- 
man heart, which leads, in. contempt of judge- 
ment and if mercy, to every evil work. 

£. The Isra^lit^s, on being refused a passage 
through the land ofEdom, did not attempt to 
force their way into the country. This was 
owing to tlieir unwillingness to fight with those 
who, like themselves, had descended from Isaac, 
the child of promise. 

3. The healing virtue which was experienced 
by those who had been bitten by fiery serpents, 
on looking at the image of brass, was derived 
from God alone, who thereby presented a type or 
emblem of the sacrifice which was to be made 
in after a^es upon the cross. The brazen ser- 
pent remained among the Jews more than 760 
yjears, until the time of Hezekiab, when it became 
an object of idolatry, and on this account was 
ordered to be destroyed. 

. 4. The character of Balaam as a prophet is 
H^sulqect of some difficulty. The general opin- 
ion is, that he was, at first, divinely ins|Hred, 
tmt in consequence of his covetous disposition, 
the Holy Spirit departed from him, and he sought 
the aid of demons. The Almishty, however, re- 
visited him to counteract the designs of Balak, 
and he was oomBelled to declare the future 
greatness of the Israelites. His language is 



sublime in a very high degree, and he points 
out with great clearness the advent of the Me* 
siah. 

5. The imputation of cruelty and injustice 
has been affixed to the conduct of the Israelites 
in the destruction of other nations ; and from this 
it has been argued that they could not have been 
under the direction of the Supreme Being. But 
it is to be remembered that their government 
was a real theocracy, and it is no more incon- 
sistent with our ideas of the divine attributes 
that God should use his immediate subjects as 
instruments to punish sinners, than that he 
should employ the elements in the same way, by 
causing earthquakes and tempests to accom- 
plish their ruin. 

LESSON XIX. 

The forty years' travels of the Israelites be- 
ing ueariy expired, Moses, considering that the 
then generation was either sprung up since the 
law was given at Mount Sinai, or that the peo- 
pie were at that time so young that they could 
not remember and understand it, thojsgbt pro- 
per to repeat the whole to them, thafthey might 
not be deficient in the performance of their ap^ 
pointed duties. This repetition constitutes the 
principal part of the book of Deuteronomy, 
which has its name from the circumstance, and 
which contains a brief relation of all things that 
had befallen the Israelites since their departure 
out of Evypt ; the goodness of God ; the ingrat- 
itude and rebellion of the congregation, and the 
severe judgements which they had experienced 
in consequence of their sins. 

After a pause in which Moses estabhshed 
7 
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^ree cities of refuge for the man slayer on the 
east side of Jordan^ he proceeded to give them a 
summary of the laws which had been delivered 
him^ an4 reminded them of the solemn manner 
in which the^ were communicated as well as of 
the great obligations which thej were under to 
observe them. He encouraged them to faithful- 
ness by a promise of blessing and threatened 
them with tne heaviest calamities in case of dis- 
obedience. He warned them against trusting 
in their own righteousness and strength, by re- 
minding them of the backslidings ot their fa- 
thers. He directed them to destroy all the 
monuments of idolatry in the land whither they 
were going, and to frequent the place which God 
should choose to put his name in. He renewed 
the covenant which God had made with their 
fathers in Horeb and commanded them to pro- 
claim on the mountains Gerizim and Ebal be- 
yond Jordan blessings on such as observed it 
and curses on those who broke it, and to erect 
there an altar on which its terms and condi- 
tions might be written. Several other direc- 
tions he, also, gave them relative to their future 
conduct in Canaan ; and after composing a di- 
vine son^ for the use of the people, he took a 
toleimi ftrewel of them, bestowing a prophetic 
Messing on each tribe as Jacob had done previ- 
ous to his death. He then, in obedience to the 
word of the Lord, went up from the plains of 
Moab into mount Nebo, where, from an elevated 
place called Piseah, he beheld the whok land of 
Canaan. After being told that this was the in- 
heritance promised to th% posterity of Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob, he died^ being one hundred and 
twenty years old* and the Lord buried him in a 
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place which was never afterwards dbcovered* 
At the time of his death his eye was not dim 
nor his natural force abated. And there arose 
not in Israel a prophet like unto him whom the 
Lord knew face to face. 



REMARKS. 
1. There can be no doubt that Moses was the 
author of the first five books in the old testa- 
ment, with the exception of the last chapter of 
Deuteronomy which was probably added by 
Joshua. No other person was so well qualified 
to prepare a history of the Jewish nation, and, in- 
deed, a great many particulars are related which 
could not have been communicated by any but 
himself. The Jews have always attributed the 
Pentateuch to Moses, and in the new testa* 
ment there are several allusions to him as the 
author. 

2. Moses was forty years old when he fled 
from Pharaoh into the land of Midian ; he re- 
mained there forty years, and he was forty years 
with the people in the wilderness. Aaron was 
three years older than Moses and died but a 
short time before him. The event of Moses* 
death happened about two thousand five hun- 
dred and fifty years after the creation, and one 
thousand four hundred and fifty before Christ. 

3. The traditions of the patriarchs were ve- 
ry easily handed down to the time of Moses, s^ 
that there could have been no difficulty in his 
obtaining a correct knowledge of the earliest 
events. Methuselah conversed with Adam and 
with Noah. Shem lived until Jacob's time, and 
the grandfather of Moses was the son of Levi. 

4. Moses was an eminent type, both in his 
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cAce and his character, of Jesus Christ, the 
Saviour of the world. 

5. The mountains of Abarim were situated 
between the two rivers Arnon and Jordan, and 
commanded an extensive prospect ot the land 
of Canaan. Nebo and Pisgah were one and the 
same mountain, the latter being the name which 
denoted the highest elevation. 

6. Lt has been thought that the sepulchre of 
Moses was concealed lest the people, from their 
natural disposition to idolatry, should make his 
body an object of worship and adoration. 

LESSON XX. 

The book of Joshua, which is supposed to 
have been written bj the person whose name 
it bears, continues the history of the Israelites 
from the death of Moses for a period of about 
thirty years. After the event recorded in the 
last chapter of Deuteronomy had taken place, 
the Lord appeared unto Joshua and renewed 
the promise of inheritance which had been made 
to his predecessor, and assured him, that the 
most distinguished blessings awaited the people, 
on condition of ttieir faithful obedience to the 
divine laws. Having, in a very solemn man- 
ner, received his commission, he directed the 
officers of the host to prepare for a passage over 
the river Jordan, which was to take place with- 
in three days from the time of his speaking to 
them, and he, also, reminded the children of 
Reuben and of Gad, and the half tribe of Ma- 
nasseh, who had received their possessions on 
the east side of Jordan, of their obligatioDS to 
;o over with their brethren and assist them in 

e conquest of the country. 



The Israelites were now encamped opposite 
the citj of Jericho, and thither Joshua had sent 
two men, as spies, to ascertain the situation and 
defence of the place, who, upon their arrival, 
entered into the house ol a certain woman, nan\- 
ed Rahab. This circumstance was immedi- 
ately made known to the king, who sent mes- 
sengers to Rahab, commanding her to deliver 
the spies into his hands, but she concealed them 
in her house, and deceived the messengers who 
brought the king's order. The latter then de- 
parted, after which she sent the strangers awaj 
privately, first claiming and receiving from them 
a promise, that upon taking the city, kindness 
sliould be shewed to her and to her father's 
house. The spies fled to the mountain where 
tliey abode three days, until their pursuers had 
relinquished the chase, when they returned to 
Joshua and informed him of all that had happen- 
ed to them. 

The next morning, the congregation removed 
to the banks of Jordan, and the river was passed 
in a miraculous manner, the waters being sepa- 
rated as in the former instance of crossing the 
Red sea. The priests who bore the ark stood 
firm upon dry ground in the midst of the river 
and all the people went over in safety. As a 
memorial of this extraordinary circumstance, 
Joshua, by command of the Lord, caused twelve 
stones to be taken from the bed of the river and 
laid up in the form a pillar at Gilgal, on the oth- 
er side. He also placed twelve stones in the 
place where the priests stood in the mnfct of 
Jordan. Among those that went over into the 
plains of Jericho were about forty thousand men 
prepared for war. 
7 1 



rs 

After the encampment of the Israelites on 
the west bank of Jordan, the ordinance of cir- 
cumcision> which had been neglected during 
theirjournejings in the wilderness, was renewed, 
and the passover was celebrated with due so- 
lemnitj. On the following day, the congrega- 
tion eat of the produce of the land of Canaan ; 
and, from that time, the manna, with which they 
had before been regularly supplied, ceased. As 
Joshua was standing by Jericho, there appeared 
unto him an angel of the Lord, who directed 
him in what manner to proceed in his attack up- 
on the city. The armed men were to march 
round the walls with seven priests who were to 
carry trumpets, and these were to be followed 
by the ark of the Lord. This procession was 
to be continued once a day for sis successive 
days, and on the seventh day the place was to 
be encompassed seven times, and on the seventh 
time it was directed that the priests should blow 
their trumpets, which were made of rams' horns, 
and that a general shout should be given by the 
array, at which the power of God, miraculously 
inani^sted, would cause the walls to fall level 
with the ground. All this was done, and the 
event was according to the divine declaration. 
On the seventh day, the army of Joshua was 
enabled to march into the city, and the inhabi- 
tants thereof, with the exception of Rahab and her 
relations, were all destroyed, together with their 
flocks and their herds. The city itself was then 
buri|^with fire, and all that it contained, save 
the silver and gold and the vessels of brass and 
of iron, which were reserved for the treasury of 
Hie Lord. X heavy curse was afterwards pro- 
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nouDced by Joshua upon the man who should 
t?er attempt to rebuild it or to set up its gates. 

Jericho being destroyed, a small detachment 
was sept up to another city, at the distance of 
about twelve miles, called Ai; but success did 
not attend the expedition. This circumstance 
greatly discouraged the Israelites, and Joshua 
went to seek counsel and to inquire of the Lord. 
He was told that in the taking of Jericho a great 
sin had been committed; for that in violation of 
the command of God, some one had received of 
the accursed things of the heathen which had 
been doomed to destruction, and appropriated 
them to his own use, iti consequence of which 
the divine displeasure had been provoked, and 
that no further success could be expected until 
the abomination was discovered and removed. 
Lots were then cast far the purpose of ascer- 
taining the person of the offender, who was 
found to be of the tribe of Judah, Achan by 
name. He was immediately apprehended, when 
he made confession of his fault, particularizing 
the articles which his covetousness had induced 
him to take, after which, he and his family were 
stoned to death, and the Lord turned from the 
fierceness of his anger. 

Joshua, having received encouragement from 
the Lord, now proceeded to march against Ai. 
In the first place, however, he selected thirty 
thousand men and sent them away with direc- 
tions to conceal themselves behind the city, 
^hich,bejng done, he, with the remainder of tfie 
host, openly approached the walls to battle. 
The inhabitants, encouraged by their former suc- 
cess, immediately came out against the Israel- 
ites who, at the first onset, gave way and re» 
7 2 
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treated. But this was only a stratagem to draw 
the men of Ai to a considerable distance from 
the city into the plain, and as soon as they had 
thus succeeded in their designs, the ambush be- 
hind the walls, upon a preconcerted signal which 
was given by Joshua, speedily arose, entered 
the city and set it on fire. Then the people 
who had, at first, fled towards the wilderness, 
turned upon their pursuers, and those from the 
city came out against them, by which means they 
were enclosed by the Israelites and completely 
destroyed. The number of the slain was twelve 
thousand. The king of Ai was hung upon a gib- 
bet, after which his body was buried under a 
heap of stones. The cattle and spoil were di- 
vided among the soldiers, who effectually reduc- 
ed the city to a mere pile of rubbish. The bat- 
tle being ended, Joshua erected an altar on 
mount Ebal and offered sacrifices and read the 
law with the blessings and curses as had been 
commanded by Moses. 

LESSON XXI, 

After the destruction of the two cities of Jer- 
icho and Ai with their inhabitants, the kings of 
the country round about, who had heard thereof, 
were greatly alarmed for the safety of their res- 
pective dominions, and entered into a confed- 
eracy to oppose Joshua and his army. Whilst 
their measures were preparing, the people who 
dwelt in several cities in the neighbourhood, 
the largest of which was called Gibeon, resolved 
to avoid the danger which threatened them, by 
craftily making peace with the invaders. To 
this end they sent embassadors to Joshua, who 
represented themselves as persons from a great 
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distance who had heard of the fame of the Is- 
raelites and were desirous, in behalf of their na- 
tion, to enter into a covenant of friendship and 
amity with thera. To give the color of truth to 
their statement, they disguised themselves with 
old worn out garments and shoes, and carried 
in their hands dry and mouldy bread with rent 
bottles of wine, all of which they declared were 
new when they came from home and had be> 
come thus damaged by reason of their long 
journey. In this manner they deceived the He- 
brews, who readily entered into a league with 
them and sealed it with their oaths. But dis- 
covering at Iength,the fraud, and coming to their 
cities which were within three days* journey 
from Gilgal, Joshua and his people were greatly 
disconcerted and perplexed. They did not, 
however, put the Gibeonites to the sword, but 
reduced them to a state of abject servitude, and 
they continued in the land as bondmen to the 
tribes of the Lord. 

In consequence of the peace which was thus 
.made between the children of Israel and the 
Gibeonites, some of the neighboring princes were 
greatly offended with the latter and made war 
vpon them in order to chastise them for what 
they deemed their cowardice. The Gibeonites 
immmediately sent to Joshua for assistance, 
who went up with his army and completely de- 
stroyed the hosts of the king of Jerusalem, the 
king of Hebron, the king of Jarmuth, the king 
of l^achish, and the king of Eglon. It was dur- 
ing this encounter that God, at the request of 
his servant Joshua, so altered the course of na- 
ture that the sun and moon apparently stood 
Ml in the heavens for the space of a whole day* 



The Lord miraculously aided hig people in the 
battle, and as mapj of the enemy were killed by 
hail stones which fell upon them^ as by the 
sword of their pursuers. The five kings fled 
and hid 'themselves in « cave ; but, being (lis- 
covered, they were brought forth by command 
of Joshua and put to death. After this, the ar- 
mv proceeded through the land, destroying the 
inhabitants and their cities, according to the 
directions which God had given them, and with 
none made they peace except the Gibeonites as 
has before been related. The whole number of 
kings which Joshua vanquished on the west side 
of Jordan, and whose dominions were taken 
possession of by the Israelites, was thirtv one. 
The conquests being, at length, extended as 
far as was thought necessary at the time, Josh- 
ua was directed to divide the country among 
the nine tribes and an half who had as yet re-r 
ceFved no provision. Hebron was set off to 
Caleb the son of Jephunneh, at his request, and 
according to the promise which had been given 
him by Moses, after which the lots were cast for 
the portions of the children of Judah and of 
Ephraim and the half tribe of Manasseh. Josh- 
ua then settled himself at a place called Sbiloh 
where the tabernacle was set up, and from which 
place he sent forth commissioners to survey the 
land in order that an equal division mignt be 
made for the seven remaining tribes. Accord- 
ing to their report, a just distribution took place, 
in which the families of Benjamin ; of Simeou 
who received their inhrritance from that of the 
tribe of Judah; of Zebu Ion; of lssachar;of 
Asher; of Napthali and of Dan were made ac- 
quainted with the sitqatioQ and bounds of their 
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destined possessions. When the division wai» 
completed, the children of Israel, by general 
agreement, gave Joshua an inheritance in Mount 
Ephraira where he built a city and established 
his residence. The places of' refuge were then 
appointed for the man slayer, and, agreeably to 
the divine command, the Levites received their 
forty eight cities with the suburbs. 

While Joshua remained in Shiloh, he gave an 
honorable dismission to the two tribes of Reu* 
ben and Gad and the half tribe of Manasseh 
who returned to the inheritance which had beea 
allotted them on the east side of Jordan. Upon 
their arrival at their appointed dwelling places 
they erected an altar, not for a distinct religious 
use, but as a memorial to succeeding genera- 
tions that, although they were separated by the 
river from the other tribes, yet they were still 
their brethren and worshippers of the same God. 
This transaction, however, gave great offence to 
the people who were on the east side of Jordan, 
and they prepared to go over in arms that they 
might punish the supposed apostates. But it 
was thought best, before proceeding to extremi- 
ties, to send messengers in order to ascertain: 
the truth of the charges which had been brought 
against their brethren, and to expostulate with 
them for their imagined idolatry. A satisfacto- 
ry explanation of their conduct was given by the 
two tribes and an half to the messengers, who 
returned to Shiloh, and by their account so pa- 
cified the people that they at once relinquished 
their hostile intentions. 

From this period, no remarkable event occur- 
red nn til the death of Joshua which happened 
about twenty years afterwards Finding his 
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disBolutioD near at hand, he summoned an as» 
semblj of the people and reminded them ofthe 
great things which God had done for them, at 
the same time pointing out their duties and their 
dangers, and receiving from them a solemn 
promise that they would faithfully serve the 
Lord who had protected and blessed them. 
Soon after, he died at the a^e of one hundred 
and ten years, and was buned* The bones of 
Joseph which had been brought out of Egypf, 
wer^,atthis time, solemnly interred inShechem, 
and ^bout the same period died Eleazar, the son 
of Aaron, the high priest 

REMARKS. 

1. The country in which the children of Is- 
rael settled was originally called the land of 
Canaan, and is now known by the name of Pal- 
estine, so termed from the Philistines, who in- 
habited that part of it which lay upon the sea 
coast. It is bounded on the north by Mount 
Libanus or Lebanon, which separates it from 
that part of Syria which was anciently called 
Phenicia ; on the east, by Mount Hermon'^which 
divides it from Arabia Deserta ; on the south, 
by Arabia Petrea, and on th^ west, by the Med- 
iterranean sea. It 18 one hundred and eighty 
five miles in length, and eighty in breadth, and 
is situated between 31 and 33 degrees of north 
latitude. The principal river is the Jordan, 
which has its source at the foot of Mount Le- 
banon, and after pursuing a southeasterly course 
discharges itself, at length, into the dead sea or 
lake of Sodom. 

S. The two mountains Ebal and Gerizim, on 
which Joshua caused the law, with the blessing 
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and curses to be read, according to the conv 
mand given to Moses, are separated bja vallej 
of only about 200 paces wide in which is situat- 
ed the town of Shechem. The blessings' were 
declared from Gerizim which was remarkable 
for its fruitfulness, and the curses from EbaU 
which was distinguished for its desolation and 
barrenness* On the former of these mountaina 
the Samaritans afterwards built a temple and 
worshipped the God of the Jews. 

3. Although Joshua was the successor of Mo- 
ses, jet he was not equally distinguished. With 
the latter the Lord spake face to face, but with 
the former by Urim and Thummim. 

4. In the affair of the Gibeonites the children 
of Israel undoubtedly committed a sin in not 
asking counsel of the Lord before they entered 
into a treaty of peace and friendship with them. 

5. It is remarkable that in the division of 4he 
land by lot, the several tribes received portions^ 
which, in regard to soil and situation, were ex- 
actly conformable to the predictions of Jacob 
and Moses. 

6. The descendants of Jacob were distin- 
guished by three general names. They were 
called Hebrews from Eber, one of the ancestors 
of Abraham, Israelites from Israel, and J^Wi 
fromJudah. The latter of these names was, 
however, more particularly appropriated to the 
two tribes which remained to the house of Da- 
vid, until after the Assyrian captivity, since 
which it has been indiscriminately applied to 
the whole nation. 

7. Joshua, like Moses, was a type of the Mes- 
siah. He was the leader of the armies of Israel 
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and conducted ttem in safety to their promised 
inheritance. 

8. It is the general opinion that this book 
was written by Joshua himself, although the last 
five verses must have been added bj one of bis 
successors. 

lesson'xxii. 

The book of Judges w^hich follows that of 
Joshua continues the history of the Israelites 
after their settlement in the land of Canaan for 
the period of about three hundred and nine 
years. The first chapter contains an account 
of some transactions which, it is supposed, pre- 
ceded the death of Joshua, particularly the agree- 
ment entered into between the tribes of Judah 
and Simeon to assist each other in their con- 
tests with the Canaanites ; the destruction of 
Adonibezek, and the valour displayed by 0th- 
niel, the kinsman of Caleb, to whom the latter 
gave his daughter Achsah to wife. This cir- 
cumstance is mentioned in the fifteenth chapter 
of Joshua. When the people were established 
in their respective inheritances, and the coun- 
try, at large, was brought under their control, 
thev did not, as they had been commanded, ut- 
terly exterminate tne nations of the land nor 
destroy their altars, but subjected the remnant 
of the inhabitants to bondage and tribute. In 
this they offended God, and prepared for their 
posterity many grievous calamities, for those who 
were left proved thorns in their side, and the 
idol gods became a snare unto them. 

After the death of Joshua, and under the in- 
flueuce of his solemn exhortation, the Israelites 
of the then existing generation proved faithful 
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to their vows of obedience in keeping the ordi- 
nances of their law, and served the Lord with 
constancy and zeal. But their descendants 
manifested a different character, forsaking the 
commandments of God and giving themselves 
up to the idolatry of the heathen. Then the 
hand of the Lord was against them and they 
were delivered into the power of their enemies. 
In the first place, the king of Mesopotamia was 
suffered to prevail against them and they re- 
mained in subjection to him eight years. From 
this bondage they were, at length, emancipated 
by Otbniel, who, being divinely inspired, became 
the judge of Israel, and under his government 
the land had rest for forty years After his 
death, however, the people returned to their for- 
mer evil habits, and became the prey of Eglon, 
king of Moab, whom they served eighteen years. 
From him they were delivered by Ehud, who 
slew Eglori with his own hand, and under whose 
administration peace and freedonr\ were restored 
to the land, which continued undisturbed for 
^'g^tj years. Next to him was raised up Sham- 
gar who killed six hundred Philistines with an 
ox ^oad. 

The repeated interpositions of providence in 
favour of the Israelites did not lead them to 
obedience, and they were again overcome by 
their enemies Jabin, the king of Canaan, re- 
duced them to bondage, and treated them with 
great rigour and cruelty. But the Lord had 
not forgotten to be gracious, and he raised them 
up deliverers in the persons of Deborah and Ba- 
rak. The army of Sisera the captain of Jabin's 
host, was defeated, and he himself fle<l away on 
foot to the tent of Jael the Kenite, who, when 
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lie was asleep, thrust a nail intoliis temples so 
that he died. Barak and Deborah composed a 
sablime hjmn of praise which thej sung iu com- 
memoration of the victory. The land was agaio 
restored to its former quietness ; but at the ex- 
piration of forty years the Midianites came up- 
on it with their oppressions and vexations and 
the people were involved in very great calamitj. 
To give them relief, the angel of the Lord ap- 
peared unto a person whose name was Gideon, 
of a poor family of the tribe of Manasseh, and 
commissioned him to undertake and accomplish 
the deliverance of his countrymen. He com- 
menced his exploits by casting down an altar 
which his father had set up, after which he gath- 
ered together an army and prepared to give bat- 
tle to the Midianites who had been reinforced 
by the Amalekites and others. 

To be assured ot the success of his enterprise, 
Gideon requested the Lord to give him a sign, 
which was, that the dew might fall upon a fleece of 
wool which he should lay upon the floor while the 
earth around was dry. His request being grant- 
ed, he desired that on the next night the mira- 
cle might be reversed, the fleece continuing dry 
while the dew lay upon the ground. This be- 
ing also complied with, he arranged his men on 
the following day in order for battle. But be- 
ing told by the Lot-d that his host was too nu- 
merous, he gave liberty to all who were fearful 
or unwilling to engage in the combat to return 
to their homes. Of this permission, twenty two 
thousand availed themselves, and there remain- 
ed with Gideon only ten thousand. It was de- 
termined, however, by the Lord that the victory 
should not be won by the sword or the spear. 
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in order that the Israelites might have no occa- 
sion for boasting and vain glorj. He, therefore, 
declared it to be his will that the army should 
still be diminished, and Gideon was directed to 
lead his soldiers to the water, and from the dif- 
ferent manner of their drinking to make a se- 
lection for the intended engagement. In the 
issue only three hundred men remained with 
Gideon all the rest being sent away to their 
tents. With this small force he proceeded 
against the enemy, and having been encouraged 
by a dream which was related to him, he divid- 
ed his men into three companies and put a 
trumpet in the hand of each man, with empty 
pitchers and lamps within the pitchers. In 
this manner they began their march in the night, 
and when they arrived at the Midianitish camp, 
they all, at once, blew their trumpets, and brake 
their pitchers, and shouted — the sword of the 
Lord and Gideon I which so confused and ter- 
rified their enemies that they fled in great dis- 
order and became an easy prey to their pur- 
suers. Two princes of the Midianites, Oreb 
and Zeb, were taken in their flight and put to 
death. 

LESSOjTxXlII. 
Gideon, in his pursuit of the enemy, was re- 
proached bv the Ephraimites for not callin|; 
them in to his assistance ; but he quickly paci- 
fied them, and passed on to a place called Sud- 
coth, where he reouested th^ inhabitants to sup- 
ply his people with refreshment, which was un- 
charitably and wickedly refused. This want 
of hospitalitjT excited his resentment, and he de- 
clared that, If he was successful in his expedi* 
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tion, he would inflict upon the men of Succoth 
the punishment which their crime deserved. 
Having experienced a similar treatment at Peo- 
uel, he, also, departed from the place with a 
like assurance. With hi^ sroali band of follow- 
ers, fatigued and distressed as thej were, he 
continued the march, and, at length, overtaking 
the Midianites, he discomfited the whole host, 
and carried away captive their two kings, Zeba 
and Zalmunna. On his return, he executed the 
threatened vengeance upon the cities which had 
withheld the relief that he supplicated, and af- 
terwards put to death the captive princes. 

Gideon, having thus restored peace and liber- 
ty to his country, the Israelites came to hira 
from all parts, and promised to secure the gov- 
ernment to him and his family. He, however, 
nobly rejected thejr offers, and told them that 
the Lord should be their ruler, and that to him 
alone their obedience was due. For forty years 
after this the land continued in quietness, at the 
expiration of which period Gideon died and was 
buried in the sepulchre of his father. The only 
act of imprudence with which he seems chargea- 
ble was the formation of an ephod from the or- 
naments of the subdued Midianites, which gave 
occasion for the apostacy of the people, and be- 
came a snare for the ruin of his own family. 

Upon the death of Gideon, the Israelites re- 
turned to their evil habits and provoked the 
Lord to ^nger by their idolatry. They forgot 
the benefits that had been conferred upon them 
by their former commander, and advanced as 
their ruler one of his sons, named Abimelech, 
who was distinguished only for his wickedness, 
and who had no claims to the office to whieh he 
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Wiis promoted. Ho iro mediate! j caused Ut 
seventj brethren to be apprehended, when he 
cruelly put them all to death, with the excep- 
tion of Jotham, the youngest, who found means 
to escape, and fled to the top of Mount Q%riz\m, 
which overlooked the city of Shechem. Thert 
he expostulated with the people upon their in- 
justice to the house of his father, and delivered 
to them a parable which he closed with the de» 
nunciation of a curse both upon Abimelech and 
his supporters. At the end of three years, the 
evil which he had imprecated began to be expe^^ 
rienced ; the Shechemites engaged in a severe 
contest with their ruler, and, at last, both parties 
were punished according to their deserts and 
became the instruments of each other^s destruc^ 
tion. The men of Shechem were joined by a 
prince of the country named Gaal, who far a 
time gave them protection, but, at length, througft 
the artifice of Zebul, ike ruler of the place, he 
was drawn into open battle with AUmelech and 
defeated with his followers. The city was then 
ravaged ; its walls were levelled with the ground^ 
and the inhabitants put to the sword. Those 
of the people who were not involved in this 
slaughter, to the number of about a thousand^ 
had s1)ut themselves up In a tower* but aftet- 
wards sought refuge in the ho«[se of one of their 
idols. Abimelech was soon informed of their 
retreat, upon which he set fire to the buildbg, 
and all that were in it perished in the flames* 
H« then marched with his company against 
Thebez, which he took without difficulty. The 
inhabitants retreated to a strong castle within 
the city, whither their enemy foHowed them 
with the design of forcing the tower or of set- 
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ting it on fire. But his intentions were frus- 
trated by a woman» who threw from the battle- 
ments a large piece of a mill stone which fell 
upon bis head and mortall j wounded him. He 
then, to avoid the disgrace of having it said that 
his death had been caused by a woman, request- 
ed his armour bearer to dispatch him with his 
sword- This was accordingly done, and when 
the soldiers saw that their leader was dead, they 
dispersed, every man retiring to his own habita- 
tion. Thus the injustice of the Shechemites in 
advancing Abimelech to be their ruler, and the 
cruelty of the latter in i^urdering his brethren, 
received their, merited chastisement. 

Abimelech being dead, there arose to defend 
Israel a man of the tribe of Issachar whose 
name was Tolah, and he filled the office of a 
judge twenty three years. Tp him succeeded 
Jair, a Gileadite, whose administration continu- 
ed twenty two years. During the time of these 
two judges the affairs of the nation appear to 
have been prosperous, but after the death of the 
Iatter» a great degeneracy in manners and reli- 
gion took place, which paved the way for new 
and severe afflictions. The Philistines and the 
Ammonites invaded the country and held it in 
subjection eighteen years. The people cried 
bitterly unfo the Lord, acknowled^ng their in- 
iquities and imploring mercy and foi^veness. 
But they were rebuked for their ingratitude, 
and bade to call upon the idols they had chosen, 
for. deliverance from their calamities. They, 
then, earnestly commenced the work of refor- 
mation, and put away their idols and served 
their Maker, and his eye was again turned upon 
them with pity. There was^ at this time in the 
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land of Tob, where he had fled from the oppres- 
sions and hatred of hi$r brethren^ a man of 6iU 
ead, whose name was Jepthah, and to him mes- 
sengers were sent entreating him to return to 
his country and take command of the armj 
against the Ammonites. After reminding them 
of the manner in which he had been banished 
from his home, and receiving from them a pro- 
mise that, in case of success, thej would re* 
main in subjection to his authority, he agreed 
to accompany them, and was made captain 
over the host. Previous to the commencement 
of hostilities, he remonstrated, but in vain, with 
the Ammonites upon the rashness and injustice 
of their continuing to oppress and harass Israel ; 
and, also made a solemn vow to the Lord, that, 
if he was favoured with victory, he would offer 
in sacrifice the first object that should meet him 
from the doors of his house, upon his return* 
He was successful in his engagement with the 
enemy ; but little did he think of the calamity 
which was about to fall upon his own head. 
When he approached his habitationi he beheld 
his only daughter, the tenderest object of his 
love, coming forth to meet him, with music and 
dancing, to honour his exploits. At this un- 
welcome sight he was plunged into the deepest 
affliction, but he could not retract the vow that 
he had sworn. He, therefore, made his child 
acquainted with the same, who received the fa- 
tal intelligence with meekness^ and piety, and 
calmly submitted to the sacrifice. 

In consequence of the victory of Jepthah 
over the Ammonites, the children of Ephraim, 
who had not been invited to partake of the suc- 
cess and glory of the contest, were greatly of- 
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fended, in consemience of Mhich a civil war im- 
mediately ensued. The Ephraimites, however, 
were defeated, and there fell of them in the ac- 
tion and at the passages of Jordan, where those 
iivho fied were detected by their manner of pro* 
flouncing the word Shibboleth, fortj two thou- 
ganikmen. This affair being settled, Jepthah 
continued to judge fsrael six years, at the ex- 
piration of which he died and was buried. His 
days were, probably, shortened by the distress 
occasioned ^ the melancholy catastrophe in 
relation to his daughter. <• 

lessonIcxiv. 

The successors of Jepthah were Ibzan, who 
judged Israel seven fears ; Elon, who continued 
in office ten years* and Abdon, whose adminis- 
tration was eight years. Upon the death of the 
latter, the people relapsed into their old impie- 
ties, in consequence of which, God permitted 
them to be invaded and oppressed, forty years, 
by the Philistines, from whom they were, at 
length, relieved by a most extraordinary person. 

In the tribe of Dan was a man whose name 
was Manoah, and who dwelt in a place called 
Zorah. On a certain day, the angel of the 
Lord* appeared unto the wife of Manoah, and 
declared to her that she should become the 
mother of a son who would be a Nazarite unto 
God, and an avenger of the wrongs done to his 
countrymen bv the Philistines. She immedi- 
ately related the circumstance to her husband, 
who thereupon besought the Lord that the mes- 
senger which had been sent to them might be 
commissioned to renew bis visit. He» accord- 
iogly^ appeared a{gain to the woman when she 
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was alone in the field ; but no conversation en* 
sueii until Manoah had received from his wife 
information of the fact, and repaired to the 
place where he stood. The angel then repeated 
tho directions which had been previously given, 
after which he confirmed his authority l^^y as- 
cending in the flame of the sacrifice which Ma- 
noah offered upon the altar. 

In process of time the child was born, and his 
name was called Samson, and the spirit of the 
Lord was upon him. Being come to years of ma- 
turity^ he saw among the Philistines a woman up- 
on wiiom he placed nis affections, and requested 
his parents to obtain her for his wife. They re- 
monstrated with him upon the subject, but he 
persisted in his request, and, at length, they con- 
sented to accompany him to Timnath the resi- 
dence of the damsel. On tlieir way thither, 
while Samson w^s pursuing his course, probably, 
at a distance from his parents, a young lion rose 
up against him, and such was his miraculous 
strength that he laid hold of him and rent him 
as he would a kid. On their arrival at Timnath, 
the parents of Samson consulted with the father 
and mother of the young woman, and gained 
their consent to the marriage ; and, a day being 
fixed for its celebration, they returned with their 
son to their own home. At the time appointed 
for the nuptials, they again went down to Tim- 
nath, and on their way, Samson, remembering 
his encounter with the lion, turned aside to 
look at the carcase, in which, to his great sur- 
prise, he found a swarm of bees and a quantity 
of honey. His journey being ended, he pre- 
pared for the marriage, and, according to the 
custom of the country, made a feast which lasted 
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seven days, and which was attended hy thir- 
ty young men of the Philistines. ' To his guests 
Samson put forth a riddle, founded upon the 
discovery which he had made in the carcase of 
th€ Hon, in the following words — ^**Out of the 
eater came forth meat, and out of the strong 
came forth sweetness.*" He told them that if 
tiiey would expound the meaning of this riddle 
during the continuance of the feast be would 
grve tnem thirty sheets and thirty changes of 
raiment. This they were unable to do of them- 
selves ; but they prevailed with the wife of Sam- 
son to draw the secret from him and declare it 
to them, threatening, in case of her refusal, that 
they would burn her and her father's house with 
fire. The stratagem succeeded, and towards the 
close of the seventh day, one of them, in the 
name of the rest, said to Samson, " What is 
sweeter than honey and what i$ stronger than a 
lion ?" These questions. satisfied him that his 
wife had discovered the secret to the Philistines, 
and he was greatly incensed at the transaction. 
Determined, however, to fulfil his engagement, 
he went down to Ashkelon and slew thirty of the 
Philistines and gave their clothes to those who 
had expounded the riddle. In the heat of his 
passion he then left his wife, and went back to 
his father's house at Zorah; but on visiting her 
again after the lapse of some days, he was in- 
formed, to his astonishment, that she was mar- 
ried to one of the young men who had attended 
the feast, it being supposed by her parents that 
Samson had no intention of returning to Timtiath. 
Her father, however, made him an offer of a 
younger daughter, which he did not seem in- 
clined to accept f and, believing that the Philis- 



S7 

tines had occasioned him the loss of his wife, 
he resolved to execute upon them, without dis* 
tinction» an ample revenge. For this purposct 
he caught three hundred foxes, and having tied 
them together, he fastened a fire brand between 
evenr two, and in this manner turned them into 
the fields and vineyards of his enemies. The con- 
flagration immediately became general, and the 
corn, the vines and the olives were wholly des- 
troyed. The Philistines, ascertaining that it 
was Samson who had done them this injury, and 
supposins; that he had been incensed to it by the 
family ofhis wife, they came up and took her 
with her father and burnt them both alive. Sam- 
son then went out against them, and smote them 
with a great slaughter, after which he took up 
his abode on the top of a hio;h rock. There he 
was taken by the men of Judah ; bound with 
BOW cords, and delivered into the hands of the 
Philistines who brought him to Lehi. At this 
place the Spirit of the Lord came upon him, 
and, in the greatness of his strength, he burst 
the cords with which he was bound, and with 
tha jaw bone of an ass which he accideiitally 
found, slew, at once, a thousand men. 

LESS^XXV. 

The confidence which Samson derived from 
his extraordinary strength, and the achievements 
which he had performed, induced him to go 
openly to Gaza, one of the chief cities of the 
Philistines, where he took up his abode with a 
woman of the place. The inhabitants hearing 
of his arrival, prepared to make him their pris- 
oner, but he arose at midnight and carried a^aj 
the gates of the city, with the posts and bars, 
8 S 
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and deposited them upon the top of a hill be- 
fore Heoron. Some time after this occurrence, 
he formed an intimacy with a woman named 
' Delilah, who, at the instigation of her country- 
men, prevailed upon him to acquaint her with 
the source of his great strength, which he in- 
formed her, after many entreaties and expostu- 
lations, depended upon the hair of his head 
which had never been shaved. This, therefore, 
she caused to be cut off during his sleep, and 
then delivered him into the hands of his ene- 
mies. They immediately bound him, and hav- 
ing put out his eyes, caused him to grind in the 
prison house. On a certain festival, when a 
great sacrifice was to be offered to Dagon their 
god, Samson was ordered to be brought forth 
where the people were assembled to rejoice, in 
order to make them sport. Being placed in the 
centre of the house which was full of people, 
besides more than three thousand who sat upon 
the roof,, he entreated the person who held him 
by the hand to direet him to the pillars which 
supported the building, that he might rest him- 
self by> leaning upon them. This request being 
complied with, he immediately offered a fervent 
prayer to the Lord, and then bowing himself 
with all his might, removed the pillars from 
their place, so that the whole edifice fell, and 
all that it contained, within and above, together 
with Samson, were crushed to death. His body 
was afterwards taken away by his brethren and 
buried in the sepulchre of his father. At the 
time of his death, he had judged Israel twenty 
years. 

During the time in which the judges ruled Is- 
rael, several circumstances occurred which are 
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recorded bj the sucred historian, sis evideacei 
of the apostacj and corruption of manners 
which prevailed. In Mount Ephraim lived a 
man by the name of Micah, who had stolen from 
his mother a large sum of money which she had 
dedicated to the purpose of making a gratea 
and a molten image. He, however, at length, re<^ 
stored the whole sum* amounting to eleven 
hundred shekels of silver, a part of which was 
immediately applied to the use for which it was 
originally intended. The idols being made» 
they were placed in the house of Micah with 
other images which he possessed, and he conse- 
crated one of his sons to be his priest. But it 
happened, in a short time, that a Levite passed 
along that way, and rested on his journey at the 
house of Micah. The latter, retaining some 
scruples of conscietice in regard to his proceed** 
ing, and being not altogether ignorant oC the 
institutions of the Lord» bargained with the Le* 
vite to remain in his service and officiate in the 
priesthood before his gods. 

The Levite who had been thus employed by 
Micah, was soon discovered by some of the tril>e 
of Dan» who were engaged in searching out 
lands where they might make a settlement, and 
being, subsequently, induced to accompany 
them in their ex;pedition, he carried away the 
images of Micah which were afterwards set up 
in a place that was originally called Laish, but 
which, being desolated and rebuilt, received the 
name of Dan. Here he continued to exercise 
his office, and in the idolatrous worship which 
he established the Danites continued under the 
priesthood of his deaceudants, for three hun« 
dred years. 

8 3 
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A further tranBaction, in which the wicked* 
ness of the times was illustrated, took place in 
Gibeah, which was then inhabited by the tribe 
of Benjamin- A certain Levite whose compan- 
ion had deserted him, pursued her to the house 
of her father, and having effected a reconcilia- 
tion, commenced his journey, with her, for his 
own home. On their way they arrived at the 
city of Jebus, which was afterwards called Jeru- 
salem, where the servant of the man was inclin- 
ed to tarry. But his master was unwilling to 
rest among strangers, and, therefore, proceeded 
on to Gib^h, where they arrived about sun set. 
Here he was invited into the house of an old 
man who belonged to Mount Ephraim, and by 
whom he was treated with the greatest kindness 
and hospitality. In the course of the evening; 
some of the men of the city, who were sons of 
Belial, surrounded the house, and proceeding to 
great violence, were finally guilty of the murder 
of the woman. Her body was afterwards di- 
vided by her husband into twelve pieces which 
were sent to the different tribes of Israel, in or^ 
derto rouse their resentment against the perpe- 
trators of the wrong done to the Levite. The 
result was, that the whole country made war 
against the tribe of Benjamin which, with the 
exception of six hundred men who fled into the 
wilderness, was entirely destroyed. 

When the Israelites began to reflect upon the 
severity with which they had punished their 
brethren, they repented of their proceedings and 
mourned for the event, parficularly,as they had 
all entered into a solemn enpragement not to suf- 
fer any marriage? between their daughters and 
the Benjamites who remained. To remedy this 
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evil, fliej went up against Jabesh Gilead, from 
which thej bad received no sapplies in the late 
contest, and put te death all the inhabitants, ex- 
cepting four hundred young women whom they 
reserved as wives for the Benjamites. The de- 
ficiency was supplied by the forcible seizure of 
the damsels of Shiloh, who were assembled for 
the celebration of a festival, and in this way the 
tribe was restored to its original standing. 

REMARKS. 

1. After the death of Joshua, the Israelites 
were for a long time without any king or sove- 
reign. Every tribe, being governed by its el- 
ders, chose its own commanders for war, who, 
by degrees, subdued the rest of the inhabitants 
of the country, either by destroying or making 
tiiem tributaries. The neighbouring kings of 
the tllanaanites opposed and sometimes subdued 
the Israelites, but God, from time to time, rais- 
ed them up deliverers, who for their services 
were appointed judges or supreme magistrates 
over the whole land. 

2. Ezra is supposed by some to have been the 
author of this book ; but the more probable opin- 
ion is, that it was composed by Samuel, who was 
the last of the Judges, and thus brought the his- 
tory down to his own time. 

S. In the choice of Abimelech as the success- 
or of Gideon, there was neither the call of God 
nor the consent of the people. He received his 
appointment from the men of Shechem, without 
the knowledge of Judah or the other tribes, al- 
though it appears that they submitted to hi«> au- 
thority. 

4. The extraordinary vow which was made 
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by Jepthahf and the circumstaiices attending; it; 
have been a subject of controversj among 
the learned. Many reasons have been urged to 
shew that his daughter was not literally sacri- 
ficedy but devoted to the service of God ; and 
this opinion is not only the most consistent with 
the feelings of humanity, but probably the most 
agreeable to the truth. 

5. The events which are recorded in the last 
five chapters of Judges are supposed to have 
taken place between the death of Joshua and 
the appointment of the first Judge. That the 
course of the history might not W interrupted, 
they were reserved to be related apart by them- 
selves. 

6. It is said that the strength of Samson lay 
in his hair. This, however, is to be considerea 
only as the sign upon which it was made de- 
pendent It was miraculously bestowed upon 
him by that Almighty Bein^ who raised him up 
for the purpose of aelivenng his country from 
the power of its enemies. 

7. The building which Samson threw down 
was formed in the shape of an amphitheatre, and 
solely adapted to the purposes of festivity oa 
particular occasions. The ends of the beams 
were united in a circle in the middle, where 
they were supported by two pillars in such a 
manner that ir these were removed, the whole 
must, of necessity, fall. 

8. The character of Samson is not free from 
blemishes and stains, yet he is mentioned by the 
apostle among those who accomplished their 
achievements by the mif^ty power of faith. 

9. The Philistines are supposed to have been 
a people originally from the island of Crete in 
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the Mediterranean sea- They came intbth^ 
land of Canaan before the time of Abraham, and 
dwelt along the sea coast Their country lay 
to the west of the inheritance of Judah and Ben* 
jamin, having Ephraim on the north. Their 
state was divided into five little kingdoms or 
principalities, the capital cities of which were 
Ashdod, Gaza, Ashkelon, Gath and Ekron. 
Their chief god was Da^on whom tbcy worship^ 
ped under the figure oia man issuing from the 
mouth of a fish. They were independent until 
the time of David, who subdued them. 

LESsorTxxvr. 

The book of Ruth, which derives its name 
from an individual whose history it contains, 
gives a relation of certain incidents which took 
place during the administration of the Judges^ 
either in the time of Deborah and Barak, or in 
that of Gideon. It is believed to have been - 
written by Samuel as a kind of supplement to 
the preceding book. We are first informed 
that the land was afflicted with a severe famine 
which induced many of the inhabitants to re- 
move from it, and among those who quitted 
their homes was a certain man of the tribe of 
Judah, named Elimelech, who, with his wife 
Naomi and his two sons Mahlon and Chifion, 
went to sojourn in the country of the Moabites. 
After the death of their father, the sons took 
to them wives of the women of Moab, of which 
the name of the one was Orpah and the name 
of the other Ruth, with whom they lived about 
ten years, and then died. The famine, by this 
time, being over in Israel, the widowed mother 
resolved to return to the land of Judah, and her 
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jhuigbters in law, accompanied her on the way. 
But when they had proceeded a little distance 
she represented to them the sacrifices which thej 
Were about to make in leaving their friends and 
their country for the uncertain protection of 
strangers, and thus prevailed upon Orpafa to re- 
turn ; but Ruth continued stedfast in her pur- 
pose, and was determined not to forsake the 
society or avoid the fate of her mother. '* Whith- 
er thou goest,** said she, ** I will go, and where 
thou lodeest I will lodse ; thy people shall be 
my people, and thy God my God. Where thou 
iiiest will I die, and there will I be buried ; the 
Lord do so to me, and more also, if ought but 
death part thee and me.** Naomi then left her 
to her choice, and they went on their journey 
together until ttiey came to Bethlehem where 
they established their abode. 

- Here Ruth, in order to provide for their dai- 
ly support, went out into the fields to glean, 
and It so happened that she entered upon the 
grounds of a relation of her husband, whose 
name was Boaz, a man of wealth and distinc- 
tion in the place. He treated her with great 
kindness, on account of the affection which she 
had shewn to her mother in law, and her piety 
in seeking the protection of the God of Israel; 
and, after redeemins the inheritance which de- 
scended from Elimelech, took her to be his wife. 
In process of time she became the mother of a 
son who was called Obed, and frojn whom de- 
scended Jesse the father of David. 

The first book of Samuel, which succeeds that 
of Ruth, continues the history of the Israelites 
under the government of Eli and Samuel. Af- 
ter the death of Samsoa, the former of these, 
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who was in the office of high priest, became, 
also, judge over the people. On a certain day, 
while he was employed in the services of the 
tal>ernacle, at Shifon, he was struck with the 
appearance of a woman, who, from her singular 
behaviour, was thought by him to be intoxicat- 
ed, but who, in reality^ was fervently engaged 
in silent prayer to the Lord, This was nan- 
nah, the wife of Elkanah, an Ephrathite, who 
had come thither to offer her supplications for 
the blessing of children, of which she had hith- 
erto, been deprived. Her petitions were an- 
swered, and having, afterwards, given birth 
to a scAi, she called his name Samuel, and dedi- 
cated him to the Lord, according to the vow 
which she had made. The child, as he advanc- 
ed in age, was placed under the care of Eli, and 
assisted him in his ministrations. The sons of 
Eli, Hophni and Phineas, although of the num- 
ber of the priests, were abandoned and profli- 
gate men, disregarding the commandments of 
the Lord and despising the counsel of their fa- 
ther, whose indulgence to them was, however, 
highly displeasing in the sight of God, and be- 
came to Eli the occasion of great calamities. A 
revelation was made to Samuel, while he was 
yet a child, in which the divine anger was de- 
clared against Eli and his house, lie informed 
£ii of the nature of the heavenly message, and 
the event soon proved its truth to the unhappy 
parent. 

The Israelites were, at this time, at war witb 
the Philistines, and having suffered one defeat, 
tliey determined to go out again to battle,, and 
to carry with them the ark of God to insure 
them success. This was placed under the. im- 
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mediate care of Hophni and Phineas,and, when 
it came into the camp, the Philistines saw^ it 
and were greatly alarmed. But commencing 
the contest with distin$);uished courage and res- 
olution, thej were again favoured with victory 
over the Israelites, whose army the Lord had 
forsaken. ^ great slaughter ensued ; the ark 
was taken by the uncircumcised, and the two 
sons of Eli were numbered among the slain. 
The news of these disasters soon reached Shi- 
loh, where Eli was sitting by the way side, 
watching, with trembling apprehension, every 
movement that might indicate what was passing 
in the army. And when the event was made 
known to him, particularly, the fate of the ark, 
he was so much overcome by the shock, that he 
fell suddenly to the ground and died. At the 
time of his death he was ninety eight years old 
and had judged Israel forty years. The wife 
of Phineas, also, became a victim to the sad ca- 
lamity, and died in child birth, after giving to 
her son a name commemorative of the sorrowful 
occurrences which had happened. 

LESSONXXVII. 

The Philistines, after they had defeated the 
Israelitish army, took the ark of God and carri- 
ed it to Ashdod, where they placed it in the 
temple of their idol. On the next day, it was 
discovered that the image or statue of Dagon 
had fallen to the ground, whereupon, his wor- 
shippers restored it to its place ; but when thej 
repeated their visit the succeeding morning, 
they found that it had not only been prostrated 
again, but that the head and the ha>d8 of it 
were separated from the body, and lay iteon the 
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threshold. This calamity they attributed to the 
displeasure of that Being whose ark they had 
captured and whose power was superior to that 
of their own god ; and that a greater evil might 
not come upon them» they directed the ark to 
be carried away to Gath. When it arrived in 
this place,, the inhabitants thereof were visited 
with a sore disease, in consequence of which 
they sent the ark to Ekron. Here, also, the an- 
ger of the liOrd was manifested, and a deadly 
destruction prevailed throughout the city. At 
lengthj the lords of the Philistines being assem- 
bled to consult upon the occasion, it was de- 
termined to send the ark back to the Israelites; 
and, at the expiration of seven months, it was 
placed in a new cart, made for the purpose, to 
which were attached two milch kine that had 
just been taken from their calves. From the 
course of the kine, it would be seen what was 
the will of the Lord, and whether the afflictions 
which had been experienced were extraordina- 
ry visitations from him, or in the natural order 
of events. Tlie animals, of their own accord, 
immediately took the road to Bethshemeth, a 
city belonging to the Levites,and when they ar- 
rived in this place they made a full stop. The 
people of the city, when they saw the ark which 
had been given up for lost, were greatly rejoic- 
ed, and, taking the wood of the cart for a fire, 
and the kine for a sacrifice, they presented a 
burnt offerinff to the Lord. The lords of the 
Philistines who had followed the ark in order 
to witness the result, then returned to their own 
homes, after which, many of the men of Beth- 
shemeth were slain by the Lord for an unwar- 
rantable curiosity which they manifested upoB 
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the occasion. Bj reason of this difttressiDg dis- 
pensation, the arK was caused to be removed to 
Kirjath-jearim, where it was placed in the house 
of Abinadab, under the care of his son Eleazar. 

Samuel, having taken upon himself the chief 
government of the nation, exhorted the people 
to abandon their idolatries and give themselves 
up to the service of the true God, as the onlj 
way in which they could cxpecf a continuance 
of the divine favour, and a deliverance from 
the oppressions of their enemies. To this coun- 
sel they hearkened, and the benefits of their re- 
formation were soon experienced in a distin- 
guished victory which they were enabled to gain 
over the Philistines, and by which the latter 
were so much weakened as to come no more, for 
a great length of time, into the coasts of Is- 
rael. 

In the course of years, Samuel became old 
and infirm ; and it being diificult for him to dis- 
charge the duties of his office alone, he dele- 
gated a part of his authority to his sons; but 
they, instead of walking in the steps of their 
father, took bribes of the people, and perverted 
judgement and justice. Dissatisfaction was 
thus produfied among the Israelites, and the el- 
ders of the tribes, assembling themselves to- 
gether before Saqauel, represented to him the 
evils to which they were subject, and requested 
him to chan^ the form of their goveroment, 
that they mig^t have a king like the nations 
around them. Samuel was highly displeased at 
this proceeding; nevertheless, he sought direc- 
tion of the Lord, who told him to comply with 
their wishes, but at the same time to state fuUj 
to them the magnitude of the evil which would 
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thereby be brought upon them. He, accordtog- 
Ij, informed them, that, although their desires 
might be gratified, yet their condition would not 
be ameliorated ; that slavery, a subjection to 
the meanest offices, oppressive taxes and con- 
stant wars would be the unavoidable consequen- 
ces resulting from the establishment of a monar- 
chy. They were not, however, disposed to lis- 
ten to the dictates of wisdom, but rashly per- 
sisted in their determination to have a king; 
and their wishes were accomplished, by the di- 
vine permission and direction, in the following 
manner. 

There was, in tiie tribe of Benjamin, a man, 
by the name of Kish, who had a son, called Saul, 
distinguished for his comeliness and his stature. 
On a certain day, Saul was sent by his father 
in pursuit of some asses which had strayed 
away; but after a long and fruitless search he 
resolved to retu rn home without them . By the 
persuasion of his servant, he, however, so far 
changed his purpose as to go to the city of Ra* 
mah, near to which place they then were, and to 
make some inquiry respectiag the object of hb 
journey of Samuel, who had that day come thith- 
er to attend a festival and to bless the sacrifice. 
In the mean time, the Lord had spoken to the 
prophet and prepared hita for the event; and, 
when Saul came into his presence, he assured 
him that the asses had tyeen found, and proceed- 
ed to intimate to him that he was the person 
destined to become the king of Israel. Samuel 
then conducted Saul to the sacrifice, and after 
the feast was over, during which the latter was 
treated with peculiar tokens of attention and 
respect, he invited him to thi^ heute where he 
9 



110 



lodged. Here he, probably, made known to bim. 
in a private interview, all the circumstances rel- 
ative to his appointment, and on the next day, 
he accompanied him out of the city. Whea 
they had passed on to a suitable distance, Sam- 
uel directed his companion to send the servant 
forward that .he might not witness what was 
about to take place. This being done, the pro- 
phet poured a viol of oil upon the head of San!, 
and declared to him his designation thereby as 
the captain or king of the Lord's inheritance. 
He then informed him of somethings wfhich 
would happen to him during hife journey, all of 
which came to pass exactly as they had been 
foretold. 

LESS^XXVIil. 

Soon after the transaction which took place 
between Samuel and Saul, the former assembled 
the people together at Mizpah and directed then 
"to proceed to the election of a sovereign. This 
was done by lot, which fell upon the tribe of 
Benjamin, the family of Matri, and the Son cf 
Kish. Saiil, who anticipated the result, had, in 
the mean time, concealed himself, but, beic' 
sought and discovered, he was brought forward 
to public view, and from his personal appear- 
ance, and, perhaps, his high reputation, the 
choice gave great satisfaction to the multitude 
With the exception of a few ill disposed men, 
who, probably, envied him his distinction, he 
was immediately acknowledged and honoured 
as the sovereign of Israel, and, as such, received 
the joyful salutations of the people. 

An opportunity soon occurred in which the 
Talue 01 the new king, and his regard for the 
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n^elfare of his subjects were signallj displayed. 
rhe Ammonites had come «p with hostile in ten- 
tiunS) and encamped against a place called Ja- ^ 
besh Gilead, the inhabitants of which were ex- 
ceeding! j desirous of agreeing upon terms of 
peace with the enemy. But the only condition 
-which the Ammonites proposed to them was, 
that they should submit to have their right ejes 
thrust out as a reproach upon the whole nation. 
To this, the elders of Jabesh replied, that they 
would consent if, in the course of seven days, 
thej could obtain no assistance from their breth- 
rea. A truce for this period being granted, they 
seiit messengers, in ^reat haste, to Saul, ac- 
quainting him with their sad and perilous con- 
dition. He, without delay, summoned the Is- 
raelites, from all their coasts, to come forth to 
the relief of their besieged countrvmen, and, 
having collected an immense army, he immedi- 
ately marched against the enemy. The conse- 
quence was, that the Ammonites were entirely 
defeated, and the inhabitants of Jabesh Gilead 
relieved from their apprehensions and their dan- 
ger. After this circumstance, Saul ^as formally 
invested with the regal authority at Gikal, and 
Samuel resigned his office as Judge, witn a sol- 
emn address to the assembly, in which he vin- 
dicated his administration and exhorted the peo- 
ple to fidelity and obedience. At the same 
time, he reproved the Israelites for their folly 
and wickedness in asking a king, and warned 
them of the danger of persisting in an evil 
course. An extraordinary and a severe storm 
of thunder and rain was sent by the Lord, at a 
season in which such an event had never before 
been witnessed, which was in answer to the 
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"ppayer of the prophet, and a confirmation of the 
truths which he had declared. 

When Saul had been upon the throne two 
years, the Philistines renewed their war with 
Israel, and an armj, under the command of the 
king and Jonathan his son, went out against 
them. In this expedition Saul gave great of- 
, fence to the Lord by offering, with his own 
hands a sacrifice, and it was made known to 
him that for this fault, the government should 
«ot be continued in his family. 

In the contests which followed, a remarkable 
exploit was performed by Jonathan and his ar^ 
inour bearer, who went, secretly, to the garrison 
of the Philistines, and, aided by the interposi- 
tion of providence, put the whole host to flight 
The enemy was then pursued by the miiin ar- 
my and discomfited, with a very great slau^ter. 
At the close of the day, Saul inquired of the 
Lord whether he should continue his march 
against the Philistines; but, receiving no an- 
swer, he concluded that some heinous trans- 
gression had been committed by the people. 
On examination and trial by lot, it was found 
that Jonathan, by eating a little honey, had vio- 
lated a command of his father, who in the morn- 
ing had denounced a curse against the man that 
should taste of any kind offood before night. 
It was, therefore, determined by the king Siat 
his son should be put to death, but he was res- 
cued by the people whose affection he had won 
by his valour and his goodness. 

Among the wars which were carried on bj 
Saul against the enemies of Israel, one was un- 
dertaken, by command of the Lord, with the 
Amalekites, who were entirely overthrown and 
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destroyed, with the exception of Agag, their 
kiog, who was saved alive contrary to the will 
and direction of God. Some of the best of the 
cattle were, also, taken and preserved by the 
soldiers for their own use. For these acts of 
disobedience, Samuel was again commissioned 
to announce the divine displeasure to Saul, and 
to assure him that the kingdom should be taken 
from him ancl given to another. Saul was deep- 
ly affected by the declarations of the prophet ; 
acknowledged his transgression and humbly en- 
treated forgiveness. Samuel, however, turned 
to go away, when the king, in order to detain 
him, laid hold of his mantle and rent it, which 
circumstance was construed by the former a$ 
an omen that denoted the loss of the govern- 
ment. Afterwards, the prophet caused Agag 
to be brought before him, wlien, with his own 
hand, he cut him in pieces. He then returned 
to Ramah, and came no more into the presence 
of Saul during his life. 

The Lord having determined that the king- 
dom should be taken from its possessor, Samuel 
was directed to go down to the house of 
Jesse, the Bethlehemite, and anoint one of 
his sons as a successor to Saul. The prophet 
complied with the divine command, and the 
several children of Jesse were made to pass be- 
fore him. David the youngest, who had been 
called in from tending the sheep, was selected 
for the office. Not long after, the youthful 
shepherd was summoned to the court of his 
sovereign, to exercise* his skill upon the harp 
for the relief of Saul, who was subjected to the 
* influence of an evil spirit. His mttsic w^s at- 
tended with the happiest effects^ and he gained 
9* 
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at once the confidence and affection of the 
king. 

LESsoiTxxix. 

While the war continued bet wen the Israel- 
ites and the Philistines^ it happened, at a ceN 
tain time, as the two armies lay encamped at a 
little distance from each other, that a man of gi- 
gantic stature, Goliath by name, came out from 
tiie Philistines and challenged the host of Saul 
to decide the contest by single combat between 
himself and any person that misht be disposed 
to undertake the encounter. David who was 
then in the camp, on a message to his brethren, 
offered his services to go out and meet the Phi- 
listine ;^ and, on representing his exploits as a 
shepherd, in the defeat of a hon and a bear who 
had fallen upon the flosk which he kept, he was 

Sermitted by Saul to hazard the engagement 
[e did not, however, as was expected, make use 
of the sword or the spear, but took with him only 
a sling and a scrip, in the latter of which he put 
five smooth stones that he had selected from a 
brook ; and when he drew near to the Philis- 
tine, who mocked at his youth and derided his 
imaginary rashness, he threw at him witii great 
force and adroitness, one of the stones, wnich, 
sunk deep in his forehead, and instantly put an 
end to his life. He, then, went and stood upon 
the bod J of Goliath, and, with the sword of the 
fallen giant, cut off his head. The Philistines, 
when they saw what had happened to their 
champion, fled in great disorder, and were pur- 
sued and overthrown by the Israelites. David, 
i^erwards, carried the head of the Philistine 
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to lerusalam, where he made himsetf known ti» 
the kiog. 

In consequence •f the praises which David 
received from the women, who came out, with 
music and dancing, to welcome the return of the 
victors, and who ascribed to Saul the glory of 
having slain his thousands, but to David that of 
having slain his ten thousands, the envy of the 
monarch was greatly excited. Jonathan^ on the 
contrary, was so much affected with the valour 
and amiable deportment of the shepherd youth, 
that he immediatelv entered into a covenant of 
the closest friendship with him. From this 
time the hatred of Saul to David increased, and 
he sought to kill him with a javelin while he was 
playing before him on the harp. But failing in 
this attempt, he, afterwards, endeavoured to $^ 
complish his death by sending him out against 
the Philistines ; but the providence of God ren- 
dered the artifice unavailing; for David suc- 
ceeded in his enterprise and obtained Michai, 
the daughter of Saul for his wife. 

Saul, finding his intentions to be frustrated, 
in the measures which he had hitherto taken, 
directed his son and his servants to kill David. 
But Jonathan, instead of complying, remonstrat- 
ed with his father upon the ingratitude and 
wickedness of the resentment which he indulg- 
ed, and so far prevailed as to draw from him an 
oath that David should not be slain. When 
this was made known to the latter by his friend^ 
he returned to the court and was in the presence 
of the king as before; but the evil spirit soon 
banished from Saul the remembrance ofhis vow, 
&Qd, in the renewal of his hatred, prompted him 
^ aim a furttiec blew at the Uf^ qr bis imagina- 
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rj rival. This, also* was avoided, and David 
icnmediately fled to his house, whither he was 
followed by the servants of Saul, who were de- 
ceived by Michal with an account that her hus- 
band was sick; and when the j were again sent, 
with orders to take him in his bed, they found 
only an image which she had prepared and 
placed there for his safety. David, having, in 
the mean time, escaped, repaired to the prophet 
Samuel at Ramah, and went down with him to 
Naioth where they dwelt for a time. To this 
place Saul repeatedly sent messengers, who, in- 
stead of accomplishing their purposes, yielded 
to the influences of the Spirit of God which came 
upon them, and engaged in the sacred employ- 
ment of the prophets. The king himself then 
departed in pursuit of the object of his hatred, 
but when he arrived at Naiotn he was aflTected 
in like manner with his messen^rsand prophe- 
sied before Samuel, wherefore, it became a pro- 
verb in Israel, ** Is Saul, also, among the pro- 
phets?* 

Thus, by the miraculous interposition of 
heaven, David was preserved from the hands of 
his enemy, and, taking advantage of the inspi- 
ration which had diverted the mind of the kin^ 
from the object of his pursuit, he fled from Nai- 
oth and returned to his friend Jonathan. Af- 
ter this, he was again enabled to avoid the per- 
secutions of Saul, through the interference of 
Jonathan, who, by a preconcerted sisnal, warn- 
ed him of his danger. Previous to this, the ao- 
ger of the monarch was excited to a very high 
degree against his son, on account of the inter- 
cession which he had made in behalf of his 
friend, and he attempted to kill him with die 

I 
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javelin which he had in his hand. David, on 
receiving information of J^he continuance of 
Saul's hatred and the danger to which he was 
thereby exposed, went to a place called Nob» 
where he was hospitably entertained by Ahime- 
lech, the priest, who relieved his necessities 
with the hallowed bread of the sanctuary, and 
furnished him with the sword of Goliath for his 
defence. He, then, continued his flight, and, at 
length, arrived at Gath, in the land of thePhilis^ 
tines ; but being known by the people as the per^^ 
SOD who had distinguished hintself in the former 
war, in order to escape their fury and revenge, 
he feigned himself mad before the king Tne 
next day, as is most probable, he left Gath and 
took up his residence in a cave called Adullam, 
near a town of the same name belonging to the 
tribe of Judah. 

The friends and relations of David,^ hearing 
of the place of his concealment, immediately re- 
sorted thither, together with many persons who 
were either dissatisfied with the administration 
of Saul, or embarrassed in their circumstances. 
He thus found himself at the head of about four 
hundred men. This junction was highly ac- 
ceptable to him ; and, having made provision 
for bis aged parents, by placing^them under thft 
protection of the king of Moab, he remained^ 
with his company, for a considerable time, in 
the cave. At length, he was advised by the 
prophet Gad to return to the land of Judah, 
which he accordingly did, and took up his resi- 
dence in the forest of Hareth. 
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LESSON XXX. 

When Saul was informed of the situation of 
David, and the number of his adherents, he was 
greatlj alarmed ; and, having convened an as- 
sembly of his friends, principally beloiiging to 
his own tribe» at Gibeah, he addressed them 
apon the subject which gave htm so much con- 
cern, and, in order to confirm their allegiance 
to him and his family, set forth the little advant- 
age which any misht hope to derive from a re- 
volt to the son of Jesse. At this time, a certain 
Edomite, named Doeg, who was with Ahimelech 
at Nob, when David received the shew bread 
and the sword of Goliath, gave Saul a particu- 
lar account of the transaction. Messengers 
were immediately sent to bring Ahimelech and 
all his father's family before the king. When 
they arrived, Saul upbraided the priest for hia 
treachery in srtfntin^ supplies to an enemy, and 
although the Tatter vindicated his conduct, vet 
the enri^d monarch ordered him with all that 
belongedto him, to be put to death. This cruel 
command was soon carried into execution by 
Doeg, the Edomite, who slew with his own 
hands, eighty five persons that wore a linen eph- 
od. After this, he went, with a party of sol- 
diers, to ]S^ob, the city of the priests, and de- 
stroyed its inhabitants, with their flocks add their 
herds. From this general slaughter, only one 
person escaped, Abiather, the son of Ahimelech, 
who fled to David and was taken under his pro- 
tection. 

While David abode in the forest of Hareth, 
the Philistines made considerable depredations 
in various parts of the country, and, at length, 
took possession of a place called Keilab, belong- 
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iD^tothe tribe of Jndah. Intelligence of tUs 
being brought to David, he consulted the divine 
oracle, and» agreeably to the direction which he 
received, marched with men to the succour of 
the inhabitatits of Keilah. There he fought 
with the Philistines and overthrew them with a 
great slauj^hter. The news of this action sopn 
reached Saul, who supposed that David, would 
fortifj himself in the city which he had deliver- 
ed, and. therefore, sent an army to invest it. 
David, having inquired of God, was told that 
the men of Keilah would prove perfidious, if he 
remained in the city, and deliver him into the 
hand of Saul, upon which, he departed from the 
place, with his company, which had increased 
to about six hundred, and retired into the wil- 
derness of Ziph, which lay upon the confines of 
Edom. Here, he received a visit from his friend 
Jonathan, who comforted and strengthened him 
in his exile, and renewed the covenant which 
he had formerly made with him. In the mean 
time, the inhabitants of Ziph sent word to Saul 
that David was in their country, and that, if he 
would come down with a sufiicient force, they 
would deliver him into his hands. This offer 
was highly gratifying to the king and he imme- 
diately went, with an army, in pursuit of David, 
and, at length, came very close upon him. His 
intention was to surround the company of the 
latter in order to prevent their escape ; but be- 
fore he could carrjjT his plan into execution, he 
received information tnat the Philistines had 
taken advantage of his absence and were ravag- 
ing the land, wherefore, he was obliged to give 
up the indulgence of his private resentment for 
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the public good, and tura his arms against a 
more general and dangerous enemy. 

David and his men removed from Ziph and 
took up their abode in the strong holds of the 
wilderness of Engedi. Here he was, afterwards 
sought by Saul, with an army of three thousand 
soldiers, but the magnanimity which he disco?- 
ered in sparing the life of the king when he was 
in his power, taking only the skirt of his gar- 
ment when he might have shed his blood, so af- 
fected the mind of the latter, that he acknowl- 
edged his fault in harbouring such dead! v enmi- 
ty, and pursuing with such unabated malice, an 
innocent person. He, also, expressed his con- 
viction that David would be king; and, having 
received from him an oath that he would not, 
upon his advancement to the throne, utterly de- 
stroy the family of his predecessor, he returned 
to his home. 

About this time the prophet Samuel died and 
was buried in Ramah, being universally lament- 
ed by the Israelites. During the days of mourn- 
ing which were observed for him, David remov- 
ed from Enjedi and retired farther into the wil- 
derness of Paran. White he was in this place, 
he was inhospitably treated by a wealthy bat 
wicked man, whose name was Nabal, and whose 
servants had received from David and his peo- 
ple many favours. Abigail, the wife of Nabal, 
was, in character and disposition, the reverse of 
her husband ; and she endeavoured, by an act 
of kindness, in supplying David with provision 
for the support of himself and his company, to 
divert him from the design which he had formed 
of being avenged upon the ungrateful and prof- 
ligate churl. Her presents were graciously re- 
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his intended enterprise against Nabai. Abi* 
gail returned home, where sh^ found her hus- 
band drinking and feasting, aad such was his 
condition, that she gave him no account of what 
had taken place until the next morning. She 
then related to him the transactions of me pre- 
ceding day and the manner in which shie had 
saved his life, and so powerful was the impres-^ 
sion made upon the mind of Nabat, that he fell 
info a fit of stupidity which in about ten days 
ended in his death. 

When David heard of this event he sent mes- 
sengers to Abigail to obtain her consent to be- 
come his wife, which she readily, but modestly 
gave, and accompanied the servants of their 
master, after which the nuptials were celebrat- 
ed. David, also married, about the same time, 
another woman, named Ahinoam, of Jezreel ; 
butMichal, the daughter of Saul, was taken 
from him and given to Phalti, the son of Laish. 

LESSON XXXI. 
Saul did not long retain a remembrance of 
the circumstances which had attended his last 
interview with David ; for, being again inform- 
ed of the place of his retreat, he marched 
against him with an army of three thousand 
men, and pitched his tents on the mountain of 
Hachilah. David received intelligence where 
the host of Saul lay encamped, and, on the 
evening of the same day, he visited it with Abi- 
shai, one of his men, at which time he found the 
kin^ and all his guards in a deep sleep, Abi- 
shai told David that his enemy was now in his 
power, and advised him t9 improve the oppor- 
10 
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tunity bj putting htm to death. This ccrainsel 
he, indignant) J, rejected ; but, in order to shew 
Saul the danger which had threatened htm, and 
the purity of his own intentions, he took pos- 
session of his spear and a cruse of water, which 
stood by hinu and departed. These articles he 
publicij exhibited from the top of an opposite 
hill, and, at the same time, rebuked Abner, the 
general of Saul's armj, for his inattention to 
the life and safety of his soverei^. Saul ap- 
peared to be deeply aSected by this renewed in- 
stance of generosity on the part of David, and 
after accusing himself of cruelty and confessing 
his guilt, he promised that he would no radre 
seek to do him harm. But the latter was not 
disposed to rest, with confidence, upon the 
words of a man who had manifested so much 
instability of temper, wherefore, after the de- 
parture of Saul, he went over to the Philistines 
and took up his abode with Achish, their king, 
at Gath, by whom he was treated with great 
kindness and riespect, and who, at his request, 
made him a present of a city, called Ziklag, to 
which, with his wives and his soldiers, he sooq 
after removed. For a year and four months, he 
remained in the country of the Philistines, dur- 
ing which time he made war upon the neigh- 
bouring nations, the Geshu rites, the Gezrites, 
and the Amalekites, from whom he took large 
spoils, of which he made presents to Achish; 
but that it might not be known from whence he 
obtained his booty, he destroyed all the inhabi- 
tants of the places which he invaded, and in- 
formed the king that his plunder same from the 
south of Judah. With this statement, Achish 
was satisfied, and soon after, assembling his ap- 
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mies to renew the war with Israel, he invited 
David and hjs men tp join the forces of the PhiU 
istmes. Th^j proceeded together to a place 
called Shunem, where the host encamped. Saul, 
with bis troops, lay directly opposite upon the 
inouDtainsofGiiboa, from which he had a full 
view of his enemies, and was |;reatly alarmed 
at their numbers and strength. His disquiet* 
ude was vastly increased when, upon inquiring 
of the Lord in what manner he should act, he 
received no answer either by dreams, or by 
Urim and Thummim or by prophets. 

Some time previous to his entering upon the 
present expedition, Saul had banished from the 
principal cities of his dominions all those who 
maintained an intercourse with evil spirits and 
practised witchcraft and divination ; but in his 
perplexity and distress, he now resolved to have 
recourse to some person of that profession, in 
order to ascertain, if possible, wnat would be 
the issue of the war. At Endor, about three 
leagues from the place of his encampment, there 
lived a sorceress, and to her he repaired in dis- 
guise, being accompanied by two of his servants. 
When he came to the habitation of the woman, 
he requested her to exercise her skill in calling 
^P the spirit of such person as he should name. 
She, at firsts reminded him of the decree of Saul, 
and refused to proceed in the gratification of 
His desires ; but on being assured, with the so« 
lemnity of an oath, that no harm should happen 
to her, and having been told to bring up Samuel, 
she commenced her incantations and succeeded 
in producing the real person or a phantom ex* 
hibiting the exact likeness of the prophet. From 
this spectre the woma^ understood who it was 
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that had employed ber ; and Saul, after tecov- 
ering from hift first astonishment, and being ask- 
ed by the apfMirition why he had disturbed the 
^reposeofthe dead, made known his unhappy 
situation and the object of the present transac- 
tion. He was then informed, that tiie Lord had 
forsaken him on account of his wickedness ; 
that the kingdom was about to be taken from 
him and given to David, and that, the next day, 
both he and his sons would be numbered among 
the dead. The spirits of Saul were overcome 
by this communication, and he fainted and fell 
to theground. Upon his recovery, he received 
some refreshment from the woman, after which 
he returned, with his attendants, to the armj. 

On the succeeding morning both the Israel- 
ites and the Philistines removed from the places 
where they had encamped, the former pitching 
in Jezreel and the latter in Apbek. Before the 
battle commenced, some of the Philistine prin- 
ces, observed that David and his followers were 
on their side, went to Achisb, the king, and stat- 
ed to him the probability that these Hebrews, 
instead of assisting, would fight against him, at 
the same time advising him to send them away. 
Achish reluctantly complied with their counsel, 
and, after commending the character and con- 
duct of David, dismissed him from tiie army, 
and he returned with his company, to Ziglag. 
When they reached this place, he found that, 
during his absence, it had been invaded by the 
Amalekites; that they had pillaged and burnt 
the city, and carried away his two wives witii 
all the inhabitants. By direction of the Lord, 
he immediately pursued the Amalekites with 
four hundred of bis iiien» and being conducted 
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to their camp by an Egyptian whom he found 
in a field, he fell upon them while ^hej were 
feasting and rejoicing, and having smitten them 
with a great slaughter, he' recovered the spoil 
and the captives, with which he returned to Zig- 
lag. He then divided the property among the 
people according to their claims, although some 
of his men objected to the apportionment, be- 
cause those who remained had not been expos- 
ed to equal danger with themselves. After this, 
he sent presents into various parts of the land 
of Judah, to those of the elders and people, who, 
at different times, had given him protection and 
assistance. 

In the mean time, a desperate engagement 
took place between the Philistines and the Is- 
raelites, in which the latter were defeated. 
Three of the sons of Saul, Jonathan, Abinadab 
and Melchtshua were slain in the battle, and he 
himself, being severely wounded, put an end to 
his life by falling upon his own sword. Their 
bodies were afterwards found by the men of Ja- 
hesh Gilead, in favour of whom Saul made his 
first warlike expedition against the Ammonites, 
and by them were buried with every mark of 
, honour and respect. 

REMARKS. 

. 1. It is not surprising that the capture of the 
ark should have caused great distress, and its 
restoration extraordinary rejoicing, among the 
Israelites. This was deemed the peculiar sym- 
bol of Grod*8 presence, inasmuch as the divine 
communication had hitherto been made from 
the mercy seat whicb was placed upon the tcqp 
of it 

10* 
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d. It appears from the literal readine, tiiat 
fifty thoufuind and fleventy of the men ef Beth- 
ghemeth were slain for lookiog into the ark. 
But it is the opinion of most commentators, that 
the fifty thousand refers to the whole number of 
the people, and that only seventy were killed. 
This opinion is warranted by the original phrase- 
ology, and, also, corroborated by the ancient 
historian Josephus. 

3. The ark remained in Kiijath-jearim aboot 
forty six years, until David removed it. The 
twenty years, therefore, mentioned in the 
seventh chapter, must allude to the time that 
elapsed after the war, before the Almighty re- 
visited the people with any special tokens of 
his favour. 

4. There is an apparent difficulty in the ac- 
count of David's being called to stand before Saul. 
After the victory which he gained over Goliatb, 
he seems not to have been known by the king 
or his servants, although in the preceding chap- 
ter he is stated to have gained the love of Saul 
and to have become his armour bearer. This 
difficulty is removed by Bishop Warburton and 
others, upon the supposition, confirmed by ma* 
ny particulars, that the order of time is not ob- 
served in the history, and that the combat with 
the giant did in reality take place before David 
vfas sent for to play upon the harp. 

5. The tabernacle remained, for a considera- 
ble time, at Shilob, where it was set up by Josh- 
ua. It was probably caused to be removed by 
Saul to Nob, in the land of Benjamin, where 
David was hospitably received and entertained 
by Ahimelech the priest. 

0^ The prophet Santiel died in the nine^ 
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eighth year of his age» about two years before 
the death of Saul. The latter reigned forty years 
in Israel. 

7. David, in his exile» appears to have been 
aided and coantenanced by the tribe of Judah. 
This was owing to the circumstance of his be- 
loDsiog to that tribe, the people of which had 
probably received an intimation of his a{)point- 
ment to be the successor of Saul, and considered 
themselves as having a much greater right to 
give a sovereign to the country, than their 
brethren of the house of Benjamin. 

less6n~xxxii. 

David received intelligence of the issue of 
the battle, and the fate of Saul and his sons, 
from a person who called himself an Amalekite, 
and who, in the expectation of receiving a re- 
ward for his conduct, falsely declared that he 
himself had slain Saul, at his particular request; 
and, as an intended confirmation of his story, he 
produced the crown and the bracelet of the fall- 
en king, which had accidentally come into his 
hands. David was, however, so much incensed 
at the presumption of tiie stranger, that, taking 
his own word as evidence against him, he order- 
ed him to be immediately put to death, which 
was accordingly done. After this, he compos- 
ed a beautiful and an affecting elegv, in 
praise of the valour and the virtues of Saul and 
of Jonathan, which is recorded, at large, in the 
^rst chapter of the second book of Samuel. He 
then inquired of the Lord whether he should re^ 
tarn into the land of Israel ; and, receiving an 
answer in the affirmative, he went up to He* 
broDi one of the cities of Judah. where he w«ft 
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sent messengers to the men of Jaoesh Gilead, 
commending them for their good deed in burn- 
ing the bodies of Saul and his sons, and promis- 
ing them, in return, his friendship and protec- 
tion. 

In the mean tiipe, Abner, who had been cap- 
tain of Saul's host, took hhbosheth, the son of 
the late king and placedliim upon the throne of 
his father, in consequence of which, the nation 
was involved in a civil war that continued for 
several years. The first battle was fought bj 
the pool of Gibeon, between the forces of Ishbo- 
sheth, under Abner, and those of David, under 
Joab. Previous to the commencement of the 
action, it wa$ proposed by Abner to trj the 
strength of the opposing parties, by selecting 
a certain number of soldiers from each army, 
and permitting them to en^ge in a coritest be- 
fore their commanders. Twelve Benjanoites, 
accordingly, went out from the camp of l8k*sel, 
and were met by as many of the servants of 
David, and such was the skill exhibited, that 
every man slew his antagonist, and the whole 
four and twenty lay dead upon the spot A gen- 
eral battle then ensued, which terminated in 
favour of David, Abner and his host being to- 
tally routed add put to flight. Joab, with his 
two brothers, Abishai and Asahel followed the 
fugitives, but the latter, on overtaking Abner, 
was slain by him with a spear. When the vic- 
torious army came to the place where the dead 
body of Asahel lay, the people, being much 
shocked at the sight, proceeded no farther, while 
Joab and Abishai coiitinued their course after 
Abner. At length, howeveri they returned. 
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when it was ascertained that there had fallen in 
the battle, on the part of Abner, three hundred 
and sixtj men, and on that of Joab, nineteen^ 
exclusive of Asahel. The body of the latter 
was taken by his brethren and carried to Beth- 
lehem, where it was buried in the sepulchre of 
his ancestors. 

The war between David and Ishbosheth con- 
tinued for a long time, during which, the strength 
of the former daily increased, while that of the 
latter as constantly diminished. At length, Ab« 
ncr, in consequence of a reproof which he re- 
ceived from his master, revolted to the stand- 
ard of David, at Hebron, and promised to gain 
for him the allegiance and support of all IsraeU 
But before he could fully carry his plans into 
effect, he was treacherously slain by Joab, who 
took this method to revenge ?the death of his 
brother Asahel. David was greatly displeased 
at this transaction, and deeply lamented the 
unworthy fate of so distinguished a prince. At 
the same time, he declared that merited pun- 
ishment would sooner or later overtake the au- 
thor of the deed. Previous to the death, of Ab- 
ner, David had received, through his influence, 
and as a condition of the league which he made 
with him, his first wife Michal, the daughter of 
Saul, who had been given by her father to Phal- 
tiel, the son of Laisn* 

When Ishbosheth heard of the death of Ab- 
ner, he was greatly afflicted, but he did not long 
survive the person by whose means he had been 
advanced to the throne. Two of his officers 
conspired against him, and murdered him in his 
sleep; and/having cut off his head, they hasten- 
ed with it to Hebron, where they supposed it 
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^ould be received by David as a welcome pre- 

i^eat and that they should be rewarded with 
thanks and honours. In this they were sadly 
disappointed; for he manifested great indigna- 
tion at their conduct; and, after remindTng 
them of the manner in which he had treated 
the Amalekite, who brought him the news of 
Saul's death, ordered them to be slain for their 
perfidy and rebellion. The sentence was im- 
mediately executed, and they were hanged over 
the pool in Hebron ; but the head of Ishbosheth 
was honourably interred in the sepulchre of Ab- 
ner. 

Upon the death of Ishbosheth, the several 
tribes who had continued their allegiance to the 
hopse of Saul, sent deputies to David, acknowl- 
edging his rig;ht to the sovereignty, and promis- 
ing him obedience. He, therefore, at the eipi- 
ration of six years and a half after the death of 
his predecessor, became king over Israel, ac- 
cording to the word of the Lord by the prophet 
Samuel; and, having gathered fogether an ar- 
my, marched against Jerusalem which was still 
possessed by the Jebusites. He succeeded id 
taking the city out of their hands, after which, 
he enlarged its borders, and established there 
his court and royal residence. 

About this time, Hiram, king of Tyre, hear- 
ing of the success and prosperity of David, sent 
messengers to congratulate him on his accession 
to the throne, and accompanied his message 
with a valuable present to assist him in build- 
ing a palace. While David was in Jerusakm, 
he married several wives in addition to those 
who were with him at Hebron, and from these 
were born unto him eleven sons and onedaugh* 
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ter, roakiof the whole number of his children 
eig^teeOy of which six were born unto him in 
Hebron. The first disturbance with which Da* 
vid met after his settlement at Jerusalem, was 
from the Philistines, whom, in repeated battles^ 
he subdued. After the restoration of peace he 
went down to Kiijath-jearim, with an immense 
host, to bring up the ark of God, which had 
remained in the house of Abinadab more than 
forty years. It was on this occasion that Uz- 
zah, one of the sons of Abinadab, was slain for 
his presumption in taking hold of the ark to 
steady it. David was so much alarmed at the 
circumstance that he did not venture to carry it 
immediately to Jerusalem, but placed it in the 
house of Obed-edom, where it remained thre^ 
months, at the expiration of which, it was 
brought up to the royal cit^» and placed in a 
tent which was made for its reception. The 
manner in which David expressed his joy at 
^ia event gave great offence to his wife Michal, 
in consequence of which she was punished with 
perpetual barrenness. 

LESSoFxXXIII. 
When David had obtained rest from all his 
enemies, and placed the ark in safety at Jerii- 
salem, it came into his mind that he could do 
nothing more proper in itself, or more accepta- 
ble to his Maker, than to build a house for the 
worship of God, which no one had ever yet done 
in Israel. He intimated his intentions to the 
prophet Nathan, who (:ommended his design and 
directed him to proceed in its accomplishment. 
But, on the succeeding night, a revelation was 
made to the prophet, in which be was command- 
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pose, and at the same time to inform him that 
in the succeeding reign under the administra- 
tion of his son, the proposed temple should be 
erected. The Icing received this commumca- 
tion of the divine word without complainings 
and acknowledged the mercies and the good- 
ness of God to himself and the nation in a de- 
vout and fervent prayer. 

The peace which the Israelites enjoyed did 
not long continue ; for Ihivid, being denied the 
privilege of building a house to the Lord, and 
knowing that this was reserved for one of his 
posteritjr, resolved to employ his time in the 
subjugation of his enemies, that when his son 
should come to the throne, he might meet with 
no interruption to the work. He, accordingly, 
marched m succession against the Philistines, 
the Moabites, the king of Zobah, on the Eu- 
phrates, and the Syrians, gaining victories over 
them all ; taking possession of their cities, and 
imposing tribute upon the inhabitants. The 
Edomites, who were the descendants of Esau, 
were, also, reduced to a state of bondage and 
servitude. The king of Hamath, hearing of the 
successes of David, sent to congratulate him up- 
on the occasion, and made him a considerable 
present of gold, and silver, and other valuable 
articles, which, with the spoil that he had taken 
from the conquered nations, he dedicated to 
God for the future use of the temple. The gov- 
ernment was now administered in justice and 
regularity, by David and the subordinate offi- 
cers, Joab, being general of the armies ; Jeho^- 
phat, keeper of the records; Zadok and Abime- 
lech, priests^ Seraiah^ secretary of state; Bo- 
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raiab, captain of the guard, and the sons of the 
king, princes of the empire. 

Peace and quietness being thus restored, Da- 
vid took measures to ascertain whether there 
were any individuals who had a particular claim 
upoB his patronage and protection ; and, re- 
memberihir his obligations to Jonathan, the son 
of Saul, inquired whether anjr of the family of 
the former king was yet living to whom he 
might shew kindness for the sake of the friend 
of his jouth. He was told by Ziba, a servant 
of the house of f^aul, that Jonathan had left a 
son, whose name was Mephibosheth, and that 
he was lame in his feet. This lameness was oc- 
casioned in his infancy, by the falling of his 
nurse, as she fled with him in her arms upon 
receiving news of the fatal termination of the 
battle at Gilboa. David immediately caused 
Mephibosheth to be brought before him, when he 
informed him^ that he should, in future, live un- 
der his immediate care at Jerusalem, and be pro- 
vided for as one of his own sons, and that the 
lands and possessions of his father should be re- 
stored to him. The management of this estate 
was committed to Ziba, who had fifteen sons 
and twenty servants. 

The next war in which David engaged, was 
Vrith the Ammonites and their confederates the 
Syrians, in consequence of an insult which had 
been offered by the former to some of his ser- 
vants who were sent to them upon a friendly 
embassy. The Israelites were successful, and 
such was the result, that the Svrians entirely 
forsook their employers, and all the kings i^ho 
had been subject to them made peace with Da^* 
vid. The army then returned to Jerastlemri 
11 
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but in the beginning of the next spring hostili- 
ties were renewed, and Joab was sent with a 
powerful force against the Ammonites. ' This 
commander gained many victories over the en- 
emy, and, at length, laid siege to Rabbah, the 
capital of their country. At this time, David 
remained in Jerusalem, and being overtaken by 
temptation, committed an offence against God, 
most heinous in its nature and productive of the 
worst consequences. This was nothing less 
than adultery with a woman whom he had acci- 
dentally seen from the top of his palace. She 
was the wife of Uriah, a brave and distinguished 
officer, who was then absent in the service of 
David at the siege of Rabbah. After the com- 
mission of the crime, the king sent for Uriah 
home ; but it was in vain that he endeavoured 
to prevail upon him to go down to his house. 
He, therefore, returned him to the army» and 
sent by him a letter to Joab, in which he di- 
rected the latter to place Uriah iri such a situa- 
tion that he must inevitably be slain. This cru- 
el command was obeyed, and thus David, to 
cover his first transgression, added to it the 
crime of murder. After the usual time of moaro- 
ing was past, he took the woman, whose name 
was Batnsheba, home to himself, and she be- 
came his wife and bare him a son. 

The conduct of David, in the whole of this 
transaction, was highly displeasing to God, who 
commissioned the prophet Nathan to go and 
represent to him the guilt of his. conduct in its 
true light. Nathan, accordingly, presented him- 
self before the king, and in a parable set forth | 
the wickedness of a certain rich man, who, for 
the entertainment pi a stranger, had robbed his 
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poor neighbour of an only lamb which grew up 
v^ith him and his children, in the house* and 
was as dear to him as a daQ|[;hter, when, at tlie 
same time, his own pastured abounded with 
flocks and herds. David was highly incensed 
at this pretended act of oppression, and imme- 
diatelj declared that the author of it should be 
put to death. The prophet, then, applied the 
storj to his own case, emphatically declaring, 
*''Fkaa art the man!** and predicting, as a pun** 
ishment for the offeoce, severe and lasting evils 
upon the king and his house. Upon this, David 
was struck with horror and remorse, as he re- 
flected upon the magnitude of his crime, and 
havine acknowledged his sin, he was comforted 
with the assurance of .final forgiveness. The 
child, however, which was born to him, was not 
suffered to live, and the afflicted parent receiv- 
ed the judgement with penitence and resignation* 
Afterwards Bathsheba gave birth to another son 
who was called Solomon, and upon whom the 
divine favourwas greatly bestowed. 

LESSOlTxXXIV. 
While the circumstances which have been re** 
lated were taking place at Jerusalem, Joab, with 
his troops, was prosecuting the siege of the chief 
city of the Ammonites. He was, at length, re^ 
duced to such straita, notwithstanding some par- 
tial successes, as to be under the necessity of 
sending to Jerusalem for aid, which he immedi** 
ately received from David, who marched in per* 
son, with a strong reinforcement, to his succour. 
The place was then taken ; the crown of the 
Ammonitish king which was of immense value, 
was placod upon the bead of David, and all the 
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iababitanis were reduced to a state of degrading 
bondage. The arny with a rich spoil, returned 
in triumph to Jerusalem. 

David, soon after this coaquest, began to ex- 
perience the heaviest calamities in the concerns 
of his own fa(]ailj. His only daughter, Taniar» 
became the victim of the unlawful and incestu- 
ous passion of her brother Amnon, in conse- 
quence of which, the latter was slain by Absa- 
lom another of the king's sons, in whose house 
the unfortunate damseiliad taken up her solita- 
ry abode. To escape the punishment to v^hich 
this act had exposed him, Absalom fled to Tal- 
mai, the king of Geshur, who was his grandfa- 
ther, and witn whom he remained three years. 
David, in the mean time, was comforted for the 
loss of Amnon, and from his strong paternal af- 
fection, was exceedingly desirous of the restora- 
tion of Absalom. This was effected by the pot- 
icy of Joab, who caused a certain woman to dis* 
^ise herself, and, by a feigned tale of distress 
in regard to her own children, to induce David 
to pronounce a judgement which might be appli- 
ed to the benefit ojt Absalom. The strats^m 
haviag succeeded, the king immediately gave 
orders to have his son brought to Jerusalem, 
where he remained two years without appearing 
in the presence of his father. At the expiration 
of this time he was introduced to him by Joab 
and reinstated in his favour and confidence. 

Absalom^ being naturally of a crafty and an 
aspiring disposition, and destitute of all moral 
and religious principle, immediately pursued 
measures to secure the favour and j^mkI will ot 
the people, and to alienate their respect and al- 
legiance from bii &ther« By the graces of his 
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person and the smootiiness of hig address, be 
succeeded in flattering them into a beliefthat 
their rights would be much safer in his handa 
than in those of David. To carry on his trea- 
sonable designs he, then, under pretence of fuU 
filling a piQiis vow which he had made during 
his exile, entreated permission of the king to 
make a joomej to Hebron, which being granted^ 
he departed to that place accompanied by two 
hundred of his friends, who were not, however, 
thoroughly acquainted with his purposes. He 
had previously sent spies through the country 
to give notice of his intentions, that the people 
might be prepared, upon hearing the sound of ^ 
the trumpet, to revolt to his standard. 

When Absalom arrived at Hebron, he sent 
for Ahitophel, the chief counsellor of David, who 
bad aided and encouraged the conspiracy, and 
who immediately repaired to him from Gil ofau 
The presence of this man greatly strengthened 
the hands of the traitor, and the Israelites came 
over to his interests in vast, numbers. As soon 
as David became acquainted with these circum- 
8taDces,he wasdeepiv alarmed forthe safety both 
of his kingdom and his person ; and calling to- 
gether his principal officers, he declared to them 
his determination to leave the city, in order to 
avoid the sword of his rebellious son. This 
bein^ approved by the assembly, a solemn pro- 
cession was soon performed, and the king, fol* 
lowed bv his famijy, his servants, and many of 
the inhabitants of Jerusalem, abandoned his pal- 
ace and directed his steps to the wihlerness* 
As he passed the brook Ridron, and asceftded 
Mount Olivet, he wept bitterly, probably at the 
recollection of bis own offence against God 
11* 



1^8 

wbich had brought such direful calamities upcm 
bis heady as well as at the appreheasion of the 
evils io which the country was about to be in- 
volved ; and the people who were with him. io 
like manner, responded to his lamentations 
For particular reasons, he sent back sonoie of his 
attendants, among whom were Zadok, the 
priest, and his two sons, who had brought with 
them the ark of the covenant of God ; and after 
he had reached the height of the mountain, be, 
also, directed Hushai, the Archite, to returOj 
and under professions of friendship for the cause 
of Absalom, to counteract the counsels of Ahi- 
tophel. 

As David proceeded on his course, two cir* 
cumstances occured which must hiave greatlj 
added to his affliction, although his piety rorbade 
him to complain. He was met by Ziba, the 
servant of Mephtbosheth, who brought him 
a generous supply of provisions ; but, at the 
same time, informed him that his master, who 
had been treated bv David with the utmost kind- 
ness, rejoiced in the conspiracy of Absalom as 
preparatory to his own ad van cement to the throne. 
The king then revoked the grant which he bad 
formerly made to the sen of Jonathan, saying to 
Ziba, " Behold all that pertained to Mephibo- 
sheth is thine.'* After this, one Shimei, a Ben- 
jamite, came out and mocked at the distress 
of David, cai^ng stones at him and cursing 
him, ais he went, with the most opprobious Ian* 
guage. Some of the people advised that Shim- 
ei should be slain ', but David referred his con- 
duct to the providence of Ood, which thus ci- 
posed him to one affliction after another, and 
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ordered, that no notice should be taken of Ms 
insults and abuse. 

In the mean time» Absalom and his party 
took possession of the city. Here he was conn* 
sellea by Ahitophel to practice the most abom- 
inable wickedness, in order ,to' bring disjgrace 
upon his father ; but the crafty and malicio&t 
politician soon found bis career terminated 
throng the means of Hushai, who, agreeably to 
the directions of David, had declared himself on 
the side of Absalom, while he was, in reality, de« 
voted to the interest and welfare of the king. 

lessojTxxxv. 

On taking the advice of his cioansellors in re« 
gard to the pursuit of David and his company, 
Absalom was disposed to adopt the course re- 
commended by Hushai rather than to follow the 
plans of Ahitophel. This gave great offence to 
the latter, who, thereupon, went immediately 
to his house, and having arranged his domestic 
concerns, put an end to his life. Preparations 
were then made to go out against David, of 
which he received notice from his frietid Hu* 
shai, and, improving his opportunity, passed 
over Jordan and came to Mabanaim, where he 
received an acceptable supply of provisions 
from the Ammonites and others. At this place 
he limbered his people, and, putting them un-> 
der the command of three persons, Joals Abi* 
shai, and Ittai, made ready for a battle with the 
forces of his son, who were, by this time, en- 
camped in Gilead, near the royal army. At the 
same time, he entreated his generals to be mer- 
ciful to Absalom, for his sake. The issue of 
the comteet was in favour of David, the rdbels 
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being defeated with the loss ef twenty thousand 
men. Absalom made his escape into a wood, 
where, as he rode upon his mole* his hair caoeht 
in theboughs of a tree and he was left suspended 
between heaveaand earth. In thissit-uation be 
was found by Joab^ who immediately tbrust three 
darts into his body, after which, he was cat to 
pieces by ten young men who were the arnioor 
bearers of their general. His body was then 
thrown into a pit and a heap of stones laid opon 
it Information beinj( brought to David of tbe 
fate of his son, he was sincerely a&cted, and 
mourned very .grievously for him manydajs. 
At length, upon the remonstrance of Joab, who 
set forth the impropriety and dangerous tenden- 
cy of his conduct, he changed his appearance 
and presented himself in public, after which lie 
was conducted, by his subjects, back to his cap- 
ital. On his return thither, he received the hom- 
age of Mephibosheth, the son of Jonathan, and 
oFShimei, who bad cursed him, the lormerof 
whom declared that his servant had slanderd 
him, and tbe latter made a most humble ac- 
knowledgement of his fault David readily ad- 
mitted the excuse of the one, and generooslj 
forgave the offence of the other. The only dis- 
turbance that took place on the occasion of the 
king's return to Jerusalem, was a dispute be- 
tween the menofJudah, and the other tribes, 
which terminated in a new insurrection. This 
was headed by one Sheba, a Benjamite, who was 
followed by a great number of the Israelites. 
Amasa, who was appointed captain general io 
the stead of Joab, and who had been the com* 
mander of Absalom's forces, was directeid to aft- 
S^bleihe men of Judah in order to svppreJi 

i 
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the rebellion ; but, as he delayed the bustneM, 
Abishai, the brother of Joab, was directed to 
take the king's guards and |>ur8ue Sheba with 
what strength he could obtain. He immediate'* 
1 J inarched with his men out of Jerusalem, be- 
ing attended by Joab ; and when they came to 
Gibeon, they were joined by Amasa and the 
tribe of Judah. Upon this meeting, Joab a|H 
proached Amasa with great apparent friend* 
ship, and, inquiring after his health, plunged a 
sword into his body and left him welterine in 
his blood. He, then, put himself at the head 
of the army and pursued after Sheba who had 
taken refuge in a fortified city. This Joab be- 
sieged ; but, upon the expostulation of a woman 
who appeared upon the walls, he stated that he 
had no evil design against the inhabitants, but 
that bis only wish was to secure the rebel She- 
ba* The woman promised hhni the head o'f the 
person whom he sought ; and, after consulting 
with the principal people of the place, she in- 
duced them to seize the traitor, which being 
done, they cut off his head and it was thrown 
over the walls to Joab, who, thereupon raised 
the siege and returned with his army to the 
king at Jerusalem. 

Soon after this event, the land was afflicted 
with a severe famine which continued three suc- 
cessive years. On inquiring of the Lord, Da- 
vid was" informed that this calamity was sent 
as a judgement on account of the sin of Saul in 
slajrtng the Gibeonites, and thus violating the 
obligation which Joshua had originally imposed 
upon the nation. To propitiate the divine fla- 
vour, by making some atonement for the trani- 
gression of Saal, Davidi after a consultation with 
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the Gibeonltes, delivered into their hands seven 
of the posterity of his pred,ecessor, and thej 
were immediatel j put to death. Their bodies 
were afterwards taken and decently interred in 
the sepulchre of Kish, together with the bones 
of Saul and Jona than » which David caosed to be 
removed from Jabesh Gilead, where thej had 
at first been buried. 

The famine being over, the Israelites were 
again involved in a war with their old enemies, 
the Philistines, and in several battles defeated 
them. In one of these David was prevented 
by his men from being present, and upon the 
termination of the war, he composed 'a h jam of 
praise in commemoration of the manifold bles* 
sings which be had received, closing with a pre- 
diction of the prosperity and stability of bis 
house. While David was engaged in his vari- 
ous enterprises be was assisted by many officers 
of distinguished valour, who performed the most 
extraordinary exploits. The names of thirty 
seven of these men are recorded by the sacred 
historian, with a brief sketch of their achieve- 
ments. 

In the latter part of David's ^fe, he gave 
|;reat offence to God by numbering the people, 
in consequence of which be was offered, by the 
prophet Gad, his choice of three evils, war, 
famine and the pestilence. He selected tiie lat- 
ter, and, in three days, seventy thousand of the 
people died. The angel of the Lord who was 
commisMoned to effect this destruction^ stood 
by the threshing floor of Araunah the Jebusite, 
and, on stretching out his hand over Jerusalem, 
he was directed to proceed no farther. The 
t>lagae then ceased ; and Oavid, haviQg pur- 
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chased the floor of Araunah, erected there att 
altar, and offered sacrifices uato Grod. 



REMARKS. 
. 1. Of the two books of Sainael, it is suppos- 
ed that Samuel htmiseif compiled the first, to 
the end of the twenty fourth chapter. The re- 
mainder was probabij written bj the prophets^ 
Nathan and Gad, who were cotemporarj with 
David. The two books comprehend a period of 
about one hundred and forty jears from the 
birth of Samuel. 

2. Davids after the death of his predecessor, 
was acknowledged as king only by the house of 
Judah, over which he reigned, in Utbron, six 
years and seven months. The rest of the tribes 
continued their allegiance to the family of Saul, 
until the death of ishbosheth. 

3. Jerusalem, the eity which David establish- 
ed^ as the royal residence, lay on the frontiers of 
the two tribes of Judah and Benjamin. Bj 
Joshua it was given to the latter, yet it appears 
that it continued in the possession of the Jebu- 
sites until the accession of Oavid to the throne. 
It was built on hills and encompassed witb 
mountains. David considerably enlarged its 
borders by extending it to the north upon Mount 
Zion, which he afterwards called, '< the city of 
David.** The ancient name of Jerusaletii was 
Jebus, called, also, Salem or Solyma. The 
original Jebus was situated upon a hill to the 
south, between which and Mount Zion lay the 
valley of Millo. This was filled up by David 
and his successor, and thus the two parts of the 
city were joined. Mount Olivet is about five 
farlongs to tike east of Jeraialemy at the foot of 
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vhich niiii the brook Kidron» or Cedron, in fte 
valiej of Jehosaphet. 

4. Hebron, where David established his resi- 
dence after the death of Saul» was situated on 
an eminence about twentj miles to the south of 
Jerusalem. It was allotted to Judah, but be- 
came* bj divine appmntment» the inheritance 
of Caleb; It was, also, a dwelling of the priests 
and a cit j of refiige. 

5. Joab was the nephew of David, being the 
son of his sister Zeruiah. He was distiogiiish- 
ed for his cruel and revengeful disposition, and 
appears to have exercised great influence over 
we mind of the king. He was, however, re- 
moved from his employments after the death of 
Absalom, probaUy m consequence of that event, 
and Amasa was appcnnted general in his place. 
This transaction gave him great offence, and he 
took the first opjmrtunity to stain his hands in 
the blood of his rival. 

6. In ancient times threshing floors were esL- 
tensive pieces of ground in the open field, where 
the grain was trodden out bj oxen. Skich was 
the possession that David purchased of^ Araa- 
nah, the Jebusite, situated on Mount Moriah ; 
and on the very place where he erected an al- 
tar to the Lord, tiie temple of Solomon was af- 
wards built. 

LESSONXXXVI. 
As David declined in years, one pf his sons, 
named Adonijah, resolved on an attempt tead- 
vtatee himself to the throne. He succeeded in 
enlisting in his favour a considerable number of 
the people, among whom were Joab, the former 
Gommittder of thoarmy, and iUiiathar the priest 
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He, (hen, provided himself with a royal equip* 
age and retinue, and offered the accustomed 
sacrifices as preparatory to the acknowledge* 
ment and proclamation of his title. The whole 
of this transaction was made known to the king 
by Bathsheba, his wife« and Nathan, the prophet ; 
upon which, he immediately took measures to 
secure the succession to his son Solomon, to 
whom, both by divine appointment and his own 
promise, it of right belonged. The latter was 
cavsed to accompany the servants of his father 
to Gihon, where he was duly anointed and pro» 
claimed. The sound of the rejoicing which took 
place upon this occasion reached Adonijah and 
nis con^panions while they were feasting; and 
being told by Jonathan, the son of Abiathar» 
what it meant, thej^ were greatly alarmed and 
dispersed in confusion. Adonijah sought refuge 
in the sanctuary, at the horns of the altar, from 
whence he was taken and carried up to Solo- 
mon, who received his homage and dismissed 
kim from his presence, with an assurance that 
no harm should befal him, if, iii future, he con* 
ducted himself worthily. This affair being thua 
peaceably settled, David called his son Solo- 
mon to his bed side, and gave him his dying 
counsel and advice With sreat solemnity, ho. 
charged him, as he valued his own happiness 
and the prosperity of his people, to obey, with 
the utmost strictness, the commandments ot 
God, at the same time giving him a commission 
to inflict merited punishment upon Joab and 
Shimei, whom he, probably, considered as ene^ 
miesofthe government and disturbers of the 
public peace. His address bein^ closed, David 
gave up the ghosli and was' buried ia the city 
12 
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which be had built, having reigned over Jadah 
and Israel forty je^rs. 

^ Soon after the death of David, Adonijah pe« 
titioned Solqnion, through the favour of Bath- 
sheba, to confer upon him a certain distinguish- 
ed privilege. The king not only refused to 
grant his request, but, also, construed it into aa 
act of indignitv and rebellion which deserved 
death. Benaian, the son of Jehoida, was, there- 
fore, commanded to execute the vengeance of 
his sovereign, and in pursuance of the order» he 
fell upon Adonijah . and slew him. About the 
same time, Abiathar the priest was degraded 
from his office and banished from Jerusalem. 
Joab,.hearing of these events, and supposing that 
his turn would be next, fled to the tabernacle of 
the Lord and laid hold upon the horns of the al- 
tar* Here he was found bj Benaiah, who, not 
being able to remove hirp, killed him upon the 
spot, according to the directions which he had 
received from the king. Only one of tiie do- 
mestic enemies of David now remained. This 
was Shimei, the Benjamite, who had cursed and 
abused him, at the time of his departure from Je- 
rusalem, and whom Solomon had forbidden, un- 
der pain of de&tb, to go out of the city upon any 
occasion. For some time, Shimei observed the 
royal injunction; but, at length, it happened 
that two of his servants ran away from him, and 
he pursued them to Gath. Upon his return, it 
was told Solomon what he had done, and orders 
were immediately given for his death, which 
were executed, without delay, by the same per- 
son that had slain Adonijah and Joab. Bepaiah 
was, ai this time, captain of the host, and Za- 
dok, the high priest. 
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Solomon, being thus securely placed upon 
the throne, and no prospect of disturbance ap- 
pearing from any quarter, entered into an alii'^ 
an re with Pharaoh, king of Egypt, by marrying 
his daughter, after which, he went up to Gitieon, 
which was the great high place of Israel, to offer 
sacrifices unto the Lord. Here, he was favour- 
ed with a divine eommunication in a vision or 
dream by night, and directed to ask for the be« 
stowment of any blessing that he wished. With 
great humility, he acknowledged his weakness 
and imperfection ; and, instead of supplicating 
for riches or long life, or any benefit of a mere 
temporal nature, he besought the Lord to give 
him wisdom and undierstanding to enable nim 
to govern well the people over whom he was 

Elaced. This request was highly commended 
y the Almighty, who promised him, not only 
the fulfilment of his desire in an extraordinary 
degree, but, also, distinguished wealth and hon- 
ours, to which should be added, on condition of 
his faithfulness and obedience, length of days. 

After the return of Solomon to Jerusalem, an 
opportunity soon occurred for him to manifest 
his superior wisdom and discernment. Two 
women came to the royal palace, the one of 
which stated, that the other had stolen away her 
infant while she slept, and claimed it as her 
own, in the place of one that had died, which 
she laid in the arms of the mother who had been 
robbed. The woman, who was accused, assert- 
ed that no such exchange had been made, but 
that she herself was truly the mother of the liv- 
ing infant. To deride so difficult a controver* 
sy with justice, Solomon caused a sword to be 
brought, and, placing'it in the hands of an <^* 
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cer, directed him to divide*the cbiid^ into twe 
equal parts and to give one to each of the wo- 
i^en. The real mother instantly protested a- 
gainst this mode of procedure, resigninei at 
once, her claim, in orJer to save the life of her 
son, while her neight>our was desirous that the 
proposed division might take place. This ten- 
derness of maternal affection on the part of one, 
and indifference on that of the other, instantly 
enabled the kin^ to determine to whom the child 
belonged, and it wastiien delivered in safety to 
its reid parent. When the judgement of the king, 
in this case, became generally known in Israel, 
it gained for him increased reverence and admi- 
ration. The uncommon wisdom with which the 
Lord had blessed him was soon attended with 
the happiest consequences throughout his jd^ 
minions; all his subjects enjoyed peace amd 
prosperity, and the neighbouring nations became 
either his tributaries or his allies. The style of 
his living was answerable to his greatness, and 
the repttation of his knowledge was so univer- 
sally extended, that people came from all parts 
of the world to see andf to hear him. Besides 
his peculiar duties as a sovereign, he manifeated 
great regard for the morality and happiness of 
his subjects, and wrote for their use and im* 
provement, three thousand proverbs, and one 
thousand and five songs, together with a variety 
of treatises upon trees, plants and animals. 

LESSON^XXVII. 

. The peace and prosperity of Solomon's reign 
^ere well adapted to the prosecution of that work 
which David had designed, but which was to be 
accomplished by bissuccessor. The king^ there- 
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fore, took advantage of the time, and made prc» 
parattons for building the house of the Lord. In 
the first place, he sent messengers to Hiram, 
king 6f Tyre, who had been the friend of his fa;- 
thcr, informing him of his intentions, and re- 
questing from htm a supply of cedar and fir. 
This was readily and cheerfully Bestowed, and 
the two kings entered into a covenant of perpet- 
ual peace and friendship. Solomon then levied 
thirty thousand workmen and arranged them in 
three companies of ten thousand each, giving to 
Adoniram, one of his officers, the oversight and 
command of the whole. These labourers were 
to be employed with the servants of Hiram, in 
Mount Lebanon ; but only one company viras 
sent out at a time, v^hich remained for a month, 
and then returned home and was succeeded by 
toother. In carrying on the work, there were, 
also, seventy thousand whose duty it was to bear 
Ikirdens, and eighty thousand who were em- 
ployed as hewers of stone in the mountains. 
The number of overseers amounted to thirty 
three thousand. This magnificent undertaking 
was commenced in the fourth year of Solomon's 
reign, four hundred and forty years from the 
time of the settlement of the Israelites iii the 
land of Canaan ; and the building was complet- 
ed, in all its parts,in seven years, daring which, 
the sound of axe, hammer, or any tool of iron 
was not heard upon it, the timber being all 
made ready in the forest, and the stones in the 
quarries. 

Solomon, also, built for himself two very su- 

perb and costly palaces, together with a house 

of equal beauty and splendour, for the queen. 

In completing the temple, a distinguished arti- 

12* 
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zan from Tyre^ bj the name of HiraBi» had been 
employed, who cast two pillars of brass, each 
eiffhteen cubits in height, upon which were rais- 
ed chapiters, adorned with iilj work, net w.ork 
and pomegranates. These pillars were placed 
at the entrance of the porch, one upon the right 
band and the other upon the leit Hiram, also, 
made all vessels and instruments which were to 
be used in the services of the sanctuary ; and 
thus the building became ready for the devo- 
tions and offerings of the people. Solomon, then, 
caused the ark to be removed to the place which 
he had prepared for it in the temple, upon which 
^e glory of the Lord filled the house^ and the 
king proceeded to the dedication in a solemn 
and fervent prayer, in which he implored the 
divine favour upon the work o£ his hands and 
the services to which it was appropriated. He 
concluded, with a blessing which he pronounced 
upon the. congregation ; and» after offering a 
vast number of sacrifices and keeping a feast to 
the Lord seven days, he dismissed the i>eople, 
who returned to their habitations, rejoicing in 
the goodness of God, and praising the merits of 
their king. 

Not long after the dedication of the temple, 
the Lord appeared a second time to Solomon, 
and told him that he heard and accepted his 
prayer, and supplication, and that his favour 
ahould forever rest upon the house which bad 
been built He declared, moreover, that the 
continuance of the government in the family d^ 
P 'Vid would be dependent upon the constanej 
and fidelity with which, the divine laws were 
observed. At the expiration of twenty year^, 
probably, from the time of S^omon'^ coroaatioot 
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a present wa« made bj him to Hiram» kii^ ^f 
Tyre» of certain cities, in return for his assist- 
ance in building the temple, with Which the latp 
ter was not well pleased, wherefore, that part of 
the country was called Cabul, a name denoting 
dissatisfaction. Solomon, then, applied himselT 
to the building, repairing, and fortifjin| of vari- 
ous towns within nis dominions^ en^gmg, also, 
extensively, in commerce, and sending his ships 
toOphir for gold. 

Among the persons who came from distant 
parts ito witness the glory and to be edified with 
the wisdom of Solomon, was the queen of Sheba, 
who resolved to make trial of hit understanding 
by proposing for his solution many difficult 
questions upon various subjects. The answers 
of the king not only gave satisfaction to her 
miad, but filled her with astonishment and ad- 
miration ; and, having made him a valuable pres- 
ent of gold and spices, she returned to her own 
country, with the most exalted opinion of his 
knowledge and power. With the fame of Solo* 
mon, his riches, also, increased ; for his vessels 
broo^t him an akrandance of gold, insomuch 
that it was applied to the most common uses, 
silver being held in no estimation, in short, the 
richest gifts poured in upon him from every 
country, and to obtain his friendship and to see 
his face was the prevailing ambition of the prin- 
ces and philosophers of the a^e. 

But such is the imperfection of the hnmau 
character, that even Solomon, surrounded as he 
was with every blessing and exalted to the high- 
est summit of earthly glory, forsook, at last, the 
Lord, hU benefactor, and went after the gods of 
the beatheA«> The close of his life was disgraced 
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by idolatry, to which he was tdrned by the temp- 
tations and artifices of his wives. Thus he f>ro- 
Toked the anger of the Almighty, who declared 
to him, that, as a punishment for his wickedntiss, 
the government should, in part, be taken fron 
his fiimily. In addition to this, eneoaies were 
raised up asainst him, and the remainder of bis 
days, was clouded with care and sorrow. Among 
his foes, was one tnr the name of Jeroboam, who 
was the son of iNebat, a servant of Solomon. 
This man had received from the prophet Ahi- 
jah an intimation that he was destined to the 
throne, in consequence of which, he attempted 
to alienate the affections of the people from their 
sovereign. When the king became acquainted 
with what had taken place, he concerted a plan 
to destroy Jeroboam, but the latter prevented its 
execution by fleeing into Egypt, where he re- 
mained until the death of Solomon, which hap- 
pened soon after. He died in the fifty eighth 
year of his age, having reigned fortf years, and 
waft buried in the sepulchre of his father, in the 
city of David. 

lessonTxxviil 

After the death of Solomon, the people as- 
sembled at Shechem to make his son, Rehobo- 
am, king. They had, previously, sent to ^gypt 
for Jeroboam, who had returned and was pre- 
sent with them upon the occasion. Before pro- 
ceeding to the acknowledgement and anointing 
of the son of Solomon, they detefrmined to as- 
certain whether he was disposed to release them 
from the burdens under which they had suffered 
in the former rei^ ; and, to this end, they sent 
to him a deputation, with Jeroboam at the head 
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of it, to obtain from him a promise that, oq hia 
advancement to the thronej he would redress 
their grievances. Rehoboaro immediatelj nnm* 
moned a council of old experienced men» to 
whom ]ie communicated the message he had re«> 
c«ivedy and requested their opinion in regard to 
the answer which lie ought to give. They ad« 
vised him, without hesitation, to comply with 
the wishes of the people; but, instead of re* 
garding their direction, he referred the subject 
to the determination of some of his young 
and thoughtless companions. By these he 
was told to pay no respect to the complaiatsi 
or feelings of the people, but to state to their 
messengers, that, so far from lessening their 
evils which they represented, he would greatlj 
increase them. This advice which was asreea- 
ble to his own sentiments, he imprudently fol- 
lowed, in consequence of which, ten tribesjm- 
mediately revolted from the house of David and 
made Jeroboam their king* The nation thus 
became divided into two partSj of which the one 
was designated by theiiame of Israel, and tiie 
other by that of Judah. The tribe of Judah re- 
tained the adherence of the Benjamites, but 
there were comparatively so few of the latter, 
that both families were included under one 
general appellation. 

Biehoboam, upon this unexpected defection, 
sent Adoram, who was over the tribute, to col* 
lect from the Israelites their accustomed taxes, 
but the enraged multitude stoned him to death. 
He, then, hastened with all speed, up to Jeru- 
salem, where he assembled a lari^e force of the 
men of Judah and Benjamin, and prepared to 
give battle to Jeroboam, that he might thus bring 
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baek the rebel tribes to theii'allegiance* Ht» 
intentions were» however, frustrated, for the 
word of the Lord came to him bj the prophet 
Shemaiah, forbidding him to take up arms, and 
declaring that the event which had occurred 
was according to the divine will. Fram thi« 
time there is but little recorded of the rei^ of 
Rehoboam. His subjects became exceediogij 
vicious and depraved, and abandoned them- 
selves to idolatry and all manner of wicked- 
ness, in consequence of which the king of Kgjpt 
was sent against them, who took the city of Je- 
rusalem and robbed the temple and the palace 
of their treasures, and carried awaj the shields 
of gold which Solomon had made, in the place 
of which the kti^ substituted others of brass. 
Rehoboam was forty one years old when he be- 
gan to reign, and he continued on the throne 
seventeen years, at the exniration of which, 
)ie died, and was baried with his fathers. He 
was succeeded by his son Abijam. 

The revolted Israelites, under Jeroboatn, did 
Oot exceed their brethren of Judah in virtue and 
piety. The king, in order to prevent the peo- 
ple from going up to Jerusalem to sacrifice, 
which he supposed they would be inclined to do 
from thfeir former habits, and their reverence 
for the temple and the ark, made two golden 
calves, the one of which he placed in Dnn and 
the other in Bethel, the northern and southern 
extremities of his dominions. He, also, estab- 
lished festivals to be observed on the same days 
with those of Jerusalem, and advanced to the 
priesthood the lowest of the people, who were 
not of the house of Levi. In these ways he 
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raajde Israel to sia and provoked the severe dt9< 
pleasure of the Lord. 

On a certain day, ^ as Jeroboam stood by the 
idol which he bad erected at Bethel, im[)ious}j 
executing the office of a pl^st, by burning in« 
cense, a prophet of God came thither from Ju- 
dah and denounced a heavy woe upon the altar, 
and those who should sacrifice upon it, which he 
declared should be accompiisheo in the reign of 
a future prince by the name of Josiah ; and to 
confirm the truth of his prediction, he further 
said, that the altar should at that time be renti 
and the ashes upon it poured out. This speech 
so incensed Jeroboam, that, stretching out his 
hand, he ordered his attendants to seize the 
prophet; but his hand immediately withered 
away, and the altar became rent so that the 
ashes fell upon the ground* The king was thus 
convinced of the inspiration of the prophet, and 
entreated him to pray for the restoration of his 
hand, which he readily did, and it returned to 
its former state. Jeroboam then urged the 
atranger to go home with him and receive some 
refreshment; but the latter refused the invita- 
tion, upon the ground, that the Lord had com- 
manded him neither to eat nor to drink. He 
then departed from the place, and was followed 
by an old prophet who had been informed by his 
sons, of the transactions at the altar, and who 
persuaded him by a false statement, to return. 
While they were seated at the table, the word 
of the Lord came unto the old prophet, and he 
addressed the man of God who was from Judah, 
declaring, in substance, that in consequence of 
his disobedience to the command of heaven, he 
sliould not be buried in the sepulchre of bis fa* 
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thers. Thig senteiice was soon put in execa« 
tion, for immediately after leaving the city, be 
was attaked by a lion and slain. The prophet 
of Bethel* when he^^ard of this calamity, went 
out and took the Iwy which bad been neither 
torn nor disfigured, and, returnins; with it, caas« 
ed it to be buried in his own tomb, at the same 
time expressing his confidence that the predic- 
tions concerning the altar would all be fulfilled, 
and giving it in charge to his sons that, when he 
died, they should lay him by the side of the 
man of God. 



LESSON XXXIX. 
The extraordinary events which have been 
related had no effect in producing the reforma- 
tion of Jeroboam, but he continued in the prac- 
tice of the grossest idolatry and wickedness. At 
length, one of his sons was visited with a severe 
sickness, and he sent his wife, in disguise, to the 
prophet Ahijab, who had foretold his advance- 
ment, to inquire what would be the issue of the 
disease. Ahijah received information from the 
Lord of the coming of the woman, and was di- 
rected what to say to her upon her approach. 
Accordingly, as she entered "the door, he re- 
proved her for feigning herself to be another, 
and then proceeded to express the displeasure 
of God towards her husband for his manifold 
iniquities, and to assure her that not only the 
child who was sick, but that his whole family 
should be entirely cut off and destroyed. She, 
then, departed from the prophet, and on her ar- 
rival at the threshold of her own house, her son 
died. This event was followed by the death of 
Jeroboam after a corrupt reign of twenty two 
7ears. 
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Abijam, who succeeded his Estther Rehoboam, 
rained over Jadah, in Jerusalem^ three years, 
doiitt; that wbidi was evil in the sight of the 
LiorcT At the expiration of this period, he died, 
and Asa, his sort, reigned in his stead. Me was 
a wisse and religious prince, and reformed the 
nation from many of the corruptions which his 
ancestors had countenanced. 

In the second year of Asa, Nadab succeeded 
his father Jeroboam, in Israel, and turned not 
asid^e from the abominations of his predecessor. 
But his course was soon terminated by one of 
his officers named Baasha, who conspirea against 
him and skw him at the siege of Gibb^thon, a 
city of the Philistines, in the second year of his 
reign. Baasha was then acknowledged as sove- 
reign, after which he caused every individual of 
the family of Jeroboam to be put to death. Be* 
tween him and Asa, king of Judah, tiiere was 
continual war, in the prosecution of which, the 
latter derived considerable advants^e from Ben- 
hadad, king of Syria, Who was induced, b^ means 
of a large present, to make a league with him. 
The conduct of Baasha corresponded with that 
of the kings before him, and the prophet Jehu 
was sent to threaten him with the vengeance of 
Almighty God. His reign commenced in the 
third year of Asa, and continued twenty four 
years, when he died and wais succeeded by his 
son Elah. The latter had not been on the throne 
two years before he was killed by his servant 
Zimri, who took possession of the kingdom. 
The reign of Zimri was, however, of short dura- 
tion, fur the army which was at that time en- 
camped at Gibbethon, refused to acknowledge 
his authority, and made Omri, their general. 
13 
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kins. They then inarched to the roya] city, 
which they took ; and the usurper, to avoid fall- 
iog into their hands, set fire to the palace, and 
wns consumed with the building, having reigned 
only seven days. The advancement of Omri, 
was not, however, pleasing to all the people, for 
a considerable number declared themselves in 
favour of one Tibni, the son of Ginath, but the 
party of Omri prevailed, and Tibni lost his life 
m the confest Omri was made king in the thir- 
ty first year of Asa, and reigned twelve years, 
walking in all the ways of Jeroboam, the son of 
Nebat, who made Israel to sin. He removed 
the royal residence from Tirzah to a new city 
which he built and called Samaria, from the 
name of Shemer, the former owner of the hill 
on which it stood. Here he died and was buri- i 
ed, and his son Ahab, who, for a time had shar- 
ed his authority, succeeded him. The death of I 
Asa took place in Jerusalem about two years 
before that of Omri, and Jehosaphat his son, I 
reigned in his stead. 
. The kings of Israel, in its revolted state had, I 
thus far, been Jeroboam, Nadab, Baasha, Blah, 
Zimri, and Omri, and those of Judah, during the i 
same period, Rehoboam, Abijam and Asa, and : 
among them all, the last is recorded as the only | 
good man. The two thrones were now filled by j 
Ahab on the part of Israel and Jehosaphat, on | 
that of Judah, the former bein^ distinguished 
above all that had gone before him, for his idol- 
atry and general wickedness. In his days an 
attempt was made by one Hiel to build Jericho, 
but according to the prediction of Joshua, at the 
time of its overthrow, he laid the foundation 
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thereof in his first born and set up the gates ii^ 
his youngest sen. 

A celebrated prophet, by the name of Elijah, 
was raised up in Israel in the reign of Ahab, 
and from him the king received many severe 
reproofs. He predicted a great drought in the 
land which came to pass according to his word, 
during which he was nourished by ravens at the 
brook Cherithy and by a widow woman of Zare- 
phath, whose barrel of meal and cruse of oil 
were miraculously replenished until rain fell 
upon the earth. The son of this woman was ta- 
ken sick and died, but upon the prayer and in- 
tercession of Elijah, God was pleased to restore 
him to life. At length, the prophet was directed 
to show himself to Ahab, who, with his people, 
was greatly distressed for want of water, there 
having fallen neither rain nor dew for the space 
of three ^ears^ and a grievous famine prevailing 
in Samaria. 

About this time, the king and Obadiah, the 
governor of his house, who had shewn favour 
and kindness to the prophets of the Lord dur- 
ing a persecution which had been carried on 
against them by Jezebel, the wife of Ahab, who 
was a worshipper of Baal and a supporter of his 
priests, undertook to visit, by different routes, 
various parts of the country, for the purpose of 
ascertaining whether there were yet any brooks 
or fountains of water, that had not been entire- 
ly dried up, that, if it were possible, the horses 
and mules might be preserved from perishiD& 
Upon this occasion, Obadiah was met by Elij^ah, 
who directed him to go and inform the king of 
his coming. A meeting, therefore, soon took 
place, when the enraged monarch charged the 
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{NTophtt with being tbe CAU0t ofM the calamity 
that had been experienced. Blija^, In replj, 
told him, that he had not occanooed, although 
be had predicted it, but that it was brought up- 
4>n the nation on account of the wickedness of 
their ruler and his family. 

LEsS XL. 

Elijah, having reproved Ahab for his idolatry, 
directed him to summon the priests and proph- 
ets of Baal, to the number of eight hundred 
and fifty, to meet him at Mount Carmel, where 
he would, in the &ce of all the people, prove 
the folly and vanitjr of their pretensions in re- 
lation to their imaginary god. The king imme- 
diately sent forth messengers into all Israel, and 
the proposed assembly was soon collected. Eli- 
jah then gave orders that two sacrifices should 
be prepared, one for the worshipers of Baal and 
one for himself, and that the Being who an- 
AWered by fire should be acknowledged and re- 
ceived as the only true oUeet of praise and ado- 
ration. The priests of Baal, having made 
ready their altar and oblation, called aloud up- 
on their god, and cut themselves with knives 
and lancets in order to propitiate his favour, 
but all their exercises proved fruitless and vaia, 
for there was no voice nor any that r^arded. 
Elijah, then, repaired the altar of the liord 
which had been broken down, and having put 
the wood in order, and laid the victims, which 
had been slain, thereon, that there might be no 
suspicion or possibility of deceptibn, he canoed 
a great quantity of water to be poured upon the 
whole. After this, he addressed himself in a 
ftrvent prayer to the Almighty, and the fire 
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came down from heaven and consumed the sac- 
rifice, and the wood, and the stones, and dried 
up all the water. This miraculoas display of 
divine power so astonished the people that they 
immediately fell upon their faces and acknowi- 
ed^d the power and supremacy of the God of 
Elijah. Tne prophet, then, caused all the priests 
of Baal to be led to the foot of the mountain, 
and there put to death, upon which he went up 
to the top of Carmel, where he prayed for rain, 
and the Lord graciously answered his petitions. 
Jezebel, the wife of Ahab, when sne heard 
what Elijah had done to her favourite priests, 
vowed revenge, and immediately sent a messen- 
ger to inform him that he should answer for his 
conduct with his life. The prophet, therefore, 
to avoid the effects of the queen's fury, fled to 
Beersheba, in the southern parts of Judah, where 
he left his servant, and then sought refuge for 
himself in the wilderness. Here, he was mirac- 
ulously supplied with provision, in the strength 
of which he continued his flight forty days and 
forty nights, until he came to Horeb, the mount 
of God. In this place, he received a vision, 
calculated to comfort him in his affliction ; and 
ia which he was directed to return into Iiis own 
country by the way of Damascus. He was, al- 
so, commanded to anoint, on his route, Hazael 
to be king of Syria ; Jehu to be kin^ of Israel, 
and Elisha to be his own successor m the pro- 
phetic office. The latter be soon found at work 
in tlie field, and, as he passed by, he cast his 
mantle upon him. Elisha immediately left the^ 
plough, and, following Elijah, became his r 
vant About this time, Benhadad, the^V^\n- 
Syria, had raised a large army» and bp^ 
13* 



tA by thirty petty sovereigns from beyond tiie 
Euphrates, .lade war upon Israel, and besieged 
the city of Samaria. Ahab, who was in no con- 
dition to oppose 80 powerful an enemy, at first 
submitted hin^self to his mercy: but the Syrian 
increasing in the insolence of his demands, the 
former, byadvic^ of his friends and the encour- 
aeement of a prophet, took up arms in defence 
of his country, and iu two successive battles 
proved so victorious that he reduced. Benhadad 
to the necessity of making peace upon his own 
terms. His lenity, however, ia sparing thelife 
of his adversary, when he had him in his power, 
was displeasing to the Lord, from whom he re- 
ceived the following message s— ** Because thou 
hast let go out of my hand a man whom I ap> 
pointed to utter destruction ; therefore, thy lUfe 
shall go for his life, and thy people for his peo* 
pie." 

Soon after tlie return of Ahab to Samaria, ho 
became guilty of a criiae of the most heiooas 
nature. Adjoining the royal gardens in JeaMreel. 
was a vineyard belonging to a citizen of the 
place, whose name was Nid>oth. This vineyard 
Ahab was exceedingly desirous of purchaaiog^ 
but the owner refused to part with it upon any 
terms, as it was part of an estate which had 
descended to him from his ancestors. The 
king, thereupon, manifested great displeasure 
and grief, and rejected all kinds of sustenance, 
which being perceived by Jetebel, she speedily 
contrived a way to obtain for her husband the 
object of his desire. In order to accomplish 
her plans, she wrote letters, in the name ef 
Ai^ ^^ the principal men of Jezreel, com* 
^ them to proclaim a fasti to brli^g Na- 
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Mritnesset* to accuse bim of treason and blas- 
phemy, that he might be carried out of the city 
asd atoned to death. These directions were 
punctually obeyed.; the unfortunate Naboth fell 
a sacriice to the covetousness of the king and 
the diabolical machinations t)f a wicked an<j[ an 
artful woman, and" Ahab took possession of the 
vineyard. A hea?y judgement was soon de* 
nounced against him for this offence, and it was 
declared to him that his whole family should be 
extirpated. But upon his repentance and hu- 
miliation, it pleased the Lord to delay the full 
execution of the sentence until the days of his 
fion and successor. 

While the transactions which have been nien- 
tioned were taking place in Israel, the house of 
Judah remained peaceable and prosperous under 
the administration of the g;ood Jehosapbat This 
king, at length, entered into an unfortunate al- 
liance with Ahab, who requested his assistance 
ia recovering Ramoth Gilead,a town belonging 
to the tribe of Gad, from the hands of the Sy- 
rians who unjustly detained it, in violation of 
the covenant between Benfaadad and the king 
of Israel. Jehosaphat readily complied with the 
desires of Ahab; but jprevious to the commence- 
ment of the expedition, he intimated a wish 
thait the prophet Mkaiah miglit be consulted in 
regard to its success. His predictions were un- 
favourable, and contrary to those of the pro- 
phets of Israel, who had assured the king of 
victory, at which Ahab was greatly enraged and 
ordered Micaiah to be imprisoned ; but in the 
end, his words proved true, for Ahab, who had 
disguised himself in the battle, was slain by as 
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arrow, which a certain man shot at a venture, 
and thus ended a corrupt reign of twenty two 
years. His «bn Ahazian succeeded htm, and 
was, in like manner with his father, distinguish- 
ed only for his wickedness. Jehosaphat return- 
ed to Jerusalem from the battle at Ramoth Gil- 
ead» where he died in about eight years after the 
death of Ahid>, having reigned twenty five yean, 
and Jehoram, his son, was advanced to tiie 
throne in bis stead. 

REMARKS. 

1. It would seem, at first view, that the 
charge which David, just before his death, jg;ave 
to his son Solomon, respecting Joab and Shimei, 
and particularly the latter, was altogether in- 
consistent with that merciful and forgiving dis- 
position which he possessed, and in direct vio- 
lation of the solemn promises which he had un- 
conditionally made. In order to avoid the diffi- 
culty which the sut^ect presents, some learned 
men have supposed that the passage in our trans- 
lation does not harmonize with the original, but 
that it now appears in the positive form of a 
command to slay, whereas it should be in the 
tiegative. But if we consider it in the light of 
a caution and a prediction, which the order of 
the words will justify, there is no need of resort- 
ing to any farther conjecture. David knew that 
both Shimei and Joab were, in heart, disaflfect* 
ed towards his family ;and, that Solomon might 
not be' led to confide in anj of their professioas, 
he warned him to be on hi^ guard from the re- 
membrance of their former conduct, and at the 
same time foretold their destiny. 

2. Before the temple was erected, the tabei> 
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nacle, which hdd1>een built in the wilderness, 
was the general place ef worship dmd sacrifice 
for the Israelites ; bat in additian to this, thej 
were in the habit of ofiering their devotidns in 
different parts of the country, on eminences, 
which had been sanctified by the presence of 
patriarchs and prophets, or the appearance of 
God. These eminences were called high places, 
and the principal among them was Gibeon, to 
which, also, the tabernacle was removed. They 
were not unlawful in themselves, so long as Je- 
hovah was the only object of worship, ana previ- 
ous to the building of the ten&ple : But after this 
event, they were absolutely forbidden ; and as 
they became perverted to the idolatries of the 
heathen, it was deemed by the Lord a most 
commendableactyinany Of the princesi to de«- 
stroy them. 

3. The temple of Solomon was commenced 
in the year of the creation two thousand nine 
hundred and ninety two, and finished in seven 
years. It stood en Mount Moriah, with the en- 
trance towards the east, and the meat holy and 
retired part toward the west. The services to 
which it was appropriated did not consist of pub- 
He prayers and.reading the law; but of sacri- 
fices, burning incense and intercession on the 
part of the priests. The people o&red their 
petitions, privately, in the outer porches. 

4. There have been many and various con- 
jectures in regard to the situation of Ophir, from 
whence Solomon brou^t hts sold. Some have 
supposed that it was an inland country, near the 
source of the Euphrates and Tigris. Others have 
placed it in the west of Africa on the sea coast ; 
and others again hft¥e discovered proofs of its 



166 

location in the East Indies. It is difficult to at- 
certain which of these opinions is conformable 
to the truth, but the probabititj is in favour of 
Africa. 

5. The queen of Sheba who visited SoIomoD 
to hear his wisdom and to see his weaUh, is 
thought to have come from the farthest part of 
Arabia. By some her government is fixed io 
£t]iiopia, and it may be, that she reigned over 
both countries. 

6. Samaria, which was built and made the 
seat of government by Omri, king of Israel, 
was situated on a fruitful hilt, about a day's 
journey, according to Josephus, from Jerusalem. 
It was laid oat with great splendour, and strong- 
ly fortified, and among its curiosities was a pal- 
ace of ivory, erected by Ahab. 

r. Baal, who is also called Bel, was a god of 
the Canaan! tes and Phenician», and is consid- 
ered as the most ancient of their deities. He ap- 
pears to have been a great favorite with the fam- 
ily of Ahab, whose wife Jezebel supported and 
protected, as far as she was able, his priests; 
and, indecMi, the Israelites, generally, were great- 
ly addicted to his worship. Human victims 
were offered to him in sacrifice. 

8. Cariiiel, where Elijah confounded and de- 
stroyed the prophets of Baal, is a mountain near 
the Mediterranean sea, at the foot of which, on 
the north, runs the brook Kishon. 

LESSON XLI. 

After the death of Ahab, the Moabites rebell- 
ed against Israel, io whom they had hitherto 
been subject ; and Ahaziah, probably while pre- 
paring for an expedition against them, was taken 
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)is chamber. Being a worshipper of idols, like 
ih father Ahab, he sent messengers to inquire 
it the oracle of Baal-zebiib» the god of Ekron, 
irhether he should recover from his sickness. 
These messengers were met on their way bj 
the prophet Elijah, who, according to the in- 
structions which he had received from heaven, 
directed them to return to the king with a re- 
proof for his idolatry and a declaration that he 
should surety die. Upon this, Ahaziah sent, in 
succession, two armed forces to seize the pro- 
phet and bring him to Samaria, but Elijah, in 
attestation of his office, called down fire from 
beaven upon them, and they were consumed, 
with their captains. The king then dispatched 
a third company in Bursuit of Elijah, who, by 
command of the Lord, accompanied them to the 
royal palace, where he repeated his former pre- 
diction of the death of the king. This was soon 
verified ; tor the illness of Ahaziah increasing, 
he, at length* gave up the ghost, after a short 
reign of two years, and was succeeded by his 
brother Jehoram in the second year of Jehoram, 
the son of Jehosaphat, king of Judah. 

The prophet Elijah, who had long been a 
faithful servant of the true God, and a terror to 
the evil doers of the corrupt age in which he liv- 
ed, was now approaching the close of his minis- 
try. He was not, however, destined to see 
death, it being the will of the most high to trans- 
late him immediately from earth to heaven. 
Previous to his departure, he visited the sons 
of the prophets in various parts of the country, 
and was accompanied in his journeyiogs by Eli- 
sba« who, notwithstandii^g the remonstrances of 
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his master, persisted in his detenninatidn not to- 
be separated &tiin him* When they came tsl 
theriyer Jordan, Elijah smote the waters wifk> 
his mantle and they parted asunder, so ihAt ht 
andji^itsha went over on dj^^ ground. After 
they^ had proce^ed a little distance on the oth* 
er side, Eljjafa directed his companion to ask ij 
what benefit ne should confer upon hiofi before 
he was taken away. The latter requested that j 
he might be blessed with a double share of his { 
spirit, which was promised him in case he should i 
witness his departure. As they went on con- 
versing together, there suddenly a|)peared a 
chariot of fire and horses of fire, and, in a whirl- 
wind, Elijah ascended to heaven. Elisha beheld 
him as he rose in the air, and cried, "My father, 
my father ! the chariot of Israel and the horse- 
men thereof." He then took up the mantle of 
Elijah which had fallen to the ground, and re- 
turning to the river Jordan, struck it upon the 
"waters, which immediately divided, and he pass- 
ed over in safety. The miracle which was per- 
formed was seen by fifty of the prophets who 
had followed Elijah tothe river side, where they 
had remained until Elisha came back, and ^ey 
were thereby convinccid that the latter had re- 
ceived the spirit of his master, and acknowledg- 
ed, at once, his inspiration and authority. Eli- 
sha went on to Jericho, where at the request of 
the inhabitants, he healed the waters of an uq- 
pteasant taste, and the ground of its barrenness. 
From Jericho, he proceeded to Bethel, and on 
his way thither a company of ohildren came out 
and mocked him, crying, '*6o up, thou bald 
head-— go up thou bald head.'' Elisha, at the 
reception of this insult, turned back and cursed 
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the children in the name of his God, and there 
Immeciiatelj rushed out &oin a neighbouring 
wood two she bears, who fell upon and destroj- 
ed forty two of them. £lisha» then, pursued 
his jouraey to Mount Carmel, and from thence 
to 8amaria» where he established his residence 
for a time. 

It happened, soon after the events which have 
been related, that the two kings of Israel and 
Judah, with the assistance of the king of Edom, 
which thej had obtained in passing through his 
country, went out to battle against the Moab* 
ites who had rebelled, and refused to pay the 
accustomed tribute which had been imposea up- 
OQ them from the time of David. Elisha accom- 
panied the army, and, in the wilderness throu^i 
which it passed, relieved, by a miracle^ the dis- 
tress occasioned by a want of water. A com- 
plete victory, was finally gained over the Moab- 
ites, whose king fled and took refuge in his cap- 
ital city. Thither the combined hosts pursued 
him, and laid siege to the place ; but on bis sac- 
I'iiicirig his eldest son upon the walls, in view 
of the whole armj, the Israelites were so struck 
with horror and indignation, that they abandon- 
ed their object and returned to their own land. 

LJESS0N*XL1I. 
Elisha, having returned from the land of Mo- 
ab, was called upon by a certain wpman whose 
husband was dead, to relieve her from the op- 
pressions of her creditor. He complied with 
her request, by increasing the oil of a single 
vessel to a quantity sufficient to enable her to 
discharge all her debts. From this time, it was 
his custom, as he journeyed through the country, 
14 
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to stop for refreshment nt the house of a man ia 
Shunem, whose wife treated him with the great- 
est respect and hospitalitj, and caused a cham- 
ber and a bed to be prepared for his reception 
whenever he should pass that way* During one 
of bis visits* he predicted to the Shunamite the 
birth of a child, which took place according to 
his word. In the course of a few years* it hap- 
pened, that this child, being in the field with his 
father, complained of a severe pain in hia head, 
in consequence of which, a servant was directed 
to carry him home, where he languished until 
noon and then expired in the arms of his mother. 
The afflicted parent, having carried the body 
into the chamber which was reserved fur Elisba, 
and laid it upon his bed, immediately departed 
for the residence of the prophet, in order to 
make known to him her calamity. He heard 
her complaints, and directed his servant to pro- 
ceed without delay to her house and lay his staff 
upon the face of the child, soon after which, he 
himself accompanied the woman on her return. 
In answer to his pravers, the Lord was pleased 
to restore the life of the child, and Elisha de- 
livered him to his mother. He then left the 
house of the Shunamite and went to Gilgal, 
where he continued the display of his miracu- 
lous gifts, firsts l^ removing the infection of cer- 
tain provision which had l^en accidentally poi- 
soned, and afterwards, in multiplying a quanti- 
ty of food that bad been presented to him to t 
sufficiency for all the men of the place. 

The extraordinary powers of Elisha were not 
exercised for the benefit of his own people alone, 
but extended their influence to the welfare of 
strangers an4 heathen. NaamaU; the saptain 
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of the host of the king of Syria, a man distm- 
guished for his valour and his birth, had, for a 
)on^ time, been afiSicted with the leprosy. 
Thid person, while suffering under the severity 
of a painful and loathsome disease, heard by 
the means of a certain maid servant who had 
been taken captive from the Israelites, of the 
fame of the prophet; and, being exceedingly de- 
sirous to ascertain whether he could do any thing 
for his relief, he obtained from his sovereign a 
letter of introduction"' to the king at Samaria, 
in which his name and complaint were made 
known, together with his desire of being heal- 
ed. This letter he delivered in person to Jeho* 
ram, who, supposing it to be an artifice on the 
part of the Syrian monarch to draw him into a 
quarrel, was at first, ereatly disconcerted ; but 
wheirElisha was informed of the circumstan- 
ces, he immediately requested that the stranger 
might be sent to his house. Naaman, accord* 
ingly, with his servants and his equipage, ap- 
peared before the door of the prophet, who 
simply directed him, by a messenger, to go and 
wash nimself seven times in the river Jordaq. 
The proud Syrian received this prescription 
with anger and disdain, and refused a compli^ 
ance. But upon the entreaties of his servants^ 
he was, at last, prevailed upon to make trial of 
the experiment, whfch, succeeded far beyond 
his expectations, for, upon washing himself in 
Jordan, according to the direction which had 
been given him, "' his flesh came again like unto 
the flesh of a little child and he was clean." He 
then returned to the house of Elisha, where he 
expressed his gratitude by acknowledging the 
power of the God of Israel, and urging the 
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prophet to accept a present at his hands. B!i- 
sha could not be induced to receive any of his 
gifts; and Naaman declared his resolution to 
offer, in future, no sacrifices but to the Lord 
Jehovah, at the same time asking the favour of 
two mules' burden of earth, upon which he 
might build an altar in hrs own land. This 
being granted, he commenced his journey for 
dyria ; but had not proceeded far before he was 
overtaken by Gehazi, the servant of £Iisha, 
who falsely told him that he had been sent bj 
his master to desire of him a talent of sHver 
and two changes of raiment for some guests who 
had called at his house Naaman, pleased with 
an opportunity of manifesting his gratitude, 
readiljr bestowed more than was asked, and 
Gehazi returned with the presents, which he 
concealed for his own use. But Elisha knew 
all that bad taken place, and when his servant 
came into his presence, he demanded ot him 
where he had been, Gehazi replied, that he had 
not been absent, upon which the prophet stated 
particularly what had happened, and, having re- 
proved the man for his covetousness, declared 
that the leprosy of Naaman should cleare to 
him and his seed forever. *' And he went out 
from his presence a leper as white as snow." 

A further miracle wrought by EUsha was for 
the recovery of an axe which had fallen into 
the water, at a place where the sons of the pro- 
phets were felling timber in order to enlar^ 
their habitation. When the loss was made k nown 
to Elisha, he threw a stick into th<i river, and 
the iron immediately rose to the suirface, from 
whence it was taken and restored t4 the person 
by whoi(n it had been dropped. After these 
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thiop, a war was declared bj the king of Syria 
against Israel. Benhadad raised a considerable 
armj, with a design of besieging Samaria, and 
made preparation for the attack, but his plaps, 
before he had time to carrj^ them into execution, 
were all made known to his enemy. From this 
circumstance, the Syrian was led to suppose 
that some person belonging to his own army was 
in the interest of the king of Israel, and be- 
trayed his counsels. But his suspicions were 
removed by one of his servants, who told him 
that Elisha, the prophet, gave information of 
bis designs, and reported the words which he 
Tittered in his most secret retirements. He, then, 
determined to secure the person of the man of 
God, and to this end sent a detachment to Do- 
than, the place where he resided. The servant 
of Elisha was greatly alarmed at the apparent 
strength of the host which came out against his 
master, but the Lord o|)ened his eyes and he 
beheld the whole mountain filled with horses of 
fire and chariots of fire, arraved in defence of 
the servant of the Most High. The men who 
encompassed the place were, upon the prayer 
of Elisha, smitten with blindness ; and the pro* 
phet, under pretence of putting «them in the 
way of securing the object of their pursuit, Jed 
them into the midst of Samaria, where their 
sight was restored, and they found themselves, 
to their inexpressible amazement and terror, in 
the midst of their enemies. The kina; of Israel 
would willingly have put them to death ; but 
Elisha forbade such a proceeding. They were, 
therefore, kindly treated, and sent back, in 
safety, to their master. 

14* 
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LESSON XLIIL 

Ob a renewal of the war by the Syrians, the 
cit;^ of Samaria was besieged, in conseqiteace of 
which a severe famine took place witivio the 
walls* and such was the scarcity of provisions, 
that two women entered into a mutual agree- 
ment to kill and eat their own children. Oae 
of them, accordingly, •aused her son to be slain, 
and when be was devoured, she claimed from 
her neighbour the fulfilment of a like obligation, 
which was refused. The parent who had been 
deprived of her child then made her coaiplaiot 
to the kings stating to him what had been done, 
in order to induce him to compel the other wo* 
man to perform her promise. The kin^ was 
greatly affected and enraged at the circum- 
stance, and vowed revenge upon Elisha, as if 
he had been the author of the calamity which 
had befallen the people. Upon this, the pro- 
phet predicted that in twenty four hours the in- 
habitants of the city should be plentifully sup- 
plied with food. A certain lord who waited up- 
on the king manifested a great want of faith in 
the accomplishment of this prediction, and de> 
ciai;ed that the thing was utterly impossible. 
It happened, however, that four lepers, who sat 
without the gate of the city, in a suifering con- 
dition, resolved to repair to the camp of the 
Syrians and throw themselves upon the mercy 
of the enemy, rather than to die with hunger 
where they then were. But they found on their 
arrival, that the army had fled, leaving in their 
tents a great abundance of provision, of silver, 
of gold, and of raiment. The Lord had made 
them to hear in the night the sound of a multi- 
t«de of chariots and of horses, with the shouts 
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»f a great host, which so mach terified them that 
they escaped with thB utmost precipitation. 
The lepers returned to Samaria and informed 
the king of their discovery, who, Jutving ascer* 
tained by messengers the truth of the story, 
went out with his people and spoiled the tents 
of the Syrians. But the unbelieving lord was 
trodden to death, by the-crowd, at the gate of 
the city. 

Duping a long and severe faming, which prer 
vailed throughout the land of Israel, the Shuna*^ 
iDite whose son had been restored to life, went, 
by the direction of Blisha, into the country of 
the Philistines, where she abode. On her re- 
turn, after the calamity had ceased, she found 
that her possessions were in the hands of stran- 
gers, whereupon, she had recourse to the king 
for the purpose of obtaining justice. He was, 
at the time of her entrance, conversing with the 
servant of Elisha, and receiving from him an 
account of the various miracles which had been 
performed by his master. As soon as the wo- 
man came in, Gehazi told the king that she was 
the very person of whom he had been speaking, 
and that it was her child that had been raised 
from th« dead. It was then ordered, that her 
estate, with all the profits thereof, during her 
absence, should be restored to her. 

In the mean time, Elisha went down to Da- 
mascus, where he was informed of the sickness 
of Benhadad, king of Syria, who sent Hazael, 
one of his servants, to" inquire of the prophet 
what would be the event of the disease. Elisha 
declared to the messenger, that his master 
would surely die, althoagS he intimated that the 
disopder would notofitseU^ necessarily prove* 
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fiital. He then gazed for a long time upon tiie 
countenanG^of Hazael.and, at lenetb, burst io- 
to tears. Beiog asked the reason of this strange 
conduct, he attributed it to a foresight of the 
evil which Hazael would bring upon the chil- 
dren of Israel. The mind of the latter revolted 
at the thought of such cruelty as the prophet 
had foretold ; but when he returned to bis mas- 
ter, he took a thick cloth and dipped it in wa- 
ter, and spread it on his face so that he died. 
And Hasuiel reigned in his stead. 

About this time, Jehoram, the son of Jehosa- 
phat died, having reigned over Jodah, eight 
years. In his reign the Edomites revolted, imd 
made themselves a king, after having been sub- 
ject to Judah one hundred and fifty years, from 
the time of David.. The character of Jehoram 
was that of a wicked prince, for he was connect- 
ed with the family of Ahab, having married his 
daughter, Athaliah. He was succeeded by his 
son Ahaziah, whose reign commenced in the 
twelfth year of Jehoram, king of Israel. These 
two sovereigns entered into an alliance against 
Hazael, kiog of Sjrria, and the latter was wound- 
ed in battle. Dunnghis confinement at Jezreel, 
the kin^ of Judah, who was his nephew, 'visited 
him, when the f(dlowing circumstances took 
place, which put an end to the government of 
the family of Ahab. 

The army being at Ramoth Gilead, Elisba di- 
rected one of the minor prophets to go thither 
and anoint Jehu, upon whom the command of 
the host had devolved, to be king of Israel. This 
commission was soon executed ; and Jehu, hav- 
ing been acknowledged and proclaimed by the 
officers who were present^ imnMdiately took a 
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chariot and hastened up to Jezreel, accompani- 
ed by a party 6f his friends. The kings of l«* 
rael and Judah, when they heard of his approach, 
hastened out to meet hiiti, and it so happened 
that the two companies came together at the 
virreyard which Ahab had unjustly taken from 
Naboth. Here Jehoram, the king of Israel, in- 
quired of Jehu whether he came peaceably, and 
Nvas answered with such a reproof ^f the wick- 
edness of his father's family, and, particularly^ 
of his mother Jeeebel, that he immediately per- 
ceived his danger and attempted to flee. But 
Jehu drew his how with his full strength and 
the arrow pierced the heart of Jehoram, and'he 
expired in his chariot, having reigned twelve 
years over Israel. His body was afterwards 
thrown into the adjoining vineyard. 

Aha2,iah, the king of Judah, supposing that his 
connexion with Jehoram and the family of Ahab 
would sotgect him, also, to the fury of Jehu, has- 
tened away in his chariot, but he was soon over- 
taken and^slain. This event took place in less 
than a year from the time of his accession to the 
throne. Jehu then entered the city, and when he 
came to the royal palace, Jezebel, haviiig paint- 
ed her face and ornamented her head, looked 
out at an upper window, and reininded him of 
the fate of Zimri who slew his master. He paid 
no attention, however, to her looks or her words, 
but discovering that some of the servants in the 
house were on his side, he ordered them to 
throw her down. This command was instantly 
obeyed, and her blood was sprinkled on the wdfi 
and on the horses. He, afterwards, told some 
of his men to go and bury the body, but they 
found nothing but the skull and the feet and the 



paling of the hands, 'than the Bredictionsot 
Elijah, the man of God, were verified, and SQd 
was the end of this wicked woman. In a por- 
tion of that vineyard that her husband covetoi, 
and which she obtained by the murder of a 
righteous man, her flesh was devoured by degs, 

LESSONXLIV. 

While Jehu remained at Jezreel,he wrote toi 
the elders at Samaria, where were seventy of 
the sons of Ahab, directing them to select ooe 
of the best of these, and to place him on tbe 
throne. The eiders, however, suspected tbi3 
to be an artifice to sound their inclinations, and, 
therefore, returned for answer, that the j wGHid 
take no measures in regard to the successioo 
which might interfere witn his claims, but tbat 
the^ would render him all the assistance in 
their power. He, then, gave them orders to put 
the sods of Ahab to death, with which they rea- 
dily complied, and sent him the heads 6f the 
whole seventy. Jehu proceeded in the work of 
extermination and destroyed all the relations 
and friends and priests of the house of Ahib, 
who were in Jezreel, after which he departed 
for Samaria. On his way thither, he met with s 
large company of the brethren of Ahaziah, the 
late king of Judah, all of whom he caused to be 
slain. When he arrived at the capttafof Isnel, 
he slew all that remained to Ahab in that citj. 
He, then, under pretence of offering a sacrifice 
to Baal, collected together all the priests uhI 
worshippers of that idol, and eighty men of d^ 
termined valour, whom he^ad appointed for 
the purpose, fell upon them and smote then 
with the edge of the sword, so that not one es- 
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caped. He, also, broke down tbe imager and 
the statue, and desolated the house of Baal. 
But, notwithstanding this extraordinary zeal on 
thepart of Jehu, he suffered the golden calves 
which had been placed in Dan and Bethel to 
remain, and both practised himself, and counte*' 
Danced in his subjects, the sins of Jeroboam, the 
son of Nebat. In this, he provoked the displeas- 
ure of the Almighty ; but, for his fidefity m ex- 
tirpating the family of Ahab and destroying the 
servants of Baal, he received an assurance that 
big children to the fourth generation should sit 
upon the throne. He reigned in Samaria twen- 
ty eight years, at the expiration of which he died, 
and was succeeded by his son Jehoahaz. 

When Athaliah, the daughter of Ahab, and 
widow of Jehoram, king of J udah, heard of the 
death of her son Ahaziah, she determined to put 
an end to the succession in the family of David, 
t>y destroying all his descendants who could of- 
fer any claim to the throne. But while she was 
carrying her cruel purposes into effect, Joash, 
9ne of Sie sons of Ahaziah, was stolen away by 
bis aunt, who concealed him in tier own house 
for six years, during which time the government 
was in the hands of Athaliah. When Joa&h waa^ 
^ven years old, Jehoida, the high priest, resolv- 
ed upon an attempt to restore him to the throne 
sf his ancestors. The event proved successful, 
^od Athaliah was slain in the contest Joash 
commenced his administration, under Jehoida, 
the high priest, in the seyenth year of J«hu» 
king of Israel, and until the death of his in- 
structor, he did that which was right in the 
sight of the Lord. In his reign, regulations were 
adopted to defray the expense ofrepairing the 
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bouse of Ibe Lord. These consisted io caaung 
a chest, with a hole in the lid ofit, to be made 
and placed by the altar, and directing the peo- 
ple»\vhen they came into the temple, to deposit 
therein their contributions. The mone^, at 
•uitaUe seasons, was taken out by the priests 
and applied to the purposes for which it was in- 
tended* Joash, in the latter part of his reign, 
was involved in a war with Hazael, king of Syr- 
ia, and, to induce him to make peace, he present- 
ed him with the vessels and treasures which had 
been dedicated by his ancestors to the service 
of God. This, with his other offences, subjected 
him to the divine indignation, and he was, after 
having been on the throne forty years^ slain by 
two of his ^rvants who conspired against hiic, 
and Amaziah, his son, reigned in his stead. 

Jehoahaz, king of Israel, began to reign in 
the twenty thira year of Joash, and continued 
seventeen years. He was a wicked ruler, and 
the Lord delivered him into the hands of the 
king of Syria, by whom he was greatly oppress- 
ed. His death tookn>lace soon after that of the 
king of Judah, and Jehoasli, his son reigned in 
his stead. The latter sat upon the throne six- 
teen years* at the expiration of which he died, 
and was succeeded by his son Jeroboam. A 
short time previous to this, the death of the 
proi^et Eiisha took place, and he was buried in 
a sepulchre. Soon after, the body of another 
tnan was laid in the same place, and upon touch- 
ing the bones of the [prophet, it revived and 
arose. 

Amaziah was made king of Judah in the se- 
cond year of Jehoash, king of Israel, and reign- 
ed twenty nine years* doing that which was 
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right 1q <he sight of the tord^ One of his firrt 
acts was to avenge the death of his father, whose 
murderers he caused to be slaia. He was after- 
wards imprudentlj involved in a war with the 
king of Israel^ in which the latter was success- 
ful, and took Amaziah captive, and brake down 
the walls of the royal citj, and plundered the 
house of God of its treasures. \t length, Ama- 
xiah was slain in a conspiracy, and his son Aza- 
riah succeeded him. being, at the time, but six- 
teen years old. 

Jeroboam, the son of Jehoash, the kin^ of Is- 
rael, began to reign in the fifteenth year of Ama- 
ziah, and he reigned forty two years in Samaria« 
His character was similar to that of his prede- 
cessors, bat for the sake of his people, the Lord 
^ve him victory over his enemies. He died in 
Samaria and was buried with his fathers, and his 
aon Zachariah reigned in his stead. 

The reign of Azariah. king of Judah, who 
was, also, called, Uzziah, commenced in the 
twenty sevefith year of Jeroboam, add continu- 
ed fifty two years in Jerusalem. In general* 
his conduct was upright before the Lord ; but 
as he did not destroy the hizh places where sac- 
rifice was oflfercd to idols. Tie was severely af- 
fiicted with the leprosy, as a punishment, and 
theeovernment was placed in the Bands of hi|i 
son Jfotham, who succeeded him. 

Zachariah, the son of Jeroboam, was advancer 
ed to the throne of Israel, in the thirty eighth 
year of Azariah, king of Judah, and, after 9^ 
short reiga of six months, was slain byShallum^ 
who succeeded him in the sovereisntjr, and^ thus 
terminated the succession in the family of Jeha. 
%iUum maintained the juiwer wiiieh he had 
IS, 
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usurped only one roontli, at the end of which he 
liras put to death bj Menahem, who took pos< 
session of his throne and reigned ten years. 
The latter died in the fiftieth year of Azariah, 
king of Judab, having previously become tribu- 
tary to the Assyrians, and Pekahiah, his soo, 
reigned in his stead. Pekahiah was slain witin 
in two years from his advancement to the 
throne, by Pekah, one of his captains, who suc- 
ceeded him, and reigned over Israel twenty 
years. 

LESS^XLV. 

Jotham, the son of Azariah, commenced his 
feign about the same time with Pekah, and gov- 
erned the house of Judah sixteen years afterthe 
death of his father. In the days of Pekah, the 
Assyrians made war upon Israel and carried 
away captive great numbers of the people. At 
length, he was slain, in a conspiracy, bj Ho- 
shea, the son of El ah, who reigned in his stead. 
Jotham was succeeded by his son Ahaz, whose 
reia;ii commenced in the seventeenth year of Pc- 
kah, and continued sixteen years. He did that 
which was evil in the sight of God, offering sac- 
rifices unto idols, and purchasing the favour of 
the Assyrians with the treasures of the house of 
the Lond. His death, at length, took place ia 
Jei usalem, and he was succeeded bj his son 
Hez^kiah. 

Hoshea, the son of Elah, began to reign over 
Israel in the twelfth year of Ahaz, king of Ju- 
dah, and became subgect to the king of Assyria. 
He neglected, however, to pay his tribute, in 
consequence of which, he was taken by the con- 
queror, and bound in prison. The inhabitants 
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of thelatrd were carried away into foreign coun- 
tries and dispersed. Such was the end of the 
ten tribes that revolted from Rehoboaoi, the son 
of Solomon, and the government was never again 
restored to Israel. The king of Assyria repeo- 
pled the country with his heathen subjects, who, 
having received instruction from a native priiest, 
combined thtjir idolatries with the observances 
of the Mosaic law. This was the origin of the 
Samaritans, who, afterwards, built a temple up- 
on Mount Gerizim, and were always at variance 
with the house of Judah. . 

Six years before the desolation of Israel, 
Hezekiah, the son of Ahaz, began to reign in 
Jerusalem ; and, instead of walking in the steps 
of his father, he was distinguished for his piety 
and uprightness above all that had preceded him. 
In consequence of his virtues he was blessed 
and prospered, and smote the Philistines, and 
threw off the yoke of the king of Assyria, to 
which his predecessor had subjected the nation. 
At the expiration of fourteen years, however, 
in order to prevent the invasion of Sennacherib, 
the Assyrian monarch, and the effects of a bat- 
tle, he agreed to pay him tribute, and made him 
considerable presents from the treasures of the 
temple. But the Assyrians, instead of with- 
drawing their forces, laid siege to Jerusalem, 
and summoned the inhabitants to surrender. 
Hezekiah was greatly afflicted at this circum- 
stance and implored deliverance, of the Lord. 
Soon after, he received a message fronj the pro- 
phet Isaiah, directing him not to be discouraged, 
for that divine assistance was at hand. In the 
mean time the troops of the kin^ of Assyria had 
attacked an army ot the Ethiopians, and, having 
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gained a complete victory, were prepacitig to 
execute the orders of their sovereign in the over- 
throw of Jerusalem. Bat the an<i;el of the Lton) 
came down into their host, in the watches of the 
nighty and smote no less than one hundred and 
eighty five thousand, men. This so terrified 
Sennacherib, that he immediately hastened back 
to Nineveh, where he was slain by two of his 
sons while be was engaged in the worship of bis 
idols. 

While Hezekiah was exposed to the attacb 
of the Ass^^rians, he was taken sick, Und the 

? prophet Isaiah was sent to him with a message 
rom the Lord, directing him to prepare for in- 
mediate death. But, upon his fervent entreaties, 
it pleased God to restore him to health, and to 
give him the promise that his life should be con- 
tinued fifteen years longer, confirming the same 
by a sign, ^ in which the shadow returned ten 
decrees upon the sun dial of Ahaz. 

Hezekiah, soon after his recovery, received a 
visit from certain messengers of the king of 
Babylon, to whom be shewed all the treasures 
of his palace and dominions^ He was, th«n, in- 
formed by the prophet Isaiah, that the day was 
at hand when every thing that he possessed 
should be taken and carried away to Babylon* 
At the expiration of the fifteen years which were 
added to the life of Hezekiah, he died, having 
reigned over Judah twenty nine years, and was 
succeeded by his son Manasseh, who proved an 
exceedingly corrupt and idolatrous prince. His 
abominations and his cruelties were such that 
the Lord threatened the entire desolation of his 
kingdom. He was only twelve years old when 
h^ began his reign, and continued upon the 
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he died, and was succeeded by his son Amon. 
The latter reigned but two years, imitating the 
vices add serving the idols of bis father. He 
was slain by his servants, and Josiah, his son, 
reigned in his stead. 

Josiah was eieht years old when he came to 
the throne, andlie reignod in Jerusalem thirty 
one years, doing that which was right and well 
pleasing in the sight of the Lord. In the eigh- 
teenth year of his reign, he directed the money 
which had been contributed in the chest that 
was provided by Jehoida, under the admioistra* 
tion of Joash, to be applied to the repairs of the 
house of the Lord. At this time, a copy of the 
book of the law was found by Hilkiah, the high 
priest, in the temple, and delivered to Shaphan, 
the scribe, who brought and read it to the king. 
Josiah was much alarmed when he found how far 
the nation had departed from the commandments 
of God, and he caused the priests and prophets 
of the Lord to make intercession for him, and 
for his people. The decree of Jehovah had, how- 
ever, gone torth, and there was no way of avert- 
ing its execution. Yet, in consequence of the 
piety and zeal of Josiah, he was assured that the 
evil which had been denounced should not take 
place until after his death. He then caused the 
words of the law to be read in the ears of all 
the inhabitants of Jerusalem, both small and 
grftat; after which, he proceeded to the work 
of a thorough reformation, destroying, both iii 
Judahand in Israiel, every thing that appertain- 
ed to idolatry, the houses, the images, the groves; 
the attars and the priests of Baal, and extermi- 
iiating all the transgressors from the land. 
15* 
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When he had thus done every thin^ in his pow- 
er to restore tne worship of the true God, he as- 
sembled the people at Jerusalem for the purpose 
of keeping the passover. In the observance of 
this festival, an exact conformity to the law 
was manifested^ and there had been no such so- 
lemnity in the celebration of the passover since 
the days of Samuel the prophet. 

lessonTxlvi. 

Soon after the celebration of the passover, 
Josiah engaged in a battle virith the army of Pha- 
raoh Necho, king of Egypt, which was marched 
through the land, without his consent, to the at- 
tack of a city belonging to the Babylonians, oi 
the banks of the Euphrates. In this contest, he 
lost his life, being slain by the archers at Me- 
giddo, from whence he was carried up to Jemsa- 
lem and baried in his own sepulchre. He was 
succeeded by Jehoahaz, his son, whom the peo- 
ple made king; but Pharaoh Necho caused Eiia- 
kim, another son of Josiah, whose name he 
changed to Jehoiakim, to be placed ufion tlie 
throne, after which he carried Jehoahaz awaj 
into Egypt where he died, having reigned in Je- 
rusalem only three months. The government 
was administered by Jehoiakim eleven years, a 
part of which time he paid tribute to Pharaoh, 
which he raised by a tax upon the people. Ee 
died in Jerusalem, and was succeeded by his 
son Jehoiachin^ called,^ also, Jeconias and CoDi- 
ah. Previous to this, Nebuchadnezzar, king of 
Babylon, had subdued the E^jrptians and inyad- 
led the land of Judah. Jehoiakim submitted to 
his authority for three years, and then rebelled. 
T^ a short time after the death of file latter^ 
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Nebochadneezar retorned with his forces to Je* 
rusalem» and, having made himself master of 
the city, he plundered the temple of its treas- 
ures, and carried J^hoiachin to Babylon, where 
he confined him in prison. He then placed 
Mattaniah, the uncle of Jeboiachin, on the 
throne, and changed his name to Zedekiah. 

Zedekiah, at first, engaged to remain in sub- 
jection to the king of Babjion, but after the de- 
parture of the latter with his army, he revolted. 
In the ninth year of bis reign, however, he re* 
ceived another visit from Nebuchadnezzar, who 
after a siege of two years, again took possession 
of Jerusalem. He, then, ordered the cit^ to be 
set en fire; and the splendid and magnificent 
temple, which Solomon had built, with tiie royal 
palace and all the houses, were consumed. The 
walls of the place were levelled to the ground, 
and Zedekiah, after witnessing the death of his 
sons, and having his eyes put out, was bound in 
fetters and carried away captive to Babylon, 
where he died in prison. The inhabitants of 
Judea were, also, caused to accompany their 
king into the land of their conquerors, where 
they remained seventy years, until the over- 
throw of the Babylonish monarchy by the Per* 
sians. Upon the decease of Nebuchadnezzar, 
bfs son and successor. Evil merodach, released 
Jehoiachin the former king of Judah from pris- 
on, after he had been confined thirty seven years, 
and treated him with great kindness during the 
remainder of his life. 

The two books of Chronicles may be consid- 
ered as a kind of supplement to the preceding 
histories. They contain a great variety of gen- 
eali^oal taUes, beginning with Adam, with a 
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eircnrasfkntial account of the twelve tribee, 
n^hich must have been highlj valoed by the 
Jews after their return from captivity. The de- 
scendants of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and David, 
in whose line it was predicted that the Saviour 
of the world should be born, are marked with 
great accuracy and precision. The historical 
part of the Chronicles commences with the tenth 
chapter of the first book, in which the death of 
Saul and his sous is related, and is continued in 
regular order through the reign of David and his 
successors to the time of the Babylonish captiv* 
ity. Some things are recorded which do not 
appear in either of the books of Kings, among 
which arothe particular arrangements of David 
in regard to the building of the temple ; his re^i;- 
ulations respecting the priests and Levites ; his 
appointment of musicians for the public services 
of religion ; the psalm which he composed upon 
the occasion of bringing the ark to Jerusalem ; 
the offerings of his princes for the house of God ; 
the instructions of Jehosapbat to his judges ; his 
fast, his prayer, and his victories; the nature of 
• the disease which caused the death of Jehoram, 
the kin^of Judah ; the offencie of Uzziab, or Az- 
ariah, in invading the priest's office, for vrhich 
be was struck with the leprosy ; the captivity 
and repentance of Manasseh, and the great la- 
mentations which were made at the death of 
Josiah, king of Judah. It is sufficient here thud 
to allude to these particulars, as they cannot 
fail of being discovered by the pious and atten- 
tive reader. 
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REMARKS. 

1. The two books of Kings, with those c^ 
Chronicles, were, probably, compiled by EzrA 
from the records which were regularly kept, 
both in Jerustftem ami Samaria, of all public 
transactions. They comprehend a period of 
four hundred and twenty six years, from the 
death of David to the overthrow of Jerusalem by 
Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon. 

2. The sons of the prophets, several times 
mentioned in the books of the kings, were per- 
sons who composed certain schools which were 
established at an early period in the Jewish his- 
tory, where, under the direction of suitable in- 
structors, they lived a retired life, spending their 
time in study, meditation, and reading the law 
of God. They were occasionally favoured with 
divine revelations, and tlie people resorted to 
them for advice and consolation. These schools 
continued until the Babylonish captivity, after 
which they were succeeded by synagogues. 

3. Syria, the kings of which were often at war 
with the Israelites, was a country which lay ta 
the north of Judea, though originally including 
it, extending westerly to the Mediterranean sea. 
It was divided into three parts, ?^yria, properly 
80 called, extending to Mount Libanus on the 
south ; Coele Syria, including Damascus and 
its territories, and Syria of Palestine, the latter 
comprehending Phenicia and a part of the coun- 
try of the Philistines. Phenicia lay along the 
sea coast, and its principal city was Tyre, the 
residence of Hiram, the friend of Solomon. 

4. Jezreel was a celebrated cit^, at some dis- 
tance from Samaria, within the inheritance of 
Issachar. Here Ahab had a palace, adjoining 
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which was a vineyard belonging to Naboth. Thig 
he wickedly obtained, and in a part of it which 
lay next to the palace court, Jezebel was eaten 
by the dogs. 

5. It is said that, by order of Jeiiu, seventy 
of the sons of Ahab were put to death. We arc 
not, however to suppose that they were his im- 
mediate children, but hisdescendants generally. 

6. It is a question with the learned, what be^ 
came of the ten tribes who were carried away 
captive by the Assyrians. Various conjectures 
have been formed respecting their desceodant^^ 
but the probability is, that many of those who 
were removed were subsequently destroyed, 
and that the remainder, who continued in their 
own country, were afterwards incorporated with 
the house of Judah. The great council of the 
Jewish nation, was composed of some from all 
the tribes, and it appears, that in the time of the 
apostles, the descendants of the original familieg 
were in Palestine and the adjacent countries. 

7. It appears, from the thirty third chapter of 
the second book of Chronicles, that Manasseh, 
the son of Hezekiah, who was distinguished for 
his wickedness, was taken captive and carried 
to Babylon, where he became convinced of the 
enormity of his crimes, and manifesled the 
deepest contrition and repentance. He was 
then restored to his kingdom, and in the latter 
part of his reign engaged zealously in the ser- 
vice of the God of his father. 

8. The Assyrians were the descendants 
of Ashur, the son of Shem, and I inhabited the 
country east of the Euphrates,* extending be- 
yond the Tigris. Their empii^e is thought to 
have been the most ancient in the east, being 

i 
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founded bj Nimrod, who built Nineveh^ which 
was situated upoo the west side of the river Ti- 
gris, and became one of the most celebrated 
cities to the world. The Assyrian empire it 
called the first that was universal, and almost 
the whole of Asia was subject to its kings for 
the Ion? period of thirteen hundred years. But 
upon the death of Sardanapalus, who burned 
himself in his palace, the kingdom was dissolv- 
ed and there arose two monarchies in its stead, 
the one founded bj Arbaces, who is known in 
Scripture by the name of Ti^lath Pileser, and 
the other by Nabonassar or Baladan. The gov- 
ernment of the former included Media and that 
of the latter, Chaldea. These provinces were 
at length united Under Esarhaddon, the son of 
Sennacherib, who continued upon the throne 
thirteen years. It was in his reign that the 
l^ingdom of Israel was destroyed, and the ten 
tribes dispersed. Nebuchadnezzar king of Baby- 
lon, destroyed Nineveh, the former capital, and 
from his time Babylon became the sole metropolis 
of the Assyrian empire. This famous city was 
built upon the Euphrates which ran through the 
centre of it. It was distinguished for its walls, 
which were three hundred and fifty feet in height, 
^j^hty seven feet in thickness and extended 
<^isty miles around the city. The splendor of 
^he place was, also, heightened by the magnifi- 
cent temple of Bel us, the royal palace, and the 
ranging gardens. But notwithstanding its beau- 
^J and its glory, its was at length taken in the 
'■eign of BeUhazzar, by Cyrus, the general of 
the Persian army, who turned the current of the 
1*1 ver, and thus gave his soldiers a free entrance 
■^to the midst of the city. In the conquest of 
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llabylon, ended the Ghaldeaa empire which hail 
continued tv/o hundred and nine years from the 
reign of Nabonassar or Baladan, who founded 
it This event took place just fifty jrears after 
the deetruction of Jerusalem. The king of Per- 
sia with whom Cyrus was joined in government, 
and whose nephew he wa», is called in Scrip- 
ture Darius the Mede, and in profane history^ 
Cyaxares. But upon the death of the latter, 
which happened in two years after the taking of 
Babylon, Cyrus took upon him the whole gov- 
ernment of the empire, and thus commenced the 
second universal dominion under the Persians. 

9. The two great rivers, Euphrates and Ti- 
gris, have their source in Armenia and run a 
southerly direction into the Persian gulf. 

10 It has been supposed by some, that the 
destruction of the Assyrian army under Senna- 
cherib was caused by one of those pestilential 
winds which frequently traverse eastern coun- 
tries, and prove instantly fatal both to man and 
to beast. There is one, in particular, called 
Samiel, which always carries death in its pro- 
gress ; and, from the figurative language of the 
Scriptures, this might well be termed an angel 
of the Lord, for the efemeats are his ministers, 
^im<l storms and whirlwiods accomplish his will. 

\i. There is, in the history of the kines of 
Israel and Judah, some difficulty in reconciling 
the accounts of the commen<!%otent and length 
of their respective reigns. But it is owing to 
tlie circumstance, that some of the kings began 
to reign tiefore the death of their pre^cessors 
and in conjunction with them. The mode of 
computation was, also, different from that which 
now prevails; for if a fitnMk was advanced iff 
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the throne in the lagt month of the jear, and 
died during the first month of the succeeding 
year, he was said to have reigned two years. 

IB. The destruction of Jerusalem took place 
about five hundred and 'sixtjr years before Christ ; 
four hundred and sixty eight years from the 
Gommencement of the reign er David ; three 
hundred and eighty eight years after the revolt 
of the ten tribes under Jeroboam, and one hun* 
dred and thirty four years from the captivity of 
Israel. 

13. The foHowins are the names of the res- 
pective kings of Jttdah and Israel. 

Judah. Israel. 

1. Rehoboam 17 years 1. Jeroboam 



2. Abijam 3 

3. Asa 41 

4. JehosaphatS5 

5. Jehoram 8 

6. Ahaziah I 

7. Joash 40 

8. Amaziah 29 

9. Azariah 52 

10. Jotham 16 

11. Ahaz 16 

12. Hezekiah 29 

13. Manasseh ^S 

14. Amon 2 

15. Josiah 31 

16. Jehoahaz 3 mo, 

17. Jehoiakim 11 years 

18. Jehoiachin 3 mo. 

19. Zedekiah 1 1 years 



2. Nadab 

3. Baasha 

4. Elah 
5< Zimri 
Q. Omri 

7. Ahab 

8. Ahaziah 

9. Jehoram 

10. Jehu 

11. Jehoahaz 

12. Jehoash 

13. Jeroboam 

14. Zachariah 

15. Shallum 

16. Menahem 

17. Pekahiah 

18. Pekah 

19. Hoshea 



22 years 

2 
24 

2 

7 days 
12 years 
22 

2 
12 
28 
17 
16 
41 

6 mo. 

Ido. 
10 years 

2 



The kings of hrael were generally distin* 
guished for their wickedness, but among those 
of Judah were some excellent meq. 
16 
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LESSON XLVIL 

Th% captivity of the Jews continued for tbc 
period of seventy yearsi at the expiration of 
wbichy Cyrus, the Persian* who had subdaed the 
Babylonians and taken possession of their coun- 
try, issued a decree, giving liberty to all who 
were disposed, to return to Jerusalem and re- 
build the city and temple. At the same time, 
be brought forth the treasures which had been 
taken from the house of the Lord, by Nebuchad- 
nezzar, and delivered them into the hands of 
the children of Judah. Upon this, a great num- 
ber of the captives, under the command of Ze- 
rubbabel, departed for their native land. When 
they arrived at Jerusalem, they set up the altar 
of the Lord, and offered sacrifices thereon; and, 
in the second year after their return, they laid 
the foundation of the temple, which caused 
great rejoicing on the part of some, while others, 
who had seen the first house in its glory, went 
Immediately upon the commencement of the 
work, the adversaries of Judah and Benjamin, 
who dwelt in the cities of Samaria, being the 
descendants of those foreigners to whom the 
king of Assyria had given the country of whick 
he dispossessed the ten tribes, came forward, 
and, declaring their reverence for the God of Is- 
riiel, desired the privilege of being admitted to 
assist the Jews in their undertaking. Their re- 
quest was, however, refused, and in consequence 
of this, they adopted every measure, by secret 
artifice and open opposition, to put a stop to the 
building. They wrote to the kings of jPersia, 
. who governed in Bat>y|on, stating, that the Jews 
were a turbulent and rebellious people, and that 
if they were permitted to prosecute their la- 
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boars, it wonM be greatly to the disadvantage 
of the royal revenue. To these cotnplaints, Ar- 
taxerxes listened, and finding from his records 
that the history of the Israelitish nation confirm" 
ed, in some measure, the representation which 
the Samaritans had made of their character, he 
gave orders that the work of the temple should 
cease, and, accordingly, nothing more was done 
upon it until the second year of the reign of his 
successor, Barius. At this time, the prophets 
Haggai and Zechariah encouraged the Jews to 
renew their labours, but their enemies again en- 
deavoured to frustrate their designs, ana to this 
end, they sent letters to the Persian monarch. 
Daritis, However, having discovered the decree 
of Cyi*us, authorized the Jews to procieed with 
their work. He, also. Wrote to trieir adversa- 
ries, not only forbidding them to interfere in its 
prevention, but requiring them to assist, with 
money and provision, in order' to hasten its ac> 
compiishmeut * The hands of the people were 
thereby strengthened; and, animated^ by the 
words of their prophets, they applied themselves 
with extraordinary zeal to their work, and in 
the sixth year of Darius the temple was com* 
pleted and dedicated with great joy and thankee 
giving. The priests and Levi tes were then ar- 
ranged in their proper courses, according to 
their respective offices, and every thing was 
placed in order for the diie celebration of th^ 
worshipofGod, agreeably to the in^itutions of 
Moses. After this, the passover was kept with 
great solemnity and devotica. 

In the seventh year of Artaxerxes, the succes- 
sor of Darius, a certain distinguished priest, by 
the name of £zra« asked psrniission ot the king 
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io return to Jerusalem vrith as many of his coan- 
trymen as were wilUng to accompany him. 
This request was readily granted, and he was, 
also, commissioned to take with him whatever 
he should think necessary for hia journey and 
the service of the temple. Having made doe 
preparations, and expressed his gratitude to God 
for inclining the heart of the king so much in 
his favour, he left Babylon, with a company of 
one thousand four hundred and ninety six Jews, 
of all orders and stations. After a journey of 
four months, in the course of which a fast was 
observed by the river Ahava, Ezra and his com- 
panions arrived at Jerusalem, wh^re be deliver* 
ed the treasures which he had brought to the 
priests, and gave the1(ing*s commission to the 
proper officers, who, in obedieqce to the same, 
supplied what things were necessary for the use 
of the house of God. 

. Soon after the arrival of Ezra, a complaint 
was made to him, that many of the people of Is- 
rael, together with the priests and Levitea had 
transgressed the divine law by intermarriaees 
with the idolatrous inhabitants of the land. This 
information greatly afflicted Ezra, who mani- 
fested his sorrow by rending his garments, fall- 
ing upon his knees, and pouring out his soul in 
humble confession and earnest supplication. 
The people were deeply affected at this trans- 
action, and shewed, by their tears, the sense 
which they entertained of their transeressions. 
They, then, consented to put away their strange 
^ives, and submitted to all the directions of Ez- 
ra, who. from the death of Zerubbabel until the 
twentieth year of Artaxerxes, administered the 
government, in both civil and ecclesiastical af- 
Cairv. 
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REMARKS. 

1 . Ezra, tKe author of the book which beatft 
his name, wasof the sacerdotal family and a di- 
rect descendant from Aaron. In a part of his 
work, he used the Chaldaic language, with which 
the people were, probably, as familiar as with 
their own Hebrew tongue. 

S. From the dedication of tiie temple to the 
departure of Ezra from Babylon, there was an 
interval of about Mty eight years, during which 
nothing is related of the Jews except thai they 
formeif forbidden alliances witli the Gentiles. 

3. Ezra is supposed to have collected and ar- 
ranged the scriptures down to his own time. He 
corrected the errors which had crept into the 
sacred writings ; he added, by divine inspira- 
tion, what appeared necessary for illustrating, 
connecting or completing them, and he changed 
the old names of places which had become obso- 
lete. 

4. Isaiah prophesied of Cyrus, and his com- 
mission to the Jews to rebuild the city and tenft- 
ple, two hundred years befol*e his birth. 

5. Cyrus was succeeded on the throiiie of Per- 
sia by Cambyses, who is called in Ezril, Ahasn- 
erus. Cambyses was followed by Smerdis, an 
usatper. Who is called Artaxerxes, and by whom 
the Jews were interrupted in their work. To 
him succeeded Darius Hystaspes who renewed 
the decree of Cyrus. Darius was followed by 
his son SLerxes, and the latter by Artaxerxes 
Loneimanus, who in the book of Esther is call- 
ed Ahasuerus, and in the seventh year of whose 
reign Ezra went up to Jerusalem. 

6.^ The second temple was in some important 

particulars, inferior to the first, and it was prob^ 

■na* 
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<ab)y owing to the deficiency that the old people 
vept when the foundation was laid. The great 
glory of the temple of Solomon, consisting in 
the ark of the covenant and the mercy seat ; the 
Shechinah or divine presence ; the Urim and 
Tbaromiro; the holy fire upo^ the altar, and 
the spirit of prophecy, were wanting in the lat- 
ter house. ^ 

LESSONXLVIII. 

In the twentieth year of king Artaxerxes, or 
as he is, also, called Ahasuerus, the govern- 
ment of die Jews passed from the hands df Bzra 
into those of Nehemiah. This man was a captivt 
at Sbushan, and from his oflSice which was that 
of cup bearer to the king, he had frequeat op- 
portunities of doing acts of benevolence to his 
distressed countrymen. It happened one day, 
that Nehemiah, seeing some people of Jfndah 
who had been at Jerusalem, inquired of tbem 
concerning the situation of his brethren at that 
place. He was told that they were in a deplor- 
able state, for the walls of the city were broken 
down, and its gates burnt, so that the inhabit- 
ants were exposed to the incursions of their ene- 
mies and the contempt of their neighbors. This 
intelligence greatly afflicted Nehemiah, and he 
fasted and prayed, and discovered by the sad- 
ness of his countenance, the sorrow of his heart. 
The king, who observed that his appearance was 
changed, supposed that some private calamity 
bad happened to him, and, accordingly, asked 
him what was the cause of his trouble. He re- 
plied, that it arose from the information which 
he had received in regard to Jerusalem, and re- 
quested leave to go up to the city of his iatbers 



199 

and repair its desolatioRS. This was immedi- 
ateljr graotedy and having received a full com- 
mission to do whatever he desired, with direc« 
tioDs to the governors of the provinces to rend- 
er him all necessary aid, and an order upon the 
keeper of the king^s forest to furnish him with a 
sufficient supply of timber, he proceeded to Je« 
rusalem. In tne evening of the third day after 
his arrival, he went out with a few of his at- 
tendants, to take a view of the walls, which he 
found in the state that had been represented to 
him at Shushan. The next morning he sum- 
mpned an assembly of the rulers of the people, 
aud reminding them of the exposed condition of 
the city, produced his commission from the kins, 
at which thej were greatly rejoiced, and with 
one voice cned out, '*Let us rise up and build.'* 
For the better and more speedy execution of the 
work, he divided the men into several compa- 
nies, and appointed to each its due portion of the 
labour, reserving to him3elf the direction and 
oversight of the whole. The adversaries of Ju- 
dah, who were Sanballat and Tobiah, with the 
Ammonites, the Philistines and the Arabians, 
determined to frustrate the purposes of Nehe- 
iniah, and to this end, came up in great numbers 
to oppose, by force, the rebuilding of the walls. 
But the Jews bad notice of their intentions, and 
taking due measures to defend themselves from 
their assaults persevered in tlieir labours without 
harm. 

At this time, a difficulty occurred among the 
people by reason of the advantage which some 
had taJcenofthe necessities of their countrymen, 
by lending to them upon usury and thus gain- 
ing possession of their lands, their houses AJiA 
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their Tinejards. This might have been follow, 
ed bj the most fatal consequences had not Ne- 
hemiah, with great prudence and firmness, in- 
terposed his authority. On being made acqnaiot- 
ed with what had taken place, he summon^ 
those who had been charged with oppression to 
appear before him, and, after setting forth the 
heinousness of their offence, besou^t them to 
relinquish their usurious practices and to restore 
to their brethren the possessions of which they 
had been deprived. This thej promised to do, 
and thus peace and quietness were restored. 
The example as well as the precept of Nehemi- 
ah was well calculated to make them ashamed 
of their conduct, and to induce them to fidelity 
in the discharge of their obligations ; for, so far 
from being guil tj of any oppression, he yolun- 
tarilj relinquished his claims to the revenue ap- 
propriated to the office of governor, and main* 
tained himself and his household, together with 
a great number of his countrymen at his own 
cjiarge. 

The enemies of Jerusalem, after this, r^ort- 
ed to roanj artifices to put a stop to the work of 
the Jews, but they failed in alt their attempts, 
and the walls of the city were rebuilt, and the 
gates set up. Nehemiah then caused an enume- 
ration of tiie people to be made according to 
their genealogies, and the whole congreeation 
was found to consist of fortjtwo thousana three 
hundred and sixty persons, besides seyen thou- 
sand three hundred and thirty seven seryants 
and two hundred and forty five singers. 

The Jews being thus far attended with pros- 
perity, in the work of rebuilding their city, a 
large assembly was collected, an4 in the pres- 
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eoce of all tlie peop1e,>£zra read in the book of 
the law from morning until noon» and the Le- 
vltes, his assistants, explained and enforced the 
words which were delivered. The congregation 
was then dismissed, with a direction to return 
to thek- homes and rejoice in the goodness of 
God« After this, the people cekbrated the feast 
of tabernacles seven days, and on each day from 
the first to the last, Ezra read to them from the 
book of the law of God. 

On the twenty fourth day of the same month, 
a solemn fiist was appointed in Jerusalem, and 
the children of Israel separated themselves from 
all strangers, and confessed their sins and the 
iniquities of their fathers. One fourth part of 
the day, they attended to the reading of the law, 
and another fourth part thereof they devoted to 
the worship of the Lord their God in prayer and 
in praise. On this occasion, certain of the Le- 
vites ccmdufcted the services, ^t the close of 
which they made a covenant with the Lord^ that 
they would obey his commandments and observe 
all the institutions which he 6ad appointed. 
This covenant was written, and the princes, the 
priests and the lievites affixed to it their seals. 

Nehemiah, having accomplished the object of 
his mission, returned to the kineat Shushan» 
where he soon heard that the people had broken 
their covenant and relapsed into their old cor- 
ruptions. He, then, with the consent of his 
sovereign, proceeded a second time to Jerusa- 
lem, in order to reform the abuses which had ta- 
ken place during his absence, and which consist- 
ed in a perversion of the use of some parts of 
the temple ; in withholding the portions of the 
Levites; in a violation oithe Sabbath, both by 
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Jew5 and the foreigneVs >vho resorted to Jerusa- 
lem with goods and merchandize, and in inter- 
marnages with the heathen. In putting a stop 
to all these transgressions, the exertions of Ne- 
hemiah were 8U(^cessful, and he purified the tem- 
ple from the pollution of strangers, and appoint- 
ed the priests and' the LeVites their station and 
their support 



REMARKS. 

1. It is evident from the style of this book, 
the first person being constantly used, that Ne- 
hemiah himself was the author of it. He was 
born in Babylon during the captivity, and it has 
been supposed that he was descended from the 
royal family of Judah. 

^ Cyrus and the rest of the Persian kings, 
after the conquest of the Medes, settled their 
royal seat at Shushan, which they made the cap- 
ital of the kin^om. This city was built on the 
banks of the river Ulai, and was a place of great 
renown. 

S. There were four commandments or de- 
crees issued by the kings of Persia in favour o( 
the Jews. The first was granted by Qyrus in 
the commencement of his reign ; the second, by 
Darius about the fourth year of his reign; the 
third, by Artaxerxes to Ezra, in the seventh year 
of his reign, and the fourth, by the same Arta- 
xerxes to Nehemiah, in the twentieth year of his 
reign. 

4. The Medes who are often mentioned in 
connexion with the Persians inhabited a coun- 
try called Media, lying to the north of Persia, 
and extending to the Caspian sea. After the 
dissolution of the Assyrian empire, the Medes 
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maintaiited for a time a separate goveroroent ; 
but it was united with that of the Persians bj 
Cyrus. 

LESSON XLIX. 

During the reign of Abasuerus or Artaxerxes, 
whose dominions extended from India to Ethio* 
pia through an hundred and twenty seven pro- 
vinces, this monarch, in honour, prpbablj, of 
some extraordinary event, appointed a solemn 
rejoicing which continued six montiis, at the 
expiration of which, he made a feast in his own 
palace for all the princes and governors of every 
rank who were subject to him. The queen, al- 
so, prepared an entertainment for the women of 
distinction who were then at Shushan. The 
feast of the king Continued seven days, on the 
last of which, he sent his chamberlains with an 
order to conduct Vashti, his wife, into his pres- 
ence, that he might shew the nobles and the 
people her beauty. This was so inconsistent 
with the customs of the Persians, and, also, so 
dero^tory to the dignity of the queen, that she 
ventured to disobey the royal command. When 
the messengers returned, and reported the re- 
fusal of Vashti, to accompany them, Ahasuerus 
was greatly enraged, and, taking counsel of his 
wise men, he resolved, agreeably to their ad- 
vice, to banish her from his throne and to marry 
some other woman in her stead. 

This determination was soon carried into ef- 
fect, and from among the maidens who were 
assembled at the palace, the king selected for bis 
bride Hadassah, who was, also, called Esther, 
a niece of one of the captive Jews, whose name 
wasMordecai, and by whom she had been edn- 



ga4 

cated. Upon her head the royal diadem vai 
placed, and Ahasoerus celebrated the nnptials 
by makiDg a splendid feast to his princes and 
servants, and by conferring many favours upon 
the people throughout his vast empire. Previ- 
ous to this, Mordecai had given Esther a strict 
charge not to make knownner countnr or kin* 
dred, which she faithfully observed* It ha^ieii- 
ed, soon after her advancement to the throne of 
Persia, that two of the court chamberlains enter* 
ed into a conspiracy to take the life of tiieir 
master, which came to the knowledge of Morde- 
cai, who made it known to the queen, and by her 
itVas communicated to the king. The traitors 
were immediately apprehended, and, on exam- 
ination, being found s:uilty, were both put to 
death. A record of the whole transaction was 
then made, but Mordecai received no reward 
for his fidelity in discovering the plot. * 

Among the favourites of Ahasuerus was one 
by the name of Haman, who was distinguished 
and honoured above all the princes of the realoi, 
and so great was his influence that the servants 
^f the royal palace, whenever they came into 
his presence, bowed and did him reverence. 
Mordecai, however, who sat at the ^te, mani- 
fested towards him no mark of peculiar respect; 
but suffered him to pass and repass without no- 
tice. This contemptuous conduct from a h^ 
enraged and mortified the proud courtier, and 
he at once determined to adopt measures which 
should end in the extermination of all the Is- 
raelites who were tfien in the Persian dominions 
He, accordingly, stated to the king, that them 
were scattered abroad among his subjects, a, 
people whom it would be greatiy for his interm 
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to destroj, at the same tiine requesting that a 
decree might be issued for a general massacre 
of these objects of his resentment, and offering 
to pay a large sum of money towards carrying 
it into effect 

AhasueruSi without much reflectioni and con** 
fiding entirely in the counsels of HaiQiftni readi- 
ly complied with his desire, and letters were im- 
mediately written in the name of the king to 
the governors of the several provinces, ordering | 
them, on a certain day which was named, to 
cause all the Jews, that might be found withia 
their respective territories, to be indiscriminate- 
ly slain. The promulgation of this decree was 
attended with the utmost distress on the part 
of those for whose destruction it was intended, 
and Mordecai and the rest of his countrymen 
clothed themselves with sackcloth and fasted 
and wept. The mourning which thus prevailed 
among the Jews was made known to Esther by 
some of her servants, and she, being unacquaint- 
ed with the cause of it, sent Hatach, one of the 
king's chamberlains, to Mordecai, in order to 
obtain from him information upon the subject. 
The latter related to the messenger all that had 
been done by Haman, and gave him a copjr of 
the decree which had been issued, charging him, 
also, to entreat the queen to use all her influ- 
ence with the king for the safety and deliverance 
of her people. Hatach, then, returned to Est- 
her and told her what had passed, after which 
she directed him to go again to Mordecai, and 
state the impossibility of her doing any thing to 
counteract the execution of the king's decree 
for that DO person was allowed to enter his 
presence without being specially summoned. 
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In repi J, Mordecai sent word to the queen, that 
if the Jews were to be destroyed, she herself, be- 
log one of them, must expect, with all her rela- 
tions, to share the fate of the rest. He moreo- 
Ter, sujggested to her the protNibilitj that God 
had raised her to the throne for the verj pur- 
pose of accomplishing the deliverance of bis 
people. Esther, then, gave orders that a sol- 
emn fast should be held bj the Jews in Shnshan 
in her behalf, and declared her resolution toad- 
dress the king, although at the hazard of her 
life. On the third day, she ventured into the 
presence of Ahasuerus, who graciously received 
her and offered to grant her request, even to the 
one half of his kingdom. But at this time she 
thought proper onlv to invite him and Haman 
to a banquet that she had prepared, and which 
the king and his favourite, accordingly, attend- 
ed. When the entertainment was nearly over, 
the former again asked Esther what was her re- 
quest, repeating his promise that she should be 
gratified in it, even to an equal division of the ' 
empire. She was not yet prepared to disclose | 
the secret, and, therefore, onlv expressed her 
desire, that he, in company with Haman, would 
honour her with a similar visit on the next daj.| 
The distinction which was thus conferred on 
Haman greatly increased his pride ; but» find- ' 
ing on his return from the palace that Mordecai 
was still at the gate, and treated him with bis 
accustomed indifference and disrespect, he was 
filled with indignation and wrath, and when he 
arrived at his house and had told his wife and i 
his friends of the glory of his riches and the 
multitude of his children and the favours of hill 
sovereign, he concluded his speech by expresH-i 
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in^ his tnortifieation in the following words--^ 
"Yet all this availeth me nothine *so long as I 
see Mordecai, the Jew, sitting at tne king's gate." 

LESSON L. 

The wife and friends of Haman, when they 
understood how severely his feelings were 
wounded by the affront which he had received 
from a solitary Jew, advised him to cause a gal- 
lows to be made, and the next morning to ob- 
tain permission from the king to hang Morde- 
cai thereon. This proposition was pleasing to 
Haman and he immediately gave orders tnat 
tliegallows should be erected. 

The night succeeding this transaction, kin|^ 
Ahasuerus was much disturbed, and unable t^ 
sleep. To compose his mind, he directed the 
apnals of his reign to be brought and read to 
him, and in these he found it written, that Mor- 
decai, the Jew, had saved his life from the con- 
spiracy of two of his chamberlains. Me, then, 
inquired what reward Mordecai had received 
for the discovery of the treason, and having as- 
certained that nothing bad beon done for him, 
he asked who waited without. His servants re- 
plied, that Haman stood in the court, who bad 
come thus early to hasten the death of his ene- 
py. The king ordered him to be admitted, and 
immediately upon his entrance, asked him what, 
in his opinion, ought to be done to the maa 
whom his sovereign delighted to honour Ha- 
man, vainly supposing that no one but himself 
could be meant, answered, that the royal favour 
and distinction in regard to such a person should 
be publickly manifested by causing him to be 
<^iothed witii the apparel and placed upon the 
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horse of tjie kins, and in this manner to be con- 
ducted through the streets of the citj bj one of 
the first princes of the empire, who should pro- 
claim before hiro, "Thus shall it be done to the 
man whom the king delighteth to honour.** As 
soon as Haman had given this advice, he was 
ordered, very much, no doubt, to his surprise 
and mortification, to go and do, in everj par- 
ticular as he had said, to Mordecai the Jew, who 
sat at the king's gate. With this command be was 
obliged to comply, and having performed what 
he himself had prescribed, he returned with dis- 
appointment and sorrow to his own house. While 
he was relating this disagreeable affair to his 
famvlj, who expressed thereupon some uneasy 
apprehen3ions> a messenger came to summon 
him to the banquet of the queen, to which he had 
the day before been invited. When the king 
and Haman were seated at the entertainment 
the former again asked Esther what was her re- 
quest, and repeated the promise which he had 
before made. She, then, told him fully what 
had been done in relation to her people, and who 
was the author of the deed, and supplicated the 
mercy of the kin^ u|)on herself and her coun- 
trymen. The king, in anger, retired into the 
garden, but soon returned, and finding that Ha- 
man had fallen upon the bed where Esther was, 
he expressed, in the strongest manner* his dis- 
pleasure. Upon this, Haman was instantly tar 
ten, and at the suggestion of the chaaiberlain 
who had seen the gallows standing in the court 
of his palace, he was ordered to be hanged 
thereon, which sentence was speedily carried 
into execution. 
After the death of Haman, Mordecai wns ad- 
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vaaced to great honour and distinction before 
the king, and he was directed to write» in the 
name of the sovereign, to all the rulers of the 
provinces and to the Jews, giving permission to 
the latter to stand together for their lives, and 
to defend themselves asainst anj assaults that 
might be made upon them by virtue of the de- 
cree which had been passed at the instance of 
Haman. In the contest which took place on 
the thirteenth day of the month Adar, whiph 
was the time that had been set for the massacre 
of the Jews, there were slain bv the latter seven- 
ty five thousand of their enemies in the different 
provinces of Persia ; and on that and the suc- 
ceeding day ei^ht hundred more were killed in 
Shushan. In addition to these, they hansed the 
ten sons of Haman upon the gallows, and all his 
possessions were ^ven to Mordecai. A great 
festival was then instituted, which was ever af- 
ter observed by the Jews in commemoration of 
their deliverance from the machinations of Ha- 
inan. This was called Purim, or the feast of 
Jots, and is, to the present time, kept on the 
fourteenth and fifteenth days of the twelfth 
month in the Hebrew calendar. Mordecai con- 
tinued in great credit with the king and queen, 
and 80 directed public affiiirs,that liis brethren 
vrho were in Persia, lived happy and prosperous 
during the whole course of hii administration. 



REMARKS. 

1. There is mueli uncertainty in regard to 

the author of the book of Esther. It has been 

ascribed to Ezra, tO' Mordecai, to Jetchim, and 

to the joint labours of the great synagogue, and 

17* 
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it is impossible to decide which of these opin- 
ions is the most probable* 

2. It has not been fully agreed by learned 
men that the Ahasuerus who married Esther 
was the same person from ^hom Ezra and Ne- 
hemiah received their commissions. Yet the 
proof that such was the fact seems sufficiently 
satisfactory. 

d« The events related in this book are gener- 
ally placed about four hundred and fifty years 
before Christ 

4. The order which had been givea for the 
destruction of the Jews was not annulled by a 
subsequent decree, as the laws of the Medes and 
Persians were irrevocable. All that could be 
done was to give them permission to defend 
themselves and to slay their enemies. 

5. The regular course of Jewish history is not 
continued in the old testament beyond the booliL 
of Esther From the time of Cyrus» tli^ Jews 
remained in their own country, suliject to the 
I^ersians, for about two hundred yeans, until the 
reien of Darius Codomannus, who was conquer- 
ed oy Alexander the great. The Persiaii Em- 
pire then gave way to the Grecian ;. but upon the 
death of Alexander, bis dominions were divided 
among his captains, and Egypt, Syria, and other 
provinces became independent governments. 
The affairs of the Jews were managed by their 
hj^h priests, and grand council which consisted 
ofseventy two members. This was called the 
Sanhedrim, and its session was in Jerusalem. 
There were, besides. Sanhedrims of twenty 
three persons in every city. Judea was fice- 
quently subdued and oppressed by the JSsyp- 
tian and Syrian kings, until the Romans gaSed 
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the agcendaDCj over the world, when it was 
placed under their protection and became a 
tributary province. From that time its rulers 
took the title of kings. About thirteen years be-* 
fore the birth of Jesus Christy the temple was 
entirely rebuilt by Herod the great, who thereby 
intended to reconcile to himself the affections 
of the Jews, and, also, to erect a monument of 
lasting honour to his name. This work was 
finished in nine years and an half, and dedicat- 
ed with great rejoicings. From the time of its 
commencement to the first passover of Christ's 
personal ministry, had been ibrtv six years, and, 
during the whole of that time, additions and im* 
provements were continued, so that it wa? just* 
ly said by the Jews,— "Forty and six years hatli 
this temple been in building." About seventy 
years after the birth of Chnst, the Jews rebell- 
ed against their Roman masters, in consequence 
of which an ar/ny was marched against their 
city, and it was wholly overthrown and destrov- 
ed. The inhabitants, who survived the slaug)n- 
ter, were dispersed and scattered abroad through 
the nations of the earth. Then the sceptre en- 
tirely departed from Judah, and the unhappy 
descendants of Jacob have ever since remained 
without a temple, without a priest, and without 
a sacrifice* 

LESSON LI. 
In the arrangement of the scriptures of the 
old testament, the book of Esther is followed 
by that of Job, which receives its name from the 
person whose history and afflictions it relates. 
The residence of Job was in the land of Uz, in 
AraUa« where be was renowned for his wisdom 
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and pieCj, and highly favoured of the Lord. 
He had seven 'sons and three dauehters, and 
abounded in flocks and herds* With this pros- 
peritj, he had, also, the additional happiness of 
seeing hb children live in the strictest bonds of 
mutual affection, and from the example and 
precept of their father, it is probable that they 
faithfully observed the duties of relmon. Sa- 
tan, however, the grand adversary or Ood and 
man, was permitt^ to try thepatieni^e and to 
prove (be integrity of Job, by afflicting him with 
the -heaviest calamities* He had said, that bis 
seeming virtues were the offspring of selfishness, 
and that if he could be deprived of his means of 
enjoyment, he would manifest an entirely dif- 
ferent character. Upon this, a commission was 
given him to dispose as he pleased of all the 
property of Job, but upon the express conditioo> 
that he should not touch his person. Sheitaa 
pleased with this unexpected authority, imme- 
diately withdrew from the presence of the At- 
mishty, into which he had intruded himseift 
and entered, without delay, upon the execution 
of his malignant designs. He stirred up robbers 
who carried off the oxen and the camels of Job, 
and slew the servants who were with them ; be 
occasioned a storm in which the lightning con- 
sumed the sheep and their keepers, and, nnallji 
he raised a whirlwind that overthrew the hoose 
in which the children of Job were all assembM 
to celebrate their annual festival, and they per- 
ished in the ruins. Messengers, in quick suc- 
cession, carried the intelligence of these dread- 
ful events to the good man, who^ iasttad of com- 
plaining or attributing bis calamities to an nn- 
kittd providence, exclaimed with humMe and 
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»)ous resignation, <*The Lord gave, and the liOrd 
lath taken away ; blessed be the name of the 
Lord!" 

The devil was thus foiled in his attempts to 
shake the integrity of Job ; and, upon being 
questioned by the Almighty, he declared that if 
the commission under which he acted had been 
so enlarged as to have given him power over the 
body as well as the possessions of his victim, the 
result would have been far different. He was, 
then, allowed to attack the person of Job, with 
a direction, however, to spare bis life. Assured 
of success, he, accordingly, repaired a second 
time to the object of his revenge, whom he 
smote with sore boils or ulcers from head to 
foot, and who, in order to obtain a little relief 
from his pain, was compelled to sit down in the 
ashes ana to scrape htmself with a potsherd. 
The wife of Job, at this time, manifested her im- 
patience, and called upon him to bid defiance to 
the Almighty, andjiwith resolution, topot an end 
to his life. Her words had no other eflfect than to 
produce from her husband a severe reprimand, 
and an acknowledgement of the goodness of 
God, from whom he had reason to expect judge* 
ments as well as mercies. 

Job, not long after this new calamity, was vis- 
ited by three of his friends* who lived at no 
great distance from him. These were Eliphaz, 
the Temanite, Bildad, the Shuhite,and Zophar, 
the Naamathite. For seven days and seven 
nights, they sat by him on the ground, express* 
ing their sympathy in his sorrows by their sighs 
and their tears without ofiering to speak a word. 
At length, the silence which had prevailed, was 

interrupted by Job, who broke forth in passion- 
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ate complaints a^iiiBttke daj of his birth, witl 
fervent wislltes that he might be delivered froa 
a life of such extreme sorrow and wretchedness. 
After this, a long controversy was carried on by 
him and his friends, in which the latter attribut- 
ed his sufferings to his wickedness and endeav- 
oured to pirevail upon him to make a free ac- 
knowledgement of the offence^ which had pro- 
▼okedthe Almighty to punish him with such ex- 
traordinarv severity. But he vindicated him- 
self from their accusations, and declared that he 
had performed every duty incumbent upon him 
with the utmost constancy and fidelity. 

The subject was, at last, taken ug, and dis- 
cussed bv a fourth person, named Elihu, who 
reproved both Job and his friends for the manner 
in which they had conducted the ailment. He 
blamed the rormer for boasting of his innocence 
and purity, and the latter for charging him with 
crimes of which he had never been suspected. 
At the conclumon of Elihq's discourse, God 
himself was pleased to interpose as a Jad^; 
and in an address, unequalled for its sublimity, 
he so convinced Job of nis weakness and igno« 
ranee, that he humbled himself in the dust be- 
fore kis Maker, and acknowledge his vileness. 
The friends of Job were, then, informed that 
they had been mistaken in their conjectures and 
unjust in their observations, and that, to propi- 
tiate the divine favour, they must go and oner 
certain sacrifices to the Lord. They accord- 
ingly, returned to their respective homes, where 
they did as they had been commanded, and Job 
was restored to all his former prosperity. He 
had again seven sons and three daughters, with 
an overflowing abundance of flocks and herds 
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and moneja and his life was contiQued one 
hundred and forty years from the time of lua 
adversity. 

REMARKS. 

1. The author of this book is unknown, nor 
have we any account of the time in whicli the 
illustrious individual* whose history it recordst 
lived. It is generally supposed to have been 
written previous to the departure of the Israel- 
ites from Egypt This opinion is strengthened 
by the circumstance that there is no allusion to 
that event or to subsequent transactions* in any 
part of the book, while reference is made to sev- 
eral preceding occurrences. 

2. It is thought by some that the book of Job 
does not contain a history of real facts, but that 
it was written by Moses to comfort the Israel- 
ites in their bondage, and to assure them of the 
divine favour and protection. 

3. The sufferings of Job continued, as is su|- 
posed, about twelve months, and the whole term 
•f his life was two hundred and ten years. 

LESSON LIL 

The Psalms of David are so called becau9e h« 
was the author of the greater part, if not of all 
of them. By the ancient Jews they were divided 
into five books, the first, ending with the fortieth 
psalm; the becond. with the seventy first; the 
third, with the eighty eighth; the fourth, with 
the one hundred and fifth, and the fifth, with 
the one hundred and fiftieth. Th6 first four 
books conclude with the words, Amen, Amen : 
and the last with Hallelujah. It is supposed 
that the whole were collected and placed m tbo 
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order in ivhich thejr now stand by Ezra, soon 
ftftei* the return from the Babylonish captivity. 
In the language of Bishop Home, '* the Psalms 
are an epitome of the Bible, adapted to all the 
purposes of devotion. They treat» occasional- 
ly, of the creation of the world, the dispensa- 
tions of providence and the economy of grace; 
the transactions of the patria{y(hs ; the depar- 
ture of the children of Israel from Egypt ; tneir 
Journeying^ througli the wilderness and gubie- 
quent settlement in Canaan ; their law, priest- 
liood and ritual; the exploits of their great men, 
wrought through faith ; their sins and captivi- 

' ties; their repentances and restorations; tite 
sufferings and victories of David ; the peaceful 
and happy reign of Solomon ; the advent of Mes- 
siah with its effects and consequences; hisia- 
carnation, birth, life» passion, death, resurrec- 
tion, ascension, kingdom and priesthood ; the 
effusion of the Spirit ; the rejection of the Jews ; 
the establishment, increase and perpetuity of 
the christian church ; the end of the world ; the 
general judgement; the condemnation of the 
wicked, and the final triumph of the righteous 
with their Lord and Kio^. 

" tTiey are adorned with the figures and set 
off with the graces of poetry ; and poetry it- 
self is designed yet farther to be recommended 

. by the charms of music, thus consecrated to 
the service of God, that so delisht may pre- 
pare the way for improvement, ancf pleasure be- 
come the hanclmaid of wisdom, while everj 
turbulent passion is calmed by sacred melody 
and the evil spirit is still dispossessed by the 
harp of the son of Jesse. That which we read 
as matter of speculation in the other Scriptares 



2ir 

is reduced to practice when w« recite it ia the 
psalms ; in those, repftntance and faith are des- 
cribed, but in these, they are acted ; by a peru- 
sal of the former, we learn how others served 
God, but, by using the latter, we serve hitn our^- 
selves." It may be farther observed, that tiie 
psalms are adapted to all the drcumstances and 
conditions of human life, and, as there is no sin 
which they do not reprove and condemn, so there 
18 no suffering fer which they do not present an 
adequate consolation and remedy. 

There are several psalms whicti are quoted in 
the new testament, and applied b^ our Lord 
and his apostles to matters evangelicaU From 
this circumstance we obtain something of a key 
to their spiritual meaning, and are enabled to 
use them with reference to our christian edifica* 
tion under the gospel dispensation. 

In the eighth psalm, the preeminence of man 
over the rest of creation is apparently set forth, 
but in the fourth chapter of the epistle to the 
Hebrews we are informed that the subject re- 
lates to the supremacy of the Son of Gocf. The 
resurrection of Jesus was preached by St. Peter 
from the sixteenth psalm, and -three thousand 
souls were converted by his discourse. It is 
said in the second book of Samuel, that David 
composed the eighteenth psalm in commemora*> 
tion of his deliverance out of the hands of his 
enemies, and out of the hands of Saul, but St 
Paul, in his epistle to the Romans, adduces it as 
a proof that the Gentiles should glorify God for 
bis mercy through the Saviour, ^he proofs of 
a Supreme Being, derived from the heavens and 
their operations, in the nineteenth psalm, are re*^ 
filrred by the same apostle to the universal etr 
IS 
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tension of the gospels The twenty secoiid 
psalm, Christ appropriated to himself in the 
midst of bis sufferings on the cross. What Da- 
vid says in his own name in the fortieth psalm, 
St« Paul applies to the advent of the Redeemer, 
who came to abolish legal sacrifices, and to do 
away sin by the offering of himself once for all. 
The tender and pathetit complaint uttered by 
David, upon the occasion of AhitophePs reroli 
to Absalom, in the forty first psalm, received its 
fulfilment in the treachery of Judas, the apos- 
tate disciple. A verse of the forty fourth psaitu 
is cited in the epistle to the Romans to prove 
that Christians must necessarily be exposed to 
great sufiferings on accoutit of their blessed Mas- 
ter. The forty fifth psalm^ as we leara from 
the second chapter of the epistle to the Hebrews, , 
celebrates the spiritual union of the church widi 
its divine head. The sixty eighth psalm, which 
seems to speak only of Israeiitish victories ; the 
translation of the ark to Zion.and the services ' 
of the tabernacle, is referred by the apoatle to 
the resurrection and ascension of Christ; to the , 
gifts of the Spirit, and to the establishment and 
enlargement of the church. The sixty*^ ninth, 
seventy eighth and ninety first psalms are ail 
quoted in the gospels as containing predictions 
which were fulfilled in the person of the Messi- 
ah. The ninety fifth psalm is explained at lar;^ 
in the epistle to the Hebrews as relative to the 
trials of christian^ and their final re&t. The om 
hundred and tenth, one hundred and seven- 
teenth, and one hundred and eighteenth j^\ms 
are, also, cited with reference to the exaltation 
and kingdom of Christ, and the subjectioa of 
the Gentiles to bis authority. 
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Thd psalms are rendered in the highest de- 
cree valuable from the instructions which they , 
contain, calculated to direct and confirm us in 
the paths of holiness; from the patterns and 
forms of religious homage and adoration which 
they present for our use ; from the confessions 
and supplications which thej teach us to make 
undeD a sense of our transgressions and our 
danger, and from the sublime thanksgivings in 
which we are guided to suitable ascriptions of 
praise and glorj to the author of all our benefits. 

"If," said the learned and pious Salmasius, 
ia his last moments, **I had another year to live, 
I would spend it in studying the psalms of Da- 
vid.'' And the time thus employed would, no 
doubt, amply have repaid him for the applica- 
tion ; for it is impossible that any one should, 
from right motives, accustom himself to the use 
and cont^nplation of th^e divine hymns, with- 
out having his views enlarged ; his understand- 
ing enlightened ; his affections purified, and in 
this manner becoming more and more prepared 
for an admission into that blessed place where 
every heart as well as voice is continually tuned 
to the praises of God and the Lamb. 



REMARKS. 

1. It has been a subject of controversy wheth- 
er David is not the author of some of the psalms 
to which his name is not prefixed. Those which 
are attributed to Asaph, in particular, it is 
thought might have been only set to music by 
that individual, while the words were written 
by the son of Jesse. 

2, The word Selah, which occurs seventy 
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times in the course of the psalms, denotes, as is 
sijppospd, some musical pause or rest. 

3. Some of the psalms appear to contain im- 
precations upon the enemies of the writer, alto- 
gether at variance with the spirit and the pre- 
cepts of the gospel, But thej are rather to be 
consfliered as predictions of the lyverthrow of 
those who oppose the kingdom of the Redeemer, 
and may be used by his disciples with an appli- 
cation to their spiritual adversaries. 

LESSON LIII. 

The book of Proverbs contains a great Mm- 
ber of excellent sentences which were compos- 
ed by Solomon, the son of David, under the in- 
spiration of the Holy Spirit, and which have 
been preserved for the instruction ofCbristiaDfi 
as well as Jews, in all the concerns and rela- 
tions of life. They treat of the divine wisdom, 
the fear of God and the felicity of man. They 
set forth, in a brief and detached, but impressive 
manner, our duties to our Maker, our neighboor 
and ourselves ; and if the lessons they convej 
were' uniformly observed, righteousness and 
peace would bless the habitations of mortals. 

The book of Proverbs may be considered as 
jregularly divided into live parts, the first of 
which consists of nine chapters in the form of a 
preface, containing n^neral exhortations and 
warnings from a teacher to his pupil. The sec- 
ond part extends from the commencement of 
the tenth to the seventeenth verse of the twenty 
second chapter, and comprehends a great va- 
riety of maxims and precepts, given in short, 
unconnected sentences, and adapted to the in- 
fttraction of youth. la the diird part, which is 
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continued to the end of the twenty fourth chap- 
ter, the pupil is addressed in the second person, 
as being present, and the precepts are delivered 
in a less sententious and more connected style* 
The fourth fmrt reaches from the twenty fifth to 
the twenty ninth chapter inclusive, and consists 
of proverbs which were written by Solomon^ 
and copied out or selected from a greater num- 
ber by certain persons during the reign of Heze- 
kiah, king of Judah. The last two chapters 
compose the fifth part, the former of which con- 
tains the words of Agur, and the latter those of 
king Lemuel. Whether Solomon intended to 
describe himself or scnpe other persons under 
these names, is a point which must be left in 
uncertainty. 

There are, in the' book of Proverbs, many 
beautiful descriptions and personifications; the 
diction is highly polished, and there is a con- 
cise and energetk turn of expression which is 
peculiar to this species of writing. 

In addition to the Proverbs, Solomon compos- 
ed another book which is called Ecclesiastes, or 
the Preacher, setting forth the vanity and insuf- 
ficiency of all human pursuits, expectations and 
enjoyments, and recommending, in the strong- 
est terms, the practice of virtue and piety as all 
that can be substantially and permanently prof- 
itable to man. 

Besides Ecclesiastes, Solomon was, also, the 
author of a beautiful and divine poem, which, 
by way of excellence, is called the Canticles or 
Song of Songs. It was written, as is generaily 
supposed, on the occasion of his marriage with 
the daughter of Pharaoh, and is conducted in the 
ibrm of a dialogue between the bridegfoom and 
18** 
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hla «p(iiise» with occasitmal speeches and con- 
gratulations from their respective attendants 
and others. The Song of Solomon has always 
been receive4by Christians as an inspired alfe* 
gorj, setting forth the union and mutual affec- 
tion of Christ and his church. 

The prophet Isaiah was of the tribe of Jadah, 
and it is supposed that he was descended from 
the royal family. He was the earliest of the 
four great prophets, and entered upon his office 
in the last year of the rei^n of Uzziah, about 
seven hundred and fifty eight years before the 
birth of Jesus Christ. In the first twelve chap- 
ters of his book he treats of several sul:J0ctsm 
relation to the Jews, whom he boldly censures 
and reproves for their ingratitude and re- 
bellion. From the thirteenth to the twenty 
ninth chapter iuclusive, his prophecies r^rd 
the enemies of the Jewish nation and the ten 
tribes that had revolted from (he house of Da- 
vid, upon whom he threatens the severest judge- 
ments. With his denunciations^ however^ are 
interspersed many comfortablepromises of par- 
don and mercy to those who should repent, with 
assurances that they should participate in the 
blessings of that heavenly kingdom which was 
to be established by the promised Messiah. 
From the twenty ninth chapter to the thirty 
sixths he predicts the destruction of Jerusalem 
and the captivity of its inhabitants by the Baby- 
lonlansi with frequent observations concerning 
the transactions which would take place upon 
the j)romulgation of the gospel. In the four iKuc- 
ceediDg chapters he recm^sa part of the history 
nf Hezekiah, king of Judah, his sickness and r^ 
covery, and the tJbstruction af the Assyrian ar- 
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my under Sennacherib. The remainder of the 
}ook describes the advent and oflSce, |he sulFer- 
ngs and exaltation of the Redeemer ; the de* 
liverance of the church prefigured by the resla^ 
ration of the Jews* and the call of the Gentiles. 

The prophecies of Isaiah have such particular 
reference to events connected with the gospel, 
that he has usually been called, the evangelical 
prophet. In the ninth chapter of his predictions, 
the incarnation, birth and offices of the divine 
Eoimanuel are pointed out with remarkable 
clearness; and the fifty third chapter contains 
80 exact an account of the transactions which 
attended the crucifixion, that it seems rather a 
historj than a prophecy. In short, the whole 
book IS highly serviceable to the church of God 
in all ages, for conviction of sin, direction in du- 
ty, and consolation in trouble, and its inspired 
author may justly be considered among the 
greatest of the prophets, whether we contem- 
plate the extent and variety of his predictions ; 
the sublimity of the truths which he reveals; 
the majesty and elegance of his style ; the lofti- 
ness of his metaphors, or the liveliness of his de» 
scriptions. 

According to ancient traction, Isaiah prophe- 
sied sixty years, and was at last put to death in 
the reign of Manasseh, who ordered him to be 
sawB asunder, in the hundredth year of his age. 
St Jerom, one of the early fathers of the chris- 
tian, church, sap> that his writings may be con- 
sidered an abridgement of the holy scriptures, 
a collection of the most uncommon knqwledge 
of which the human mind is capable, emt^^ing 
natural philosophy, morality and divinity. .^ 
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LESSON LIV. 

Jeremiab was of the sacerdotal family, and a ' 
native of AnathotK, a village about three milei I 
from Jerusalem. He was called to the prophet- 
ic office in the reign of Joaiah, king of Judah, 
and continued to exercise it more than forty 
years. He was permitted to remain in Judea 
when his countrymen were carried away cap- | 
tive to Babylon, but he afterwards retired to 
^gJP^ where, as it is said by some, he was 
stoned to death, about five hundred and eighty 
six years before Christ. During the greater 
part of his life, be suffered neglect, indignity 
and persecution from the Jewish nation. 

Tne prophecies of Jeremiah relate to the cap- 
tivity of the Jews ; the fate of Zedekiah ; the 
destruction of Babylon; the downfal of the 
Egyptians, the Philistines, the Moabites, the 
Ammonites, the Edomites, the Syrians, and oth- 
ers; the incarnation and atonement of Christ ; 
the spiritual nature of his religion, and the gen- ' 
eral conversion and final restoration of w}d*s 
ancient people. With these predictions are 
mingled many pathetic lamentations over the 
wickedness and obstinacy of the Jews, and the 
prophet occasionally indulges in the most bitter 
and feeling complaints of the treatment which 
he received from the people whom he warned 
and reproved. Some parts of the book of Jere 
miah are historical, particularly, the twenty 
eighth and thirty second chapters; the chapters 
from the thirty sixth to the forty third inclusive, 
and the fifty second, which is the last chapter 
in the book. 

The Lamentations of Jeremiah werefonaerly 
annexed to bis prophecies, but they now form a 
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separate book. They maj be conndered at a 
und of plaintive elegj, extending through five 
chapters. Iti the first, second, and fourth of 
these, the prophet speaks in his own person and 
t)ewail9 the desolations of Jerusalem, the holy 
city ; in the third chapter he introduces a single 
lew, speaking in the name of his countrymen, 
and describing the punishments inflicted upon 
bim, at the same time expressing his trust and 
hope in the mercy of God, and in the fifth chap- 
ter^ the wbol« nation of the Israelites are repre«» 
sented as pouring forth their complaints and 
supplications io the Almighty. 

It has been supposed by sdme learned men 
that the Lamentations of Jeremiah were com- 
posed on occasion of the death of king Josiah, 
which was an introduction to the fatal catastro- 
phe of the Jewish church and nation. But it is 
more probable that they had immediate reference 
to the.overtbrow of Jerusalem and the Babylon- 
ish captivity. 

Ezekiel prophesied at the same time with Jer- 
emiah, and, like the latter, was descended from 
a family of the priests. He was carried to Baby- 
lon with Jehoiachin, king of Judah, five hundred 
and ninety eight years before the Christian era, 
and was placed upon the banks of the river Che- 
bar, in Mesopotamia, where he was favoured 
with the sublime revelations contained in his 
book. 

The first three chapters of Ezekiel relate the 
glorious appearance of God to the prophet, and 
the solemn appointment of the latter to his of- 
fice, with instructions and encouragements for 
the discharge of it. From the fourth chapter to 
the twenty fourth, inclusive, are described under 
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a variety of visions and similitudes, the calami- 
ties impending over Judea, and the total de- 
struction of the city and temple of Jerusalem. 
From the beginning of the twenty fifth to the 
end of the thirty second chapter, the prophet 
foretels the conquest and overthrow of manj 
cities and nations, particularly, the Ammonites, 
Moabites, Edomites and Philistines, together 
with Tyre and Sidon and Egypt. From the 
thirty second to the fortieth chapter, he inveighs 
against the sins of the Jews and the mdrmur- 
ing spirit of the captives ; Exhorts them to re- 
pentance; assures them of forgiveness and com- 
forts them with the promise of approaching de- 
liverance under Cyrus. The last nine chapters 
contain a remarkable vision of the structure of 
a new temple and a new polity, with a primarj 
application to the return of the Jews to meir na- 
tive land, but ultimately referring te the glory 
and prosperity of the universal church of Christ 
Thers is a degree of obscurity in many parts of 
the book of Ezekiel, which renders it difficult of 
explanation, but this is to be attributed to the 
situation of the prophet and the circumstances 
of the people to whom he was sent. 

LESSON LV. 

Daniel was descended from the kings of Ju- 
dah, and was among the captives who were car- 
ried to Babylon by Nebucnadnezzar, being, at 
this time, about eighteen or twenty years of age. 
He was placed in the court of the king, and wa^ 
afterwards, on account of his extraordinary wis- 
dom, raised to situations of great rank and pow- 
er, both in the empire of Babylon and in that of 
Persia which succeeded. Among the coispan- 



oris of Daniel were three jouug men of diaiin- 
i;uisheci piety, whose names were changed from 
llananiah, Mish^el and Azariah, to Shadrach, 
Vieshech and Abednego. These persons, with 
limself, refused to eat of the portion which was 
daily sent them from the. king's table, upon 
which, at their earnest request, they were fur- 
nished by their attendant with a plain and sim- 
ple food; and such was the nourishment that 
they received from it, that they were fairer in 
countenance, and fatter in flesh than those of 
their brethren who lived upon the provisions of 
the royal palace. 

In the second year of the reign of Nebuchad- 
nezzar, Daniel distinguished himself by the in* 
terpre^tation of a dream which had greatly dis- 
turbed the mind of the king, and which he de- 
clared to be significant of a succession of migh- 
ty empires, ending in the establishment of the 
universal dominion of the God of heaven. 

Some time after this, Nebuchadnezzar caus- 
ed an image of gold, sixty cubits in , height, to 
be erected on the plains of Babylon, and com- 
manded all his subjects of every degree to wor- 
ship it. The order of the king was, however, 
disregarded by Shadrach, Meshech and Abed- 
nego, who refused to incur the guilt of idolatry 
by doing homage to the work of men's hands, 
in consequence of which they were thrown, by 
direction of the monarchy into a furnace of fire. 
But they were miraculously delivered without 
having received any harm from the flames. This 
occurrence convinced the king that there was a 
Being more powerful than himself, to whom 
alone praise and adoration were due, and he 
blessed the GQd of Shadrach and his compan- 
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ioD8 aDd promoted them to greater honours this 
they had ever before enjojed. 

Not long after this event, Nebuchadoezzir 
was again troubled with a dream which neneof 
his ma^cians could explain. He, then, sest 
for Daniel, who gave him the interpretatioB,aQdj 
told him that the Lord, for his pride aDdimpie* 
tj, was about to drive him from the habitations 
of men, and reduce him to a level with the 
beasts of the field. All this, at length, came 
upon him ; for as he was one day surveying his 
buildings and boasting of his glorj»he was Aid- 
denly deprived of his reason, in which coodi- 
tion he continued for seven years, assocIatiD* 
with brutes and eating grass like the oxeo. At 
the expiration of the appointed time, his trnder- 
standing and his power were restored to him, 
and he thankfully acknowledged the justiceaod 
the goodness of the Most High God. 

In the reign of Belshazzar, the grandson of 
Nebuchadnezzar, a great feast was held in the 
royal palace, and the vessels which had been 
taken from the house of the Lord at Jerusalem 
were brought forth and profanely used on the 
occasion. During the entertainment, the dis- 
pleasure of Grod was Remarkably manifested ; for 
while the king and his guests were in the midstef 
their revelry, the former beheld the figure of a 
man's hand upon the wall, which in three words 
wrote the sentence of his condemnation. k\v^ 
ed at this amazing prodigy, & unable to read tw 
mysterious characters, Belshazzar i mmcdiatel] 
sent for his magicians, and commanded them t« 
explain to him the writing. This, however, the] 
were as little qualified to do as himglcW 5 but,al 
length, upon the reoommendatioB «f *• ^ 



queen^ the widdw of Nebuchadnezzar, Daniel 
was summoned to appear, who came in and in- 
terpreted the whole. The words were Mene, 
Tekel, Peres, or Upharsin, and they were thus 
explained by the prophet :«-*' Jtfen^ ; God hath 
numbered tny kingdom and finished it; Tekel; 
thou art weighed in the balances and art found 
\^anting; Peres; thy kingdom is divided and 
given to the Modes and Persians." In the same 
night Belshazzar was slain by the Persians, un- 
der the command of Cyrus, whi», by turning 
the river Euphrates, had made themselves mas- 
ters of the city, and thus ended the Babylonian 
monarchy. The country, then, became subject 
to Cjaxares, who is called in Scripture, Darius 
the Mede. This king, had, from the first, a 
great esteem for Daniel, but the tatter, havins re- 
fused obedience to one of the royal decrees, which 
had been passed at the instigation of some of his 
enemies, was thrown into a den of lions. The 
Almighty, however, appeared for his protection 
and defence ; and when the king visited the 
place the next morning, he found that Daniel 
had remained unhurt. Upon this, he ordered 
bim to come forth, and his enemies to be imme- 
diately cast into the den,- where they were in- 
stantly devoured by the huns^ry and ferocious 
beasts, who had not dared to touch the prophet 
ot the Lord. 

The remainder of the book of Daniel contains 
a series of prophecies which were revealed at 
different times, and in which the Assyrian, Per- 
sian, Grecian and Roman Empires are particu- 
larly described, under appropriate characters ; 
the time of the Messiah's appearance and the 
duration of his ministry are precisely fixed ; mi 
19 
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the restoration of the Jews and the future ti 
umphs of the gospel are distinctlj foretold. 
, This book abounds with the most exalted sen- 
timents of piety and gratitude ; its stjle is 
clear, simple and conQise* and many of its 
prophecies are delivered in terras so plain and 
circumstantial that some unbelievers have as- 
serted, in opposition to the strongest testtmonj, 
that they were written after the events had 
taken place. 



REMARKS. 

1. Daniel is said by Josephus to be the onfj 
prophet who enjoyecl a great share of worldlj 
prosperity. His last vision was in the third 
year of Cyrus, at which time he was ninety 
four years old. It is not probable that he lived 
much longer. 

2. There is nothing said of the conduct of 
Daniel in relation to the ima^e which Nebudiad- 
nezzar set up. But there is no reason to sup- 
pose that he manifested any greater respect for 
it than his countrymen did"^ who were cast into 
the fiery furnace. 

3. The four beasts which Daniel saw, are 
supposed to represent the Assyrian or Babylo- 
nish, the Persian, the Orecian and the Roman 
monarchies. The ten horns of the fourtii beast 
denote the number of kingdoms into which the 
Roman Empire was, at length, divided. By the 
he-goat is meant Alexander the great, who pnt 
an end to the Persian Empire, which is repre 
sented by a ram with two horns, alluding to the 
governments of Persia and Media which wext 
united by Cyrus. The four horns which came 
up m the place of the great horn of ths h^goat 
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ligDifj the division of Alexander's dominibng, 
which took place after his death, among his cap- 
taios, PtoJemj, Cassandcr, Lysimachus and 
Setecus. The little horn which came forth 
rrom one of the four, denotes Antiochus Epiph- 
anes, king of Syria, who grievously oppressed 
the Jews and profaned their temple. The reign 
of antichrist is predicted as coming from the 
fourth beast, and succeeding the ten kingdoms 
which should arise from the Roman Empire. 
This, it is said, would continue for a time and 
times, and the dividing of time, amounting to 
three years and an halt, or twelve hundred and 
sixty days, which, in prophetic language, im- 
plies the same number of years. 

4. The seventy weeks which were to elapse 
from the going forth of the commandment to 
restore and build Jerusalem until th^ death of 
Messiah, are reckoned from the time of Ezra's 
commission in the seventh year of Artaxerxes. 
By seventy weeks, are to be understood four 
hundred and ninety years, each day, according 
to prophetical reckoning, being accounted for a 
year. 

lesson" LVI. 

Hosea, the son of Beert, prophesied in the 
days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah, 
kings of Judah, and in the days of Jeroboam, 
the son of Joash, king of Israel. He was ap- 
pointed to bis office about eight hundred years 
before Christ, and continued in the exercise of 
it sixty years. H is not known of what place 
he was a native, or at what times his^ difi^rent 
prophecies were delivered. He reproves and 
threatens the Israelites for their idolatry amd 



wickedneM, and eaniestlj exhorts them to re- 
pentance, as the only way of averting the di- 
Tine wrath and indignation. He foreteis their 
captivity and dispersion, with the desolations of 
Samaria and Ephraim, and while Judah is com- 
mended for her faithfulness, she is entreated to 
take warning by the calamities of Israel. There 
are some passages in Hosea which are supposed 
to allude to events under the go^l dispensa- 
tion, and to point out the triumphs of the chris- 
tian church. Although there is some obscuritj 
in the style and but little connexion in the ar- 
rangement of these prophecies, yet we have 
abundant reason to admire the force and energj 
of their author^ and the boldness of the figures 
and similitudes that*he uses. 

The age in which the prophet Joel lived h not 
mentione(^ in Scripture, and no particulars of 
his life or death are, known. His predictions 
are principally confined to the kingdom of Ja- 
dah, which he threatens with heavy judeeroents 
on account of the impieties of the people. He 
exhorts; to repentance, fasting and prayer, aj>(t 
promises divine favour to those who are obedi- 
ent. He foreteis the Chaldean invasion under 
the most striking figures; the destruction of Je- 
rusalem ; the conversion and restoration of the 
Jews j the final overthrow of the enemies of 
God, and the glorious state of th^ christian 
church in the end of the world. The style of 
Joel is perspicuous and elegant, and his descrip- 
tions are remarkably animated and poetical. 

Amos was cotemporary with Hosea, and, br 
profession, a herdsman. He declares the exe- 
cution of God's judgements upon the Syrians, 
the Philistines, the inhabitants of Tyre, the 
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Edomites, the Ammonites and thie Moabites. 
He foretels the calamities and the captivity of 
the ten tribes ; threatens desolation upon Judah ; 
laments over the backslidings and corruptions 
of the nation; reprovQS prevailing vices ; pre- 
dicts a famine of hearing the word of the Lord, 
and concludes with the promise of a final and 
glorious restoration in the kingdom of the Re- 
deemer. 

The book of Obadiah consists of only one 
chapter, which is written with great beauty and 
elegance, and points out the utter destruction 
of the Edomites, and the future prosperity of 
the Jews. 

Jonah was the son of Amittai, and is suppos- 
ed by some to be the most ancient of the pro- 
phets. The book which bears his name is chief- 
ly narrative, and commences with an account of 
his being commanded by the Lord tojeo and 
preach against Nineveh, the capital of the As- 
syrian empire. Through fear, he neglected to 
comply with the divine direction, and set sail for 
Tarshish. On his voyage thither, a great tem- 
pest arose, and he was cast by the mariners in- 
to the sea, where he was swallowed by a large 
fish, which on the third day threw him out upon 
the dry ground. He, then, received a second 
commission to go and declare the judgements of 
God against the inhabitants of Nineveh, with 
which he complied, and proclaimed in the 
streets of that immense city, that, unless a gen- 
eral repentance and reformation took place 
within forty days, it should be entirely destroy- 
ei). This alarmed the king and the people, and 
a fast was appointed, in which all, from the 
least to the greatest, put on sackcloth and hum- 
19* 



234 

bkd themselves before God. Their rqienfance 
was accepted, and the execution of the sentence 
which had been pronounced, was, accordinglj, 
suspended. The last chapter of the book give$ 
an account of ihe murmuring of Jonah at this 
instance of divine merc^, and of the gentle and 
condescending manner in which it pleased God 
to reprove the prophet for his unjust eomplaint 
The style of Jonah is simple and clear, and the 
prayer which he uttered- is strongly descriptive 
of the feelings of a pious mind under the severe 
trial of faith. 

Micah prophesied in the days of Jotbam, 
Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah, and was 
cotemporary with Hosea, He was a native of 
Moresthi, a villi^ in the southern part of Jo- 
dea ; and in his predictions, the vengeance of 
God against the reoellious Jews is declared. He 
exhorts them to contrition and reformation ; re- 
proves them for their vices; shews their Jll 
grounded security; declares the; overthrow of 
their enemies, and foretels the coming of Christt 
the establishment and elory of his kingdom, and 
the final extension of mercy to the covenant 
people of God. 

Nahum is supposed to have lived in Galilee 
sometime between the Assyrian and Babylonian 
captivities. His book consists of prophetic de- 
nunciations against Nineveh, whicn are expres- 
sed in the most glowing and sublime language, 
and are introduced by an animated display of 
the attributes of God. 

Nothing is known with certainty of the. tribe 
or birth place of Habakkuk. The time when 
he prophesied is generally placed about six hun- 
dred jears before Christ, and it is believed thatr 



although he wis alive at the destructioa of Je* 
rusalem, he remained, nevertheless, in Judea« 
where he died. He foretels the destruction of 
Jerusalem bj the Chaldeans or Babylonians; 
their deliverance at the appointed time, and the 
overthrow of their oppressors. This book con- 
cludes with a praver or rather hymn, which is, 
perhaps, unrivalled for its united sublimity, sim* 
plicity and piety. 

LESSONLVIL 

2«e|)haniah, the son of Cushi, prophesied in 
the reign of Josiah, about six hundred and thir- 
ty years before Christ. He denounces the judge- 
ments of God against his countrymen, and ex- 
horts them to repentance. He predicts the pun- 
ishment of the Philistines, Moabites, Ammon- 
ites and Ethiopians, and foretels the destruc^ 
tion of Nineveh. He repeats his denunciations 
against Jerusalem, and with his threats mixea 
promises of future favour and prosperity to the 
Jewish nation, whose recal from their dispersion 
would glorify G^od throughout the world. The 
style of Zephaniah, though inferior to that oC 
some of the other prophets, is, notwithstanding, 
poetical, animated and impressive. 

Haggai, was probably born, during the cap- 
tivity, at Babylon, and went up to Jerusalem, 
with Zerubbabel, in. consequence of the decree 
of Cyrus. His prophecies were intended to re- 
prove the people for their neeligence and delay 
m the work of rebuilding the .temple. They 
were, principally, addressed to Zerubbabel, and, 
being by him communicated to the Jews, they 
produced the desired efifect. There are several 
allusions in the book of Haggai to the advent of 
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the Messiah, who is typically represented by 
Zerubbabel, and whose presence in the latter 
temple would render it more glorious than the 
fbriner. 

Zechariah was the son of Barachiah» whose 
father was Iddo, the prophet He, like Haggai, 
was probably born during the captivity* and, 
like him, exhorted the Jews to proceed in the re- 
building of the temple. He promises them the 
aid and protection of God, and assures them of 
the speedy increase and prosperity of their city. 
He emblematically describes the four great em- 
pires ; foretels the ^lory of the church, when 
both Jews and Gentiles should be united under 
their great high priest and governor, Jesu^ 
Christ ; calls the nation to rejoice in view of 
the advent of the Messiah ; sets forth his charac- 
ter, office and death, and points out many par- 
ticulars relative to the extension and influence 
of the gospel. 

Malachi, the last of the prophets, of whose 
lineage and situation nothing is known, reproves 
the Jews for their wickedness, and the priests 
for their negligence. He threatens the disobe- 
dient with the judgenients of God, and promises 
freat rewards to the penitent and the pious, 
[e predicts the coming and the preaching of 
John the Baptist, in the spirit of Elias, and as 
the forerunner of a Saviour who would ebtablish 
a new and an everlasting covenant. It is prob- 
able that this prophecy was delivered daring 
the administration of Nehemiah in Jerusalem, 
about four hundred years before Christ. 
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REMARKS. 

1. The books of the old testament, of whick 
Malachi is the last in order, have always been 
received by the Jews as inspired writings, and, 
as such, held by them in a high degree of esti- 
mation and reverence. It is not supposed, that 
the people, generally, possessed copies of the 
divine law previous to the Babylonish captivitj, 
or that it was publicly read to them. This, 
perhaps, was a principal reason of their contin- 
ual proneness to the idolatries of the heathen* 
After the return from the captivity, Ezra caused 
new regulations to be adopted, and synagogues 
were erected in all parts of the country, in which 
the service consisted of prayers, reading the 
scriptares, and preaching. The synagogues 
were opeiled three days in the week besides the 
Sabbath ; and thus the people became thorough- 
ly instructed in the word of God, and their iool- 
atries were much less frequent than they had 
before been. But, in addition to the holy writ- 
ings, the Jews observed a great variety or tradi- 
tions, which had an unfavourable effect upon 
their morals. They were taught to believe that 
these traditions were delivered to Moses in the 
mount ; that they were of equal authority with 
the written word, and ought to be as sacredly 
obeyed. The book in which the Jewish tradi- 
tions were subsequently collected is called the 
Mishnah. This was made the subject of the 
studies of all the learned men of the nation, and 
the chief of them employed themselves in mak- 
ing commentaries upon it. These commenta- 
ries, which are called Gemara, with the Mish- 
nah, compose the Talmuds, of which there are 
two, one made by the, Jewa in Palestiiie about 
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three hundred years after Christ, and known bj 
the name of the Jerusalem Talmud ; the other 
bj the Je^s of Babylonia in the sixth century, 
and called the Babylonish Talmud. The latter 
is much the highest in the esteem of the Jews, 
the former being but little regarded on account 
of its obscurity. 

The Scriptures of the old testament were 
originally written in Hebrew, with the excep- 
tion of a part of Ezra and Daniel, which was 
composed in the Chaldee. A translation of them 
was maile into the Greek in the time of Ptole- 
my Philadelphus, king of Egypt, about two hun- 
dred and seventy seven years before I'/lirist. The 
ancient historians relate that when this mon- 
arch bad founded the Alexandrian library, he 
employed seventy two distinguished Israelites 
for the purpose of rendering their law into the 
mope common language, and that, as a compen- 
sation for the work, he not only made valuable 
presents to those who had performed it, but al- 
so gave Hberty to more than one hundred thou- 
sand Jewish slaves. This translation is called 
the Septuagint, and was used by our Saviour 
and his apostles, as appears from their quota- 
tions, which are all made from the Greek ver- 
sion and not from the original Hebrew. There 
are translations or rather paraphrases of the old 
testament, made directly from the Hebrew into 
the Chaldee. These are called Targums, the 
most celebrated of which are those by Jonathan 
and Onkelos. 

3 The books of the old testament were ar- 
ranged and the canon of scripture was settled 
bySimi»n, surnamed the Just, who wa« hig^h 
pneat about three hundred years before Christ 
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4. The prophecies of the holy Scriptures fur- 
nish a striking and coDcliisive testimony to their 
truth and dWme origin. The predictions con- 
cerning the descendants of Noah and of Ish- 
inaeU of Esau and of Jacob, and those which re- 
late to the destruction of Jerusalem, of Nineveh^ 
of Babylon, of Tyre and of Egypt, were, in pro- 
cess of time, wonderfully and minutely fulfilled. 
Tho^ too which point ont the advent and th« 
sufferings of the Messiah were all remarkably 
accomplished in the person of Jesus of Nazareth, 
and great force is aaded to the argument which 
they establish from the circumstance that they 
are in the hands of the enemies of the gospel • 

5, The Apocrypha consists of fourteen books 
which are not considered by Protestant Chris- 
tians as inspired writings, nor is it known with 
certainty by whom or at what periods they were 
written. With much that is fictitious and ab- 
surd, they contain many excellent moral pre- 
cepts and sublime descriptions, and some valua- 
ble historical information relative to the state of 
the Jews after their return from the Babylonish 
captivity. They comprehend the first and sec- 
ond books of Esdras, which, in their style, are 
prophetical ; the book of Tobit, which gives a 
pretended history of the individual whose name 
it bears, and who was among the captives that 
the king of Assyria carried away from the land 
of Israel ; an account of a certain woman nam- 
ed Judith, and her exploit in taking the life of 
the chief captain of the Assyrian army, which 
event must have happened, if at any time, during 
the administration of some of the earliest of the 
judges ; a supplement to the book of Esther ; an 
Additional . variety of. precepts and . pcoverbf 
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which are tttributed to Solomon ; the wise max- 
ims' of Jesus the son of Sirach under the title 
of Ecclesiasticus, with two prol<f ues ; the t>ook 
of Baruch, containing pfajers, confessions and 
exhortations which were sent bj the Jews it 
Babylon to their brethren in Jerusalem, and, al- 
so, an epistle of the prophet Jeremiah to bis 
countrymen ; the song of the three Jews who 
were cast into the furnace by order of Nebu- 
chadnezzar; the histories of Susannah and tbe 
overthrow of Bel and . the Dragon, in both of 
which the prophet Daniel is conspicuously in- 
troduced ; the imyer of Manasseh m his captiV 
ity, and the two books of Maccabees, which gin 
a relation of the valour and fame of Judas Mac- 
cabeus and his brethren, who successfully ^^ 
sisted the tyrant Antiochus Epiphanes, king of 
Syria, in his attempts to destroy the Jewish reli- 
gion, and introduce heathenism in its place, and 
who actually profaned the temple by removing 
its consecrated altars and vessels, and setting 
up therein the statues and altars of idol gods.— 
Many of the events recorded in the Maccabees 
are confirmed by other historians, and they must 
have taken place about one hundred and sixty 
years before Christ. The twobooks of the Macoi- 
bees; the Wisdom of Solomon, and Ecclesiasti- 
cus are, by far, the most valuable parts of the 
Apocrypha, and cannot be duly read without 
affording instruction and improvement 
« «—— 

LESSON LVIII. 

The new testament comprehends four 
books, called Grospels, from a Greek word, sig- 
nifying, the annunciation of good news; a his- 
tory ef the acts of the apostles of Jesus Christ 
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rrom the time of the ascension of their master^ 
Juring a period of about thirty years ; twenty 
one epistles written by different persons to 
churches and individuals, and the revelations of 
the Son of God which were made to his beloved 
disciple John. 

The gospel of St. Matthew stands first in the 
collection, which, after giving a genealogy of the 
divine author of our religion from Abraham ta 
David ; from David to the Babylonish captivity, 
and from the Babylonish captivity to the time of 
his advent, through forty two generations, pro- 
ceeds to relate the events connected with his 
birth. His mother Mary was espoused to a roan 
named Joseph, who, having discovered that she 
was with child, was determined to dismiss her 
privately by giving her a writing of divorce, 
which, in certain cases, the Jewish law allowed 
to be done. But while his thoughts were engagr 
ed in a contemplation of the subject, tlie angel 
of God appeared unto him in a dream and told 
him not to be afraid to acknowledge his wife. 
for that she had conceived by the power of the 
Holy Ghost, and was about to become the happy 
parent of the long promised Messiah. This 
communication quieted the apprehensions and 
suspicions of Joseph, who, thereupon, received 
Mary as his wife In process of time she brought 
forth her first born son, in Bethlehem of Judea^ 
while Herod was king over the province, Au- 
gustus Cesar being sovereign of the Roman Em- 
pire. . r ^ 

it happened immediately after this eventjt 
that certain wise men came from the east to Je- 
rusalem, inquiriiig for the residence of him that 
had been born king of the Jews, and stating* that 
20 
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they had seen, in their own land, a star* which 
proclaimed the nativity of such a person, in con- 
sequence of which they were come to worship 
him. This circumstance greatly alarmed Her- 
od, who immediately called a council of the 
principal men of the nation and desired them to 
inform him what place was tpbe honoured with 
the birth 6f the Messiah. He was told that the 
prophets had declared it to be Bethlehem, upoo 
which he sent for the strangers and directed 
them to repair to that city, and, when they had 
discovered the infant, to return and inform him, 
that he, in like manner, might go and pay hom- 
age to the destined ruler of me Jews. This, 
however, was only a pretence, for it was his de- 
termination, instead of worshipping, to destroy 
the babe that might one day wrest the sceptre 
from his family. The wise men, then, departed, 
and were conducted by the miraculous star to 
the place where the young child was. As soon 
as they came into his presence, they prostrated 
themselves in adoration before him, after which 
they presented him with some of the richest 
productions of their country, gold, frankincense 
and myrrh. Having thus accomplished the ob- 
ject of their journey, they intended to return to 
Herod and acquaint him with what they had 
seen, but they were diverted from their purpose 
by a divine communication, and went back to 
their own land by another way. Within a short 
time after the departure of these distinguished 
sages, the angel of the Lord appeared unto Jo- 
seph, and, making known to him the cruel de- 
signs of Herod, directed him to take the mother 
and her son and flee into Egypt. He instantly 
obeyed this command, and, under cover of tl\e 
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tiighty parsued his journey with all possible ex- 
pedition. He, at length, arrived safely in Egypt, 
where he abode until the death of the tyrant. 

Herod, in the mean time, finding that the 
wise men had deceived him, was greatly enrag- 
ed, and resolved, at once, to destroy ail the 
children, from two years old and under, that 
were in Bethlehem and its vicinity, thinking 
that iti this way he should accomplish the de- 
struction of his imaginary rival. But his plans 
were frustrated in regard to the particular ob- 
ject of his natred, although in the execution of 
his murderous decree vast numbers of children 
were slain, and the air was rent with the lamen- 
tations of their distressed and unfortunate moth- 
ers. It was not long, however, before the di- 
vine vengeance overtook the author of this 
dreadful calamity. He was afflicted with an 
uncommon and agonizing disease, which. In a 
short time, put a period to his life. When Jo- 
seph was informed of this event, he returned in- 
to the land of Israel, where his apprehensions 
were excited in regard to the successor of Her- 
od, and being warned of God in a dream, he re- 
tired to a village called Nazareth, situated in 
lower Galilee. 

A little before the time when Jesus was to 
enter upon his public ministry, an extraordina- 
ry person appeared in the wilderness of Judea, 
calling upon the people to repent,and proclaim- 
ing the near approach of the Messiah, who had 
been foretold by the prophets. This was John 
the Baptist, who distinguished himself by the 
coarseness of his clothing, the plainness of his 
food, and the earnestness of his exhortationn and 
reproofs. Great numbers of persons of every 
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eharaeter and description followed him, and 
among the rest, the reputed son of Joseph came 
and expressed a desire to receive his baptism. 
John, at first, endeavoured to dissuade him from 
his purpose, but the blessed Jesus offered 9ucb 
reasons for its accomplishment, that the former 
no longer hesitated, but went down with him in- 
to the water and baptia^d him. When this cer- 
emony was completed, the Spirit of God de- 
scended in the form of a dove and rested upon 
him, and a voice was heard, declariiur, **This is 
roj beloved Son in whom I am well preased."^ 

Christ, having thus received a commission to 
tlie public exercise of his office, retired into the 
wilderness, where he continued in fasting and 
prayer, forty days and forty nights. When 
these were ended, he was assailed by the tempt- 
er, who, by a variety of artifices, endeavoured 
to prevail upon him. to sin against God. His 
exertions, however, proved fruitless, and he 
withdrew from the contest, abashed and defeat- 
ed. The Saviour was then visited by a host of 
angels who ministered to his necessities. 

On hearing of the imprisonment of John, 
which had taken plaoe by the orders of Herod 
Antipas, one of the sons of the former king, Je- 
sus departed to Nazareth, and from thence went 
to Capernaum, a place situated upon the borders 
of the lake Genesaretb. Here he commenced 
his ministry; and, being followed by great 
crowds of people from all parthofthe cooDtry, 
among whom were Peter, Andrew, James and 
John, who had been specially called by him 
from their employments in fishing, he proceeded 
through Galilee, teaching in the synagogues and 
healing the sick and the diseased. 
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LESSON LIX. 

Wh^n Jesus saw the multitudes who had as- 
sembled to hear his doctrine, he went up into a 
mountain ; and» being attended by hisdisciples, 
be defivered to them that most excellent dis- 
course which is called the Sermon on the 
mount. In this, he pronounced blessings upon 
a variety of characters and conditions, and en- 
forced, in a solemn and highly impressive man- 
ner, the duties of religion and morality. He 
particularly condemned hypocrisy, uncharitable 
judgement, oppres^^ion, hatred and variance, os- 
tentation in alms giving, and an immoderate 
anxiety for the things of the present world. He 
taught the importance of regulating our thoughts 
and affections, and pointed out the necessity 
and the beuefits of a constant and zealous en- 
gagedness in those things which relate to our 
spiritual and everlasting welfare. The whole 
discourse was concluded by a striking simili- 
tude, in which he compares the hearer and doer 
of bis words to a man that built his house upon a 
rock, which was thereby secured against the 
wind and the tempest, and the unfaithful and 
disobedient to one that established his building 
on the sand where it was soon overthrown and 
destroyed. 

Upon his descent from the mountain, Jesus 
proceeded on his way to Capernaum, and was 
accosted by a leper whom he healed. After his 
arrival at the city, a certain centurion besought 
his favour in behalf of a servant, who was ^- 
flicted with the palsy, and whom, without visit- 
ing, he restored to health by his almighty pow- 
er. He, then, went into the house of Peter, 
whose mother in law lay sick of a fever; and, 
20* 
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as he touched her hand, the fev^r left her, and 
■he arose and miDistered unto them* At night, 
many were brought to him who were possessed 
with devils,^ ancf he healed them all. in conse- 
quence of the increase of the multitude at Ca- 
pernaum, he gave directions to his disciples to 
^0 over to the other side of the lake, with which 
they complied* He accompanied them in the 
vessel, and, bjr his authority, caused a vio- 
lent storm which arose on their passage to 
cease. 

When they had landed on the opposite shore, 
which was in the country of the Ger^esenes, they 
were met by two demoniacs coming out of a 
burying ground, and manifesting their disorder 
by the most violent and ferocious actions. On 
seeing Jesus, they cried out, under the influ- 
ence of the evil spirits whith were in them, 
*• What have we to do with thee, Jesus, thou Son 
of God ! Art thou come hither to torment us 
before the time?" He, then, rebuked the de- 
vils, and they departed from their victims, and 
entered into a herd of swine that was near the 
place, which immediately ran do wn into the sea 
and perished. The keepers of the swine hast- 
ened into the city and related what had happen- 
ed, and the inhabitants came out and besought 
Jesus to withdraw from their coasts. He, ac- 
cordingly, went into a ship, and, having cross- 
ed the lake, entered again into Capernaum. 
Here, a man sick of a palsy was brougfit to him, 
to whom he graciously declared the forgiveness 
of his sins, and at the same time removed his 
disease. Departing from Capernaum, he saw a 
man, named Matthew, a collector of public 
taxes, sitjliog at the receipt of custom, wha> 
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t the call of the Saviour, immediately arose 
nd followed him. Not long after this, as 
^esus sat at meat in a certain house, many pub- 
icans and persons of low reputation came in 
md placed themselves at the table with him. 
This circamstatice excited the scorn of the Phar- 
sees, and the^ asked the disciples why their 
i^aster associated with sttch people. Jesus 
leard their question, and put them to silence 
>y a convincing; reply. At the same time 
lome of the followers of John the Baptist 
nterrogated him upon the subject of fasting 
nrhich was neglected by his disciples, and to 
hem, also, he gave a suflScient and satisfacto- 
7 answer. While he was engaged in this man- 
ler a certain ruler of the synagogue came and 
besought him to go and heal his daughter -who 
lay at the point of death. The faith which was 
expressed by this man claimed for him the com* 
passion of Christ, who immediately rose and foU 
lowed him. On his way to the house of the ruler, 
he was approached by a woman, who, for twelve 
years, had been diseased, and who, upon touch- 
ing the border of his garment, was instantly 
made whole. When he arrived at the house, he 
was informed that the person io whose behalf 
he had come, was dead ; but he put the people 
out of the room, and, taking the damsel by the 
hand, raised her to life. He, afterwards, gave 
sight to two blind men who followed him with 
cries for mercy and relief. He, also, cast a 
devil out of one who was dumb, and restored 
speech to the sufferer. Thus he went about do- 
ing good, preaching the gospel of the everlast- 
ing kingdom, and healing every sickness and 
disease aoMDg the people^ H is heart was deep* 
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Ijr touched with compassion and pity when he 
beheld the moral and spitit jal desolations whicii 
prevailed, and he called upon his followers to 
)raj fervently to the Lord that he would send 
brth labourers into his harvest 

From among his disciples, Jesus had selected 
twelve, to be near his person,/ and to receive 
his first communications. These were honour- 
ed with the title of apostles, and their names 
were, Simon, also, called Peter; Andrew, his 
brother; James and John, the sons of Zebedcc; 
Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Mat- 
thew, the publican; James the son of Alpheiis; 
Lebbeus, also called Thaddeus or Judas ; Si- 
moo, the Canaanite, and Judas Iscariot, who, at 
last, betrayed him. Having received their ap- 
pointment, the twelve apostles were commis- 
sioned by their divine Master to go forth into 
the more distant parts of Judea and preach the 
gospel. To give the greater success to their la- 
bours, he invested them with a full power to 
heal all diseases, to cast out devils and to raise 
the dead. He gave them instructions relative 
to their behaviour in the places which they 
might visit, at the same time, directing them 
not to enter into the cities of the Gentiles or 
Samaritans, but to confine their ministry to the 
lost sheep of the house of Israel. He told them 
that persecution and suffering, instead of tetn- 
poraf advantage, would be their reward ; bat, 
that they might not be discouraged, he assured 
them of the special care and protection of God, 
and declared that the heaviest judgements 
awaited those who should reject or disregard 
them, while all by whom they were kindly re- 
eeWtd, should inherit the richest blessing. 
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When Jeaus had ended his instructions to the 
apostles, a messaj^e came to him from John the 
Baptist, who was then in prison, desiring him to 
state explicitly whether he was the true Messi- 
ah who had been expected by the Jews, or wheth- 
er they were to look for some other person in 
that character. To the disciples of John, who 
had been sent upon this errand, no other an- 
swer was gi%'en than a direction to inform their 
Master of the miracles which had been wrought 
from which he might infer the truth. Upon this, 
they departed, and Jesus addressed the multi- 
tude around him in relation to the character of 
John, which he highly commended, although he 
declared the superiority of those who were em- 
ployed in the ministry which appertained to his 
Kingdom. . He concluded with a prediction of 
judgements upon those who disregarded his in- 
structions, and an invitation to all to engage in 
his service. 

LESSON LX. 

While Christ was pursuing the benevolent 
objects of his mission, it happened, that, on a 
certain Sabbath day, as he passed through the 
fields, bis disciples, in order to satisfy their hun«- 
ger, gathered and eat of the grain. This transr 
action was noticed and censured by some of 
the Jews, who consider^ it a violation of the 
law of fGod ; but Jesus justified his followers 
from the example of David and the priests in 
the temple, and, also, reproved the accusers for 
their uncharitablenessand hypocrisy. Soon af- 
ter this, he subjected himself to the malice of 
the Pharisees by healing, on the Sabbath day 
in one of their sy nagogaes» a man with a wither- 
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ed hand. Thej were so moch offended with hu 
conduct that they cnme to a resolution to de- 
stroy him ; but he withdrew from the place and 
a great multitude followed him. The sick and 
diseased who attended him he healed of their 
maladies, and charged them that thej should not 
make him known, thus fuIfiHing one of the 
prophecies of Isaiah which described his humii- 
itj and his tender benevolence. Among those 
who were broug;ht to him to be relieved, was a 
blind and dumb man, who was, also, possessed 
of a devil. The kind Redeemer no sooner be- 
held this unfortunate being, than he exercised 
his power for the removal of his sufferings, and, 
having cast out the demon, restored the patient 
to his sight and his speech. When the Phari- 
sees saw this miracle, in order to justifj their 
unbelief, they declared that it had been perform- 
ed through the agency of the prince of darkness. 
Jesus, however, proved to them, by the nost 
conclusive argument, the falsehood and absurdi- 
ty of such a charge, at the same time declaring 
to them, that, although the slanderous words 
which they might speak in relation to himself 
would not, necessarily, place them beyond the 
reach of divine mercy, yet, the blasphemy a- , 
gainst the Holy Ghosf , i>y w^hom his wonderful 
works had been wrought, would never be for- 1 
^Ten, neither in this world nor in that which i 
IS to come. He, then, vindicated the purity of 
his character by the excellence of his deeds, 
and censured, with great severity, the wicked- 
ness of the Pharisees, reminding thero, that for 
all their false and idle declarations, they would 
be compelled to answer in the day of judgement. 
Having concluded his observations upon this 
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subject, he was requested by some that stood by, 
to shew them a sign, whereby he mig;htbe known 
and acknowledged as the Messiah. Instead of 
complying with their desire, he attributed it to 
their depravity, and told them, that io addition 
to what he had done in their sight, no farther 
sign should be given them, except that which 
might be afterwards perceived in a comparison 
of his burial and resurrection with the events 
that once happened to the prophet Jonah, for as 
the latter was three days and three nights in the 
belly of the fish so should the Son of Man be 
three days and three nights in the heart of the 
earth. This declaration he followed with a pre- 
diction of the evil which was about to come up- 
on that generation, and which he pointed out 
under the similitude of the ravages of an unclean 
spirit. 

When our blessed Lord had ended his dis- 
course to the perverse Pharisees, word was 
brought him that his mother and kindred had 
arrived and were desirous of speaking with him» 
whereupon, he turned to his disciples, and» 
stretching out his hand towards them, declared 
that those were his dearest relations who heard 
and practised the word of God. *• For whoso- 
ever,' said he, " shall do the will of my Father 
which is in heaven, the same is my brother and 
sister and tnother.'* 

On the same day, Jesus went and sat by the 
sea side, where he instructed the people by par- 
ables, in the first of which, he compared the 
gospel, in its nature and reception by the worlds 
to seed sown in the ground, which grows up 
and produces fruit according to the quality 
and condition of the soil in which it is deposit- 
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ed. The second parable pointed oat the inter- 
mixture of evil and good, represented uader 
the similitude of tares and wheat In this, Sa- 
tan is made known as the author of sin, and the 
difficulty and presumption of undertaking tc 
discriminate between the righteous and tbe 
wicked are forcibly illustrated. The thirt^ 
parable which was addressed to the people coioj 
pares the gospel in its infant state and fatur^ 
extension to a grain of mustard seed, which,! 
though eixceedingly small in itself, becomes, at 
length, a tree, in the branches of which the birds 
of the air come and lodge. These discourses^ 
after the departure of the multitude, were foi^ 
lowed bj explanations to the twelve aposllesi 
together with the delivery of several other par | 
ables relative to the importance and increase 
of the kingdom of God. These instructions 
being ended, Jesus returned into his own coun- 
try, where the lowliness of his birth and obscQ< 
rity of his parentage, prevented a cordial re 
ception of his doctrines. 

Previous to this time, Herod, the tetrarch 
had caused John the Baptist to be put to death 
Herod had unlawfully married the wife of hi; 
brother Philip, and the prophet had reproved 
him for the deed. Being o&nded at the bo!(i 
ness with which his crime was censured, be or 
dered John to be imprisoned, and he continued 
in confinement for a considerable length of titne 
The tctrarch would have taken away his life 
immediately, had he not feared that such amea 
sure would render him odious in the view ofhii 
aubjects, who accounted John as a person dl 
Tinely inspired. But, at a feast which wa 
kept in honour of his birth day, the dflagbtej 
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)f Herodias so pleased him with her dancing 
hat he prpmised, with an oath, to give her 
whatever she should ask. She, having been in- 
structed by her mother, demanded the head of 
ihe Baptist. Upon this, Herod, with some re- 
luctance, sent an oflScer with a command to be- 
lead John in prison. The orders were soon ex- 
ecuted, and tne head of the prophet was carried 
to the damsel, who delivered it to her mother. 
Thus, this eminent man fell a sacrifice to the 
'esentment of an abandoned woman whom he 
lad offended by his reproofs. The disciples of 
Fohn took his body and buried it, and went and 
old Jesus what had happened, who, thereupon, 
etired into a desert place. When Herod had 
leard of the miracles of Christ, he was greatly 
ilarmed, for his disturbed imagination led him 
;o fear that John had risen from the dead, and 
that his wonderful works would induce the peo- 
ple to rebel against his authority. 



LESSON LXI. 

The next miracle which Jesus performed con- 
sisted in his feeding five thousand men besides 
women and children, with five loaves and two 
imall fishes. Having thus supplied the wants 
3f the people, he dismissed them, and directed 
)is disciples to pass over to the other side of 
the lake, while he himself retired into a moun- 
tain for the exercise of private devotion. In the 
night, a violent storm of wind arose, in the 
midst of which Jesus walked upon the water to 
^e aid of his friends in the bhip, who^were 
greatly alarmed at the danger which threatened 
them. As he approached me vessel, Simon Pe- 
ter attempted to meet him upon the wave8» but 
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beginning to sink, he was upheld, and reproved 
for his want of faith, by his Master. Thej,theD, 
entered the vessel together, and the tempnt 
ceased, upon which the disciples worshippei! 
their deliverer and acknowledged him to be tin 
Son of God. After landing on the opposite shore 
in the country of Gennesaret, many diseased 
persons were brought to him and he healed then 
all. 

Among those who followed the Saviour, to 
hear his doctrioe and behold his miracles, were 
certain Scribes and Pharisees from Jerasaleio 
These persons, being offended with the disci- 
ples on account of their neglect of some of the 
traditions which were observed by theJevs. 
brought their complaints to Jesus, who reprot- 
ed them for their great regard to cereroonieSf 
while they lived in a constant violatioD of the 
moral precepts of the divine law. In his db- 
course, he taught them that the heart rather 
than the hands deserved their attention aoii 
watchfulness, inasmuch as this was the fountaio 
from whence pf^oceeded all wickedness. 

From Gennesaret Jesus proceeded totbe 
coasts of Tyre and Sidon where he healed^ 
young woman who was vexed with adevi'l 
He, then, returned to Galilee, and was follovecf 
^^ by multitudes into a mountain, where he"; 
^x, stored to health and strength, a great nuraberf 
>ick and infirm people. In the same piace^i 
ai3o, supplied the necessities of all his attect 
ants, Amounting to more than four thou8ar^ 
with Severn. loaves anH a few little ishcs, al» I 
which he departed into the coasts ofMagdaivj 
in the coursje of his journeyings, be wasafl 
accosted by the Pharisees, togeth^er with* 



255 

ladducees» and requested to exhibit gome re^ 
larkable and unequivocal sign in proof of his 
uthoritj. He replied to them as he had done 
>n a former occasion, that thej should receive 
10 sign but that of the prophet Jonah, and then, 
laving left them, he warned his disciples against 
heir corruptions. 

. When he was in the coasts of Cesarea Philip* 
)i, he inquired of his followers in regard to the 
>pinioD which was generally entertained of him 
>7 the people. On being told that various senti- 
nents and conjectures prevailed, he asked them 
to make known their thoughts upon the subject 
Simon Peter answered and said, **Thou art the 
Christ, the Son of the living Crod." For this ready 
tnd explicit declaration of his faith, the apos- 
tle received a distinguished blessing* from his 
Lord, and was assured that the cause in which 
he was engaged would ultimately triumph over 
all the opposition of men and devils. 

Having charged his disciples not to publish 
abroad the fact of his being the Messiah, Jesus 
proceeded to inform them that he must go up 
to Jerusalem, where the chief priests and scribes 
would lay violent hands on him, and put him to 
death, but that on the third day he should rise 
again. Peter, upon this, began to rebuke him, 
but he was silenced by his Master, who went on 
to declare the sufferings that must be experienc- 
ed by all v^ho devoted thepfiselves to his service, 
and the certainty of their final reward. 

Six days after this, Jesu« selected three of his 
apostles, Peter, James and John, and went up 
with them into a high mountain, where he was 
transfigured in their presence, and his face did 
shine as the sun, and his raiment was white as 
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the light On this occasion, Mos 
appeared to him, and a voice was 
overshadowing cloud, saying, "Thi 
ed Son in whom I am well pleased ; 
Peter, at first, requested that thr : 
might be made, one for Christ, 
and one for Elias, but such was t 
vision that he and his two compai 
bereft of their senses and lay m* 
ground. When they recover I 
^eroselves alone with Jesus, ' i 
his usual manner, and directed I 
late what they bad seen, to any 
his resurrection from the des 
returned to the other disciples 
tude, with whom they found 
brought his son, that wa$ posse 
to be healed. The disciples 
effect a cure in the absence of j 
without success. This being | 
Jesus, he reproved them for t\ i 
having cast out the evil spirit, ! ^ 
reasons of their failure and mi 
lency tif faith. 

While Jeaus abode in Galil 
his disciples his predictiont. 
death and resurrection* at '" 
did not fit'lv f^'^m**' - 

them, the ^ 
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of the first fish which he should take he would 
find a piece of money sufficient to satisfy the 
claims of the collectors. At this time Christ 
reproved his disciples for the imperfect notions 
which they entertained of the nature of his 
kingdom, and the desires which they had ex- 
pressed for preeminence. He« also, exhorted 
them, for the sake of eternal life, to divest them- 
selves of all evil passions and propensities; in- 
structed them in what manner to treat their of- 
fending brethren; gave them authority in his 
church, and delivered a parable, illustrating the 
duty of forbearance and forgiveness, in reply 
to a question which had been asked by Peter. 
Having finished these sayings, he departed into 
ludea, where he instructed the Pharisees upon 
the subject of divorcement ; pronounced a bless- 
ing upon little children ; convicted a self right- 
eous man of his deficiencies, by directing him to 
sell his posaesisions and give to the poor; de- 
• jjlared the difficulty which would attend the 
-^i^hvatioQ ofsuch as tfuated In riches; promised 
^i inheritance of *^^^^^^tin» life to those who, 
his sake, hac* the enjoyments and 

Bnexlonsoft worlH, and delivered 

nr Jrili^gdom ctf heaven 

^d, at different 
rk in liis vine^ 
jn them equal 
charitableness 
u slice and the 
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events which were aboat to tsike place, inform- 
ing tiiem that his ministry upon earth was ap- 
proaching its close, and that soon after their ar- 
rival in the citj, he should be delivered to the 
Gentiles, who would mock, scourge and crucify 
him, but that, on the third day, he should rise 
from the dead* His apostles, however, had so 
little understanding of these declarations, that 
two of them, James and John, advanced their 
claims to the highest places in the government 
which they supposed he was about to establish. 
He asked them if they were able to drink of bis 
cup and to be baptized with his baptism, -ami 
on their answering in the affirmative, he told 
them that they should, indeed, participate in bis 
sufferings, but that to sit on his right hand and 
on his left in his kingdom, was a blessing which 
could be conferred only by the Father upon 
those for whom it was prepared. The other 
apostles were much offended with the two breth- 
ren in petitioning for favours which intimated 
that their merits were superior to those of their 
companions. From these circumstances, Jesus 
took occasion to enforce the duty of humility, 
and to recommend to his disciples mutual kind- 
ness and good will, without a desire, on the part 
of any, of superiority over the rest. It was dur- 
ing this journey, and at a little distance from 
Jericho, that our blessed Saviour restored sight 
to two blind men who followed him. 

Previous to his entering Jerusalem, Jesus di- 
rected some of his disciples to go into a little 
village near Mount Olivet, and bring to him 
from thence an ass with her colt, and to say to 
any one who should inquire of them why they 
loosed the animals, that the Lord had need of 
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bem. His commanci, lo this particular, being 
bejed, the disciples put their clothes upon the 
Lss, and having placed Jesus thereon, they pro- 
ceeded towards the citj. Great multitudes ac- 
companied them upon this occasion, strewing 
heir garments, together with branches from the 
rees, in the way, and crying, "Hosanna to the 
»on of David ! blessed is he that cometh in the 
lame of the Lord ! hosanna in the highest l** 

When the procession reached the city, the 
nhabitants were greatly moved at the sight, and 
}n asking who it was that was conducted with 
?uch triumph and joy, they were told that it was 
Jesus, the prophet, of Nazareth of Galilee* The 
first thing which Jesus did after this public en- 
trance into the capital of Judea, was to go into 
the temple and, cast out the money changers and 
to overthrow the seats of them that sold doves, 
saying, "it is written, my house shall be called a 
house of prayer, but ye have made it a den of 
thieves." When he had thus manifested his 
zeal for the honour of God^he received the vis- 
its of the blind and the lame, whom he healed 
of their infirmities. From Jerusalem he, occa- 
sionally, made short excursions to a place in the 
neighbourhood, about two miles distant, called 
Betnany, situated at the foot of the Mount of 
Olives, on the way to Jericho. It was on his re- 
turn from one of these, that he cursed a barren 
fig tree, upon which he had looked for fruit, and 
which immediately withered away. 

At Jerusalem, in the porch of the temple, Je- 
sus taught the people, who resorted to him in 
great numbers for instruction and relief. Here 
he silenced the chief priests and elders, who 

3sked him from whence he had received liis au- 
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thoritj; here he condemned the disobedience 
of the Jew8» in parables ; here, in the same man- 
ner, be foretold that he himself was about to be- 
come the victim of their cruelty and to share 
the fate of the prophets who had preceded him, 
and here he declared that the must signal ven- 
geance would be executed upon his murderers, 
from whom the kingdom of God should be tak- 
en and ^ven to a nation that would bring forth 
the fruits of it, and that, thus, the stone, which 
^ the builders rejected, would become the head 

stone of the corner. The chief priests and Phar- 
isees were so much enraged at these discourses 
that thej sought to lay hands on him, but were 
restrained from this violence by a fear of the 
people who reverenced him as a prophet. 

Amons the parables which Jesus put forth in 
the temple was one in which he likened the dis- 
pensation of the gospel to a marriage feast which 
a certain king made for his son, and to which 
many guests were invited, who refused to come, 
and slew the servants who brought them the in- 
vitation. Upon this the king was wroth aad 
sent forth his armies and destroyed the murder- 
ers and burned their city. A message was thea 
convened to the poor and the miserable of everr 
description, who sat in the highways, soliciting 
their attendance at the feast. When these 
were brought into the presence of the kin& s 
man was found among them without a wedding 
garment; who, being unable to give a reason for 
his deficiency, was ordered to be bound, hand 
and foot, and cast into outer darkness. After 
the delivery of this parable, an artful plan was 
contrived by the Pharisees to entangle Jesus in 
bis words in SHch a manner that they might have 
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grouad for an accusation against him. To this 
end^ thej proposed a question to him in regard 
to the payment of tribute, designing thereby to 
draw from him an answer which might prove 
him to be either an enemy to Cesar, or in favour 
of the continued degradation of his own coun< 
trjraen. His reply, however, disappointed their 
expectations, ana they retired from his presence^ 
astonished at his wisdom, and mortified by his 
reproofs. Upon the failure of the Pharisees in 
their stratagems, the Sadducees, who did not 
believe in the immortality of the soul and the 
resurrection of the dead, came to him with a 
question for his decision^ in which they stated 
that a certain woman among them had been, 
successively, the wife of seven brethren, and 
that they were desirous of knowing to which of 
them she would belong in the pretended world 
to come. They, also, were put to silence by his 
answer, and the multitude were filled with ad- 
miration at his doctrine. After this, he was 
tempted by a lawyer, who asked him which was 
the first and great commandment. Jesus replied 
to him, by declaring that the whole moral law was 
comprehended in two particulars, love to God 
and love to man, and that these were equall y ob- 
ligatory and important. 

LESS^\xiII. 

Jesus, having been assailed with many ques* 
tions by those who were desirous of destroying 
him, now, in his turn, interrogated the Pharisees, 
and requested their opinion of the Messiah, sa^jr- 
ing, «Wliat think ye of Christ? whose son is 
her" They readily replied, "The son of David." 
He, then, desired them to reconcile their opin«- 
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ion with the declamtion of the Psalmist, in 
which he eyidently speaks of the Messiah* and 
calls him his Lord. This they were unable to 
do, and from that time no man durst ask him 
aoj more questions, with a design to ensnare 
him. 

While Jesus continued in Jerusalem, he ad- 
dressed his disciples and the multitude upon a 
variety of sulgects. He directed them to ob- 
serve the precepts of those who sat in Moses* 
seat, but not to imitate their example : He ex- 
horted them to humility and self abasement: 
He denounced the heaviest woes against the 
Scribes and Pharisees for their self righteous- 
ness, insincerity and cruelty; and he uttered 
the most pathetic lamentations over their devot- 
ed city. This, he declared to his disciples, as 
they were admirtn^ the magnificence of the tem- 
ple, should be entirely destroyed, and of that 
superb edifice, not one stone should be left up- 
on another. He, then, pointed out the sudden- 
ness of the desolation which would come upon 
Jerusalem, enforcing the igiportance of a prepa- 
ration for the event, and extending the views of 
his hearers, from the predicted overthrow of 
the city and temple, to the final coming of the 
Son of Man in the clouds of heaven, and all the 
solemnities of the last judgement. To impress 
the subject more deeply upon their minds, and 
to render his discourse more profitable in the 
regulation of their lives, he illustrated the trans- 
actions of which he had been speaking by para- 
bles, likening the kingdom of heaven to ten vi^ 
gins who were called upon to attend a marriage 
feast, from which five of them were, at last, ex- 
eluded, in consequence of not having their lamps 
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replenished with oil when the bridegroom enter- 
ed into his house; and, also, to an unequal dis- 
tribution of talents to several servants, whose 
reward was proportioned to the respective im- 
provement of what they had received. These 
parables were followed bj a sublime descrip- 
tion of the appearance of the Redeemer in his 
glory ; the character and the blessedness of his 
friends; the ill grounded confidence, the defi- 
ciencies and the punishment of his enemies. 

While Jesus was upon one of his visits to 
Bethany, he was invited to eat in the house of 
Simon, a leper, a man whom he had probably 
healed. As they were seated at the table, a wo- 
man came behind him and poured a quantity of 
precious ointment upon his head. This was 
condemned by some of his disciples as an un- 
necessary waste of what might have been appro- 
priated to the benefit of the poor ; but Jesqs 
commended the act and declared it to be pre- 
paratory to his burial, at the same time, assuring 
all who were present that it should be publishc^d 
in honour of the woman, wherever his gospel 
should be preached. 

The enemies of Christ, having been unable to^ 
apprehend him while he was employed in his 
public teachings, at length assembled at the 
house of Caiaphas, the hign priest, and consult- 
ed upon the manner in which his person might 
be brought into their hands. At this time, or 
soon after, Judas Iscariot, one of the twelve 
apostles, went to the chief priests and agreed 
to deliver him up to them for thirty pieces of 
silver. Two days from this time, Jesus cele- 
brated the passover with his apostles and insti- 
tuted a sacrament in commemoration of himself. 
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with a strict injunction upon his followers to ob- 
serve it During this festival, he told his apos- 
tles that one of them was about to betray hiio, 
and intimated to them which of the number it 
would be. When the supper was ended he took 
Peter and James and John, and went with them 
into a garden called Gethsemane, where he ex- 
perienced a most bitter agony of soul, and pray- 
ed to his Father that the cup of his sorrows 
might pass from him, expressing, however, an 
entire resignation to the will o? God. In the 
mean time, his companions had fallen into a 
deep sleep, but he roused them with notice of 
the approach of his enemies ; and while he jet 
spake, a large company from the chief priests 
and elders, with Judas at their head, rushed Id 
upon his retirement. He was then taken, with- 
out resistance, and carried to the palace of the 
high priest, where Peter, who had been the most 
zealous in his cause and defence, denied him 
with oaths and curses. Here, too, he vf^s ques- 
tioned and reviled, mocked, spit upon and buf- 
feted by his enemies ; but he bore his sufferings 
patiently, and was led like a lamb to the slaugh- 
ter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb 
so he opened not his mouth. The next morning 
he was bound by the Jews and sent to Pontius 
Pilate, the Roman Governor. Pilate, having 
heard the charges which were brought against 
him, and the evidence in their support, was dis- 
posed to release hira as an innocent man. Bat 
the clamours of an incensed populace prevailed 
over his better judgement ; and, notwithstand- 
ing the remonstrances of his wife who bad suf- 
fered many things in a dream on account of the 
prisoner, he gave liberty to a murderer, and or 
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■pon the cross. Jesus was then stripped and 
scourged by the soldiers, who pot upon him a 
scarl^ robe and a crown of thorns, after which, 
they led him away and crucified him between 
two thieyes, at a place called Golgotha, on 
Mount Calvary, at a little distance from the 
city. 

Judas, in the mean time, who had betrayed his 
master, repented of his crime, and, dirowing 
down the money which he bad received from 
the Jews, and declaring that he had sold inno- 
eent blood, went away and hanged himself. The 
Potter's field was purchased with the thirty 
pieces of silver, as a burial ground for strangers. 

lessoiTlxiv. 

An inscription was placed by order of the 
governor, upon the cross of our blessed Saviour, 
in the following words, written in Greek, Latin 
and Hebrew ; — ** This is Jesus the king of the 
Jews." About the sixth hour of the day, an un- 
common darkness pervaded the land and con- 
tinued until the ninth hour, when the suffering 
Emmanuel cried out, " My God, My God, why 
hast thou forsaken me P* Some, who were pre- 
sent, not understanding what he said, supposed 
that he called for Elias, and one of them filled 
a spunge with vinegar, and putting it on a reed, 
presented it to him to drink. Upon this, he cried 
again with a loud voice and immediately expir- 
ed. The vail of the temple, which was drawn 
before the holy of holies, was then rent in twain ; 
an earthquake shook the ground ; the rocks were 
severed ; the graves yielded up their dead, and 
the saints who arose Went mto the holy city and 
59 
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appeared udto many. These remarkable oc- 
currences Indaced the centurion mi others who 
Were watching the body of Jeaus to exclain, 
•* Trot?, this was the Son of God!** Among 
those that stood bj the cross were several wo* 
men who had attended the Diinistrj of Jesas. 

On the evening of the same, daj* a certain 
rich man of Arimathea, named Joseph, . went to 
Pilate and tn^ged the body of his Lord. This 
was ordered to be given him, and be buried it 
in his own new sepiuchre, at the door irf* wliicli 
the Jews, bv jiermission of the governor, placed 
a guard ot soldiers, lest the disciples dioaM 
come by night, and steal him away» and say 
unto the people, '* He is risen from the dead.' 

Early on the morning of the third day after 
the crucifiiLion, Mary Magdslenci with another 
woman, came to view im sepulchre. At the 
entrance, they perceived an angel of the liord 
whose countenance was like Hshtmns and hit 
raiment as white as snow, before wbom the 
keepers had fallen to the ground, and lay with- 
out sense or motion, vvhen the women ap- 
proached, he bade tbem dismiss their fears, for 
the person whom they sought was not there, but 
was risen, as he had predicted. He then di- 
rected them, aifter they had looked at the place 
where the Lord lay, to return immediately to 
his apostles and friends and inform them of bis 
resurrection. On their way, Jesus himself ap- 
peared to them, and received their homage. He 
commanded them, also, to hasten to Ms breth- 
ren and tell them to go into Galileo uriiere he 
would meet with them. 

In the mean time, the soldiers who had been 
placed to guard the sepulchre returned mt» 
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. the eity and related to the chief brietits all that 
had taken place* The latter, after a conMlta-' 
tion with the elders upon the sobject, bribed with 
Bionejy the secretj of the soldierg, directing 
them to say, that the disciples of Jesus had 
stolen away his bo^y while they were asleep. 
This was, accordingly, reported among the Jews 
and generally believed. 

Jesus» afterwards, appeared to his eleven 
apostles upon a mountain in Galilee, where he 
commissioned them to go and preach the gospel 
to all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father, and the Son, and the Holy Ghost. giv« 
ing them, i^t the same time, a promise that he 
would be with then even to the end of the 
world. 

BEMARKS. 
t. Matthew, the son of Alphens, who is, also, 
called Levi, was a Galilean by birth, a Jew by 
religion, and a publican by profession. Ete 
wrote his gospel, as ia supposed, in the Hebrew 
or Syriac langoage, about eight years after (he 
resurrection of his Master. The general opin- 
ion both of ancteifts said modems is, that he 
preached and suAtred martyrdom in Ethiopia. 

2. The Ghristtan era, commencing with the 
birth of the Saviour, is reckoned from the year 
of the creation four thousand and four. 

3. Bethlehem, the place where Jesus Christ 
was bom, is situated on the declivity of a hill, 
six miles from Jerttsalem. Nazareth, where he 
afterwards abode with his pareats, was a small 
eity of Zebulun in Lower Galilee. Capernaum 
lay on the east borders of the Inkt Genesfir^th, 
or the sea of Galilee. This is a body of water 
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tbottttwehe miles, in length and fiye in breadth, 
through which the river Jordan has its coorae 
towards the dead sea. 

4. Herod the Great, who was king over Jv- 
dea, was a prince rfistingtiished for his cruelty 
and wickedness. In addition to the murder of 
the innocents at Bethlehem, he caused his wife 
and three of his sons to be put to death. He 
died miserahlj, after a reign of aboat thirty 
seven years. His son Hero^ Aotipas^ inherit- 
ed only a third part of the province, and was 
therefore called, the tetrarch. 

5. The wise men who visited the in&at Sav- 
iour were, probably, of the sect of the Persian 
Magi. Their number, ddioogh not stated, is 
generally fixed at three. Some of the aneieati 
suppose that they were kings. It is more prob- 
able that they were only philosophers who had 
demoted themselves to moral uid religioos stnd- 
ies, and were, in a degree, illaminated by the 
Spirit of God. 

6. The Pharisees, a sect among the Jews, re- 
markable for their strict atteotion to the out- 
ward ceremonies and traditions of their religion, 
and, also, for their selEshness and h^ocrisy, re- 
ceived their name from a word signifying divis- 
ion or separation. They were very numerous 
and in great crecUt wkh the people, on aocooat 
of their learning and apparent sanctity. The 
Sadduceee, another seet of the Jews, were the 
disciples of one Sadoc. They denied the exist* 
ence of angels and spirits, and the doctrine of a 
future resurrection. There was another Jewish 
sect, called Bssenes, who were distinguished for 
their habits of austerity, self denial and raortii- 
eation. 
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7. The {NibiicaQg were coHectors of the pub- 
lic taxes which were paid ia tribute to the Ro** 
man GoTernment, to whteh Judea, was subject 
Their profession among the Jews, was excessive- 
ly odious and disreputaSle, and thejwere in 
geoeraly men of abandoned characters. 

S. The kingdom of Grod, in the new testa- 
ment* most commonlj signifies the church of 
Christ or the gospel dispensation. 

9* The per^ns who were expelled b^ Christ 
from the temple were those who sold animals to 
the people for saerificesy and, also, enabled the 
poor to purchase, bj loans, in making which thejr 
were gutltj of great impositions and oppressions* 
and were thus justly entitled to the name of 
thieves and robbers. 

IQ. The parable of the marriage feast denotes 
the rejection of the Saviour by the Jews, and the 
subseauent destt'uetion of their city and tem- 
ple; the extension of the covenant of grace to 
the Gentiles, and the diversity of character in 
christian professors ; the benevolence of God to 
man, discovered in the system of redemption 
through Chridt, and the final condemnation and 
punishment of those who wilfully neglect to 
comply with its terms. 

11. Christ commenced his ministry in the 
thirtieth ;^ear of his age, and continued in the ex- 
ercise of it for about three years. 

less^Tlxv. 

The gospel of St. Mark contains an abridged 
relation of most of the principal events which 
are recorded by Matthew. The eenealogy and 
birth of Christ ; the massacre of the infants at 
Bethlehem, and the sermon on the mount are 
22* 
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dilates apon several facta which are concisely 
stated by Matthew, and notices a varietj of dr* 
cumstaoces that are Dot found in an j other gos- 
pel. The mest important of these are the cores 
of a deaf nan who had an impediment in his 
speech and of a blind person who was bronght 
to Jesus at Betbsaida, a particular aceouat of 
which is giyen at the close of the seventh and 
in the middle of the eighth chapters. 

The gospel of Mark commences with a history 
of the ministry of John the Baptist, and endi 
with the commission which was given by oar 
blessed Saviour to his apostles, and his asceo* 
iHon into heaven. In the order of time, his nar- 
ration varies considerably from that of Matthew, 
but which is the most correct in this respect is 
a matter of some uncertainty. 
- St Luke addressed his ^spel, which follows 
thatofMark, toadistiB|guished christian whom 
he calls Theophilus. iiis object was not only 
to record the life of the Messiah, but to nnppiy 
some things which had been omitted by tbe 
former evanaelists. These consist of the birth 
of John the Baptist, who was the son of Zacbari- 
as, a priest who officiated in the temple, and 
who was informed by an aneel that his wife 
Elizabeth would conceive and bringforth a child, 
who, in the spirit and power of Elias, should 
precede and announce the coming of the Re- 
deemer ; of the joo rney of Joseph and Mar j from 
Nazareth to Bethlehetii, in order to be taxed, 
according to a decree of Augustus Csesar, tbe 
Roman Emperor, together with the circumstancet 
under which Christ was born ; of the vision of 
angels who declared to certain shepherds as 
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they iwrc watching Hhetr Hocks <hat for them ^ 
Savieur had appeared in the world, and that 
they would find him wrapped in swaddling 
clothes and lying in a manger ; of the circum* 
isisioD of Jesus which todc place when he was 
eig|ht days old ; of the testimony which was 
borne to his character and office by Simeon and 
Anna, two aged persons in Jerusalem ; of his 
attending with his parents, the celebration of 
the passover when he was twelve years of age 
and disputing with the doctors in the temple ; 
of the appointment of serentjr disciples ; of the 
parables of the good Samaritan, the prodigal 
son, the unjust steward, the rich man and Laza- 
rus, the atheistical judge, and the publican and 
Pharisee ; of the miraculous cure of a woman, 
who, fjor eighteen years, had been bowed down 
by illness, the cleansing often lepers, the resto- 
ration to life of a widow's son at Nain, the ac«< 
count of Zaccheus who climbed a sycamore tree 
to behold his Lord as he passed by, the pent* 
tence of one of the thieves upon the cross, and 
the particulars of a journey to Bmmaus by two 
of the disciples on the day of the resurrection. 
St Luke has, also, given a genealogy of Jepus 
Christ from Adam down to Joseph, and his gos- 
pel concludes, like that of Mark, with an ac- 
count of the ascension of the risen Saviour. 

St. John was one of the apostles of our blessed 
liord, and received the most distinguished to- 
kens of his love and friendship. He wrote his 
p:ospel, according to the earliest accounts, for 
the purpose of refuting certain heresies whidh 
had crept into the church relative to the person 
of Christ and the creation of the world. There 
h in it, therefore, more of doctrine and less of 
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n vratiTe tfaao in -any of the others. He ehief- 
Ij confines himself to those occamnices which 
had been omitted by the former evaagelists* and 
.whenever he relates what they had mentionod* 
it is with a view to introduce some TalnaUe die- 
course of the Saviour* or to establish some point 
connected with the main scope of his gospel. 
The most important, relations that are given by 
St John alone are those of the blind man in 
the ninth* and the resurrection of Lazams* 
in the eleventh chapters* together with the ac- 
count of the unbelief of Thomas and the conver- 
sation with Peter near the end of the tM>ok. The 
discourses of Christ to his disciples in the four- 
teenth, fifteenth and sixteenth chapters, and his 
prayer in the seventeenth chapter, are^ also, 
nigbly interesting and impressive* 

REM^KS. 
t. St Mark is supposed to have been the dis- 
ciple of the apostle Peter^ who sent him into 
Egypt where he planted a church, with great 
success* in Alei^andria. In this city, he was* at 
length, barbarously murdered by tte idolatrous 
inhabitants. His remains were* afterwards, con* 
veyed to Venice, where they were religiously 
honored, aod he was adopted as the titular saint 
and patron of that state. Luke was a native of 
Antioch in Syria* and by profession a physician. 
He attended Paul through a part of his travels* 
and, at last, suffered martyrdom in Greece. 
John was the brother of James* and peculiarly 
honored with the love of his Master. To him 
tiie dyin^ Saviour committed his mother, and 
she continued with him until her death friiich 
happened about fifteen years after the cracifix- 
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man Emperor, St John wad banished to the isle 
of Patmos, 10 the Mediterranean, where he con« 
tioued several jears ; but upon the death of the 
Emperor he returned to Asia, and established 
his abode in £phesus. He lived the longest of 
aoj of the apostles, beins near an hundred years 
of age at the time of his death, which took place 
in the reign of the Emperor Trajan, soon after 
the commencement of the second century. 

2. It appears from all the evangelists, that 
Christ was crucified on the day preceding the 
/ewteh Sabbath, answering to our Friday, and 
that he rose on the morning of the first aay of 
the week, which from that circumstance is cal- 
led the Lord's day. The phra^ three days and 
three nights^ couid nQt» therefore, literally de- 
note the time of his lying in the grave, but the 
Gustom of the Jews will justify the expreMioii 
in strict accordance with the met 

LESSON~LXVL 

Iji the Acts of the Apostles, which were writ- 
•jcn by St. Luke, we have a particular account 
>f the transactions which occurred in the chris- 
iaa church for a period of about thirty years 
ifter the resurrection of its divine founder. At 
he -expiration of forty days from the time of 
his event, Jesus met his disciples at a place 
f^hictihe had appointed, and, having directed 
hem to remain in Jerusalem until tney should 
eceive the Hol;|^ Ghost, he was taken up, and a 
I ou4 received him out of their sight As the^ 
tood gazing after him, two men in white rat- 
ion t appeared unto them, and informed them 
^&t the same Jesus whose glorioua ascent to- 
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wards heaven fliey had just witnessed would, in ; 
like manner, couie again to the earth. Thej, 
tbeoi returned to Jerusalem, where thej abode 
for a tioie in a retired chamber, and where, at 
the suggestion of Simon Peter, thej made choice, 
bj lot, of Matthias to supplj the place which 
had been vacated bj the apostacj and destruc- 
tion of Judas Iscariot The whole number of 
disciples present on this occasion was about ooe 
hundred and twenty. I 

The number of the apostles being made coin- 
plete bj the election of Matthias, the diacipla 
continued to assemble at their accustomed place ! 
for the performance of religious duties, aod^oal 
the day of Pentecost, when they were all togeth- 
er»they were suddenly and miraculous! jr filled; 
with the Holy Ghost, and by divine inspiratioDl 
became prepared to extendf ihe knowledge oil 
their faitb, by being enabled to apeak ihe lan- 
guages of different nations. When thin event 
was publicly known, a great degree of wonder 
and astonishment was excited among the peo- 
ple, some of whom acknowledged their inability 
to account for the miracle, while others declared 
it to be the effect of drunkenness. To refute 
this calumny, and at the same time to open tf» 
eyesofthe yet deluded and perverse Jews, IV 
ter arose and addressed the multitude in a speeck 
of considerable length, in which he charged 
them with the murder of the prince of life, when 
God had raised from the dead, and assured tfiem J 
from the Scriptures, that the things which ha(^ 
taken place constituted the fulfilment of maoy 
of their ancient prophecies. The discourse of 
the undaunted apostle reached the hearts a&d 
consciences of his hearers; and, in great agita^ 
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lion, tfaey asked what they should do» upon 
which he esdiorted them to repent and be bsp* 
tized in the name of Christ, as the only wa^ m 
ivhich they could obtain remission of tneir sins. 
About three thousand persous then embraced 
the truth* and were added to the number of the 
believers, all of whom continued steadfiist in the 
doctrine and fellowship of the apostles. The 



influence of their example in the ciuties of pray- 
er and charity was powerful in producing the 
conversion of others, and the Loro «dded to the 
church, daily« such as should be saved. 

During the residence of the apostlee at Jeru» 
satem, Peter and John, on a certain day, went 
up into the temple to engage in their customary 
devotions. As they entered one of the gates^ 
they saw, lyine there, a poor man who had been 
lame and unable to walk or to stahd on his feet 
from his birth, and who, as the apostles passed, 
supplicated their charity. Peter directed him 
to look on them, and ^hen replied, "Silver and 
gold have I none, but such as I have, give I 
tnee. In the name of Jesus Christ, of Nazareth, 
rise up and walk.'* The man immediately re- 
ceived strength in his limbs, and entered, joy- 
fully, with his benefactors into the temple, leap- 
ing; and praising God. The people were sur- 
prised above measure, on witnessing this new 
miracle ; and having assembled in great num- 
bers around Peter and John, the former address- 
ed them with much pertiuency and lioldness, 
pointing out the magnitude of their crime in the 
rejection and crucifixion of the Messiah ; de« 
daring that it was through his name that the 
lame man had been heal^, and calling upon 
theox AS the children of the covenant which had 
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been made with their ancedtors, t6 repeat Mid 
be converted. This speech was delivered wtlh 
such power and energy that manj who heard it 
belteved^and the number ofthemenMnaa in- 
creased to about five thousand. « 

The two apostles, however, bj their intref id- 
itv and their success, provoked the resestneot 
or the chief priests and the Saddocees* who 
caused them to be apprehended aind impriaened. 
On the next day they were brought before the 
rulers of the people, who demanded of them by 
what power tney had performed the miracle up- 
on the lame man, or who gave them authority to 
preach to the multitude. Peter replied to them, 
with his usual courage and freedom, that it was 
by the name of that Jesus whom they had cru- 
cified, and whom God had raised from the dead, 
that the person before them had been made 
whole, and that in this name only salvation was 
to be obtained. Upon this, the members of the 
council held a private conference, in which they 
resolved to command their prisoners to abstain 
from any farther preaching or conversation in 
regard to Christ, and to dismiss them. They, 
then, called for Peter and John, and having 
threatened them with the severest penalties in 
case they persisted in their preachin*^ ordered 
them to be discharged. The two apostles imme- 
diately returned to their friends and related all 
that had been said to them by the chief priests 
^nd elders. The whole assembly thereupon 
glorified God who, by his holy prophet David, 
Had foretold what was now come to pass, and at 
the same time supplicated divine aid to enable 
them, notwithstandine the opposition of the 
Jaws» to propagalo t£e gospel of life ami in* 
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Qortalitj. Thfcir prayers were iostantly an- 
wered ; for the house in which they w'ete was 
haken ag wit^i a mighty wind, and they were all 
illed with the Holy Ghost, and spake the word 
)f God with ^reat boldness and zeal. 

The disciples, in order to prevent any inter- 
uption, in their sacred calling, from worldly 
>usiness, and to strengthen and perpetuate the 
londs of union, had disposed of all their tempo- 
al possessions and placed the proceeds thereof 
it the disposal of the apostles, who distributed 
o eivery member of the society according to his 
lecessities. But a certain man, named Anani- 
is, and his wife Sapphira, havins sold their es- 
ate, brought to the apostles only a part of the 
Doney, and declared this to be the whole a« 
nount that they had received. Peter reproved 
hem, with great severity, for their falsehood and 
raud, and they were both punished by the Lord 
ivith immediate death. This remarkable in- 
stance of divine wrath filled all the converts 
^ith fear and trembling, andtaMght them, most 
mpressively, the danger of hypocrisy and dis- 
limulation. 

LESSONLXVIL 

After the death of Ananias and Sapphira, tlie 
gospel was pi?eached with great success, and 
nultitudesboth of men and of women were ad- 
ied to the church. But when the high priest 
md elders of the Jews saw how little regard 
vas manifested for their threatenings andcharges, 
hey caused the apostles to be apprehended and 
3ast into prison. During the night, however, 
he angel of the Lord released them from their 
:onfiiiement, aud on the morning of the next 
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daj, thej entered the temple and resumed tbei 
preaching. In the mean time, the great coqi 
cilofthe nation had assembled, and officei 
were sent to the prison to bring out the offei 
ders» but thejr returned and gave informatioQi 
their escape, stating, also, that they had foiis 
the doors shut and the keepers upon their gnu 
This intelligence greatlj surprised the hi* 
priest and his companions, ana they remaine 
in the utmost perplexity until a messenger cam 
and told them that the men whom they had cm 
fined were then standing in the temple u 
teaching the people. In consequence of i 
the captain of the guard, with several assistact: 
went in pursuit of the apostles, upon whointli!| 
prevailed, without offering any violence, tow 
company them to the council. On their arrinj 
they were asked how they durst presume tod 
sist in the publication of those aoctriues wttio 
they had been forbidden even to mention. 'H 
reply made by Peter, in behalf of the whole, «i 
similar to his former speeches, and so nacb i 
fended those to whom it was made, that tiij 
deter niined, at once, to put him and his bretluj 
to death. But the prudence of a certain Ph^ 
see, named Gramaliel,a man of influence and | 
learning, prevented them from carrying ' 
resolution into effect. He told them i ' 
doctrines of the apostles were false, t 
Ikooti come to nothing of themselves, L 
they^K»cpceeded from God, they could not be d 
ccssfuliyv Apposed by man, and that the w 
possibihtv Oif theirtruth should be sufficient 
restrain thcch from every act of violence, vH 
in case sucU should be the fact, would only J 
der them gi«|ty of fighting agaiast thcirMi 



le enforced h» observations bj adducing sev^ 
;ral examples of the overthrow and ruin of im- 
losters, and when he had concluded his argu- 
ment, the council so far changed their first pur- 
pose as only to order the apostles to be beaten, 
and to repeat their charge that they should no 
longer continue to teach in the name of Jesus. 
This injunction had but little effect upon the 
followers of a Master who, in their presence, 
had ascended triumphantly to heaven. They 
returned. to their friends rejoicing that they 
were thought worthy to suffer shame and re- 
proach for the sake of their Redeemer, and in 
no degree abstaining from their exertions to 
advance his cause and to glorify his name. 

When the number of believers had very con- 
siderably increased, a complaint was made to 
the apostles by certain converts who had resid- 
ed in Greece, that their widows had not receiv- 
ed a due proportion of the charitable contribu- 
tions. Upon this representation, it was thought 
necessary to institute the order of deacons, con- 
sisting of a certain number of zealous and holy 
men, who, with other duties, might have the 
special care of the poor in the church. Accord- 
ingly,seven persons were nominated and solemn- 
ly set apart to this oflSce. Their names were 
Stephen, Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon^ 
Parmenas, and Nicolas. In consequence of 
this appointment the apostles were enabled to 
devote the whole of their time to the exercises 
of prayer and preaching, without being inter- 
■ rupted by those matters which related more 
particularly to the secular interests of the so- 
ciety. 
Stephen, one of the seven deacons, soon dis- 
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tioguUhed himself by the ardor of his faith aiH 
the boldoess of his exhortations. The fervor o 
his zeal and the force of his arguments alarmei: 
the worshippers in the synagogues, and the;; 
soborned men to accuse him of blaspheca;. 
Upon this charge be was brought before tht 
high council of the nation, where he defender 
himself with ability, and, in a brief sketch of the 
history of the Jewish nation, reproved the as- 
sembly for their uniform and criminal opposi- 
tion to the truth. His speech only served to 
increase the rage of his hearers, and he wa^ 
hastily dragged out of the city and stoned t( 
death. A view of the felicity which awaitevi 
him in the paradise of God, caused him to r^ 
joice in his fate, and, in imitation of his divine 
Lord, his last petitions were for the forgiveness 
of his murderers. 

Among the persons who were active in tbe 
martyrdom of Stephen, was a young man by the 
name of Saul, and to him were given in charge 
the clothes of the witnesses, who had stripped 
off their outer garments in order to throw ' 
fir^t atones at their victim, accfinfmit tfi jhc 
virions of their law. 'Hie death of 
was only the commenctment of a gtMitfral 
exteamire pf*a*tttttiiifi «)^tri^t the d* * 
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progress of the gospel, whidi was thereby car- 
ried into distant provinces and nations. 

At this time, Philip, another of the seven 
deacons, left Jerusalem and went dovfii to Sama- 
ria» where he preached Christ to the inhabitants, 
and wrought many miracles in attestation of 
the truth of his doctrines. His labours were at- 
tended with succisss, and great numbers of the 
Seople, having embraced the faith, received 
aptism from his hands. There happened to be 
then in the city, a certain sorcerer, whose name 
was Simon, and who, by his magical arts, had 
obtained a great share of popular respect and 
veneration. He, also, listened to the discourses 
of Philip and was baptized M'ith the rest. 

When the apostles, who still abode at Jerusa- 
lem, had heard of the traiisactions at Samaria, 
they commissioned two of their number, Peter 
and John, to go down to that place, and lay their 
hands on such as had believea, that they might 
receive the Holy Ghost. They therefore, pro- 
ceeded thither, and when Simon saw the benefits 
which they conferred by the laying on of hands, 
he expressed a desire to purchase, with money« 
the power which they exercised. Peter sharply 
reproved him for his wickedness, and told him 
that their divine gifts were not thus to be obtain- 
ed. He declared, moreover, that his profes- 
sions were hypocritical and his heart corrupt in 
the sight of ofGod, and exhorted him to repent 
of his sins and to pray earnestly for forgiveness. 



LESSON LXVIIl. 
When Peter and John had accomplished the 
object of their journey, they returned to Jeru- 
salemi and Philip, by direction of an angel, aU 
S3* 
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so» departed from Samaria. As the latter i¥as 
proceeding on his course to the souths his atten- 
tion was attracted by the chariot of an Ethio- 
pian nobleman, who was an Eunuch, and the 
treasurer of queen Candace. and who, as a 
Jewish proselyte, had been up to the holj city 
to worship, and was returning to his own coun- 
trj. Philip was commanded by the Spirit to go 
and join himself to this chariot, and on ap- 
proaching it, he found that the person within 
was earnestiv engaged in the perusal of the 
Scriptures. He immediately inquired of him 
whether he understood what he was reading. 
The Eunuch declared his ignorance, and be- 
sought Philip to enter the chariot and instruct 
him. The latter, without any hesitation, com- 
plied with his request, and having discovered 
that the passage which had occupied his atten- 
tion was a prophecy of Isaiah that related to the 
sufferings of the Messiah, he took up the sub- 
ject from that place and unfolded to his hearer 
the mysteries of redemption through Jesus 
Christ. 

The Eunuch soon became convinced of the 
truth of the gospel which his companion mads 
known to him, and, on arriving at a certain 
water, expressed his desire to be regularly ad- 
mitted to the privileges of the church, and de- 
clared his belief in the Son of God. They, then, 
descended from the chariot, and Philip baptiz- 
ed his convert in the name of Christ, after 
which the latter went on bis way rejoicing, and 
Philip pursued his journey, as the Spirit of God 
directed him, until he came to Cesarea. 

In the mean time. Saul was actively employ- 
cd m the persecution of the church, and such 
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was his fury, that he resolved to pursue those 
whd had fled from Judea^and briog them bound 
to Jerusalem. To assist him in the execution 
of his designs, 4ie applied to the high priest for 
letters of authority to the rulers of the syna- 
gogue at Damascus, that if there were any who 
testified to the name of Jesus in that place thej 
should be delivered into his hands. Having re- 
ceived his commission, and engaged his attend- 
ants, he immediately set out for the Syrian do- 
minions, intent upon his bloody purpose, and 
fully determined to extirpate from the world 
the followers of the crucified Galilean. But the 
providence of God was preparing to counteract 
the execution of his projects by convincing him 
of his errors and bringing him to the foot of that 
cross which he despised. 

As he approached the city of Damascus, he 
was greatly alarmed by the sudden appearance 
of an uncommon light, shining round about him 
with a splendor superior to that of the sun; 
but his astonishment and fear, were vastly in- 
creased when a voice, proceeding from the 
brightness, addressed him in these words— 
" Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me r" Trem- 
bling with apprehension, he exclaimed, " Who 
art thou, Lord !** and was told, in reply, that 
the person then speaking to him was that Jesus 
whom he hated, and whose followers he was so 
grievously persecuting. Upon this, he asked 
what he should do, and was directed to proceed 
to Damascus where his course of duty would be 
pointed out to him. The first appearance ot the 
vision had struck Saul to the ground, and his 
attendants had remained, during its continu* 
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moce^ by his side, unable to speak, aod won- 
dering at the voice which they heard. 

When Saul arose from the earth, his sight 
was gone, and he was taken bjr the hand and 
led to Damascus, where he remained three days 
in utter darkness, and without eating or drink- 
ing. There was, at this time, in that citj, a 
disciple named Ananias, and to him the Lord 
appeared in a vision and commanded him to go 
to the house where Saul lodged and lay his hands 
upon him that he misht receive his sight. Ana- 
mas, who had heard of the character of the 
persecutor and knew what his intentions were 
m coming to Damascus, at first, seemed unwil- 
ling to comply with the divine injunction. But 
his doubts were soon removed, and he hastened 
to Saul, whom he found in the condition that 
had been described to him. On entering the 
house, he immediately addressed him as a broth- 
er, and, putting his hands upon him, stated the 
object of his visit and the authority by which he 
came. Saul, then, received his sight and was 
baptized, after which he remained several days 
with the disciples at Damascus, preaching in the 
synagogue and proving that Jesus was the Mes- 
siah. His conduct, so different from what 
had been expected, greatly exasperated the Jews 
against him, and they determined to kill him 
whenever he should attempt to depart from the 
city- For this purpose the^ watched the gates 
continually ; but soma of his friends took him, 
by night, and let him down from the vrall in a 
basket. Thus he escaped from his enemies and 
returned in safety to Jerusalem. 

When he came thither, the disciples mani- 
fested strong doubts q{ the reality of his con- 
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version^ and were afraid to associate with him ; 
but Barnabas, who knew all that had taken 
place^ introduced him to the apostles, and re- 
moved their suspicions by a full and particu- 
lar, relation of the circumstances that had at- 
tended the journey to Damascus. He was, then, 
admitted to the confidence and fellowship of the 
brethren, and continued sometime at Jerusalem* 
advocating and defending the cause of the gos- 
pel. But here, also, designs were formed against 
his life, which coming to the knowledge of the 
disciples, they secretly conducted him to Cesa* 
roa, fron^ whence he sailed to his native citj 
Tarsus, and remained for several years in Ci|i- 
cea and Syria, declaring the things which per- 
tained ip the kingdom of God with great bold- 
ness ana success. 

The conversion of Saul put a stop to the per- 
secution of the church, and, in every part of 
the country, it prospered exceedingly. Peter 
embraced the opportunity which was furnished 
by the general quietness that prevailed to visit 
the converts in Judea, Galilee and Samaria. 
On his journey, he healed a man by the name 
of Eneas, who had been confied to his bed eight 
years with the palsy, at a place called Lydda. 
tie, also, restored tne pious and charitable Dor- 
cas to life, in Joppa, after which he took up his 
abode in that place with one Simon* a tanner. 

LESSON^LXIX. 

During the continuance of Peter at Joppa, it 
was his custom to retire to the house top tor the 
exercise of his private devotions. Here he be- 
held, on a certain day, a vision, the object of 
which was to teach him that* in the offers oY sal- 
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vation through Christ, there wa$ no distincticm 
to be made between Jews and Gentiles. While 
he was meditating upon what he had seen, a 
message came to him from a centurioo at Cesa- 
rea, requesting a visit from him. This man, 
whose name was Cornelius, was a devout per- 
son, and his praters and alms had rendered him a 
subject of the divine favour. He had been direct- 
ed by an angel of God to send to Joppa for a per- 
son named Peter, who would give him instruc- 
tiunsin regard to his duty. These circumstances 
were all stated to the apostle by the nnessen^ers 
from Gomelius, upon which he invited them mto 
the house, where they remained until the next 
morning, when he accoiApanied them to Cesa- 
rea, being attended, also, by several disciples 
who dwelt at Joppa. When he came into the 
presence of the centurion, he told him that it 
was deemed unlawful by the Jews to associate 
with one of another nation, but that God had re- 
moved his prejudices in this respect, and he was, 
therefore, ready to enter upon the business for 
which he had faieen sent. Cornelius, then, relat- 
ed to him the communication which he had re- 
ceived from God, upon which Peter addressed 
the company upon the subject of the gospel dis- 
pensation, and his discourse was blessed by a 
powerful effusion of the Holy Ghost upon all 
who heard him. The Jewish converts, who were 
present, were greatly surprised when thev found 
that the grace of God could be imparted to the 
Gentiles, but they did not complain of this ex- 
tension of the divine mercy. P^ter caused the 
ordinance of baptism to be administered to 
those who had then embraced the faith, and he 
remained with them several days. 



Oti his retard to Jerusalem, he was severely 
reproved by his brethren id that place for what 
he had done. But when he had made known 
to them all the circumstances attending the 
transaction, their minds were satisfied, and they 
glorified God who had granted the blessing of 
eternal life to those that were aliens from the 
com mon wealth of Israel . 

The faith of the gospel had now been extend- 
ed to a great distance from Jerusalem by means 
of those who had fled from the persecution) which 
followed, the death of Stephen. Churches had 
been plant;ed in Pheniee, iil Cyprus and in An- 
tioch, and «t the latter place the disciples were 
first called Christians. Thither Barnabas was 
sent by the apostles, and upon his arrival, be 
rejoiced at the prosperity of the church, and ex- 
horted its members to continue stedfast in the 
doctrines which they had received. He then 
went to Tarsus for Saul, with whom he return- 
ed to Antioch, where they continued for a year. 
During their stay, they were visited by some of 
their brethren from Jerusalem who had been en- 
dowed with the gift of prophecy. Among these 
was one named Agabus, who predicted a gen- 
eral famine which happened in the reign of 
Claudius Ceesar. In consequence of the distress 
which this occasioned throughout the land, a 
collection was made by the christians at Anti- 
och for the relief of those in Judea, which was . 
sent to the apostles at Jerusalem by the hands 
of Barnabas and Saul. 

About this time, Herod Agrippa, who' was 
the grandson of the tyrant who slew the infants 
at Bethlehem, raised a persecution against the 
christians, in which James« the brother of iohn, 
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was put to death. Peter wasi also, imprisoned, 
but an angel delivered him from his bonds aod 
confioement The cruelties of Herod were 
soon terminated by his death. In the midst of 
his splendor, and while the people were ascrib- 
ing to him the honour due oolj to God, he was 
Struck with a disease which in a few dajs put 
an end to his existence. Soon after this event, 
Barnabas and Saul returned to Antioch in com- 
pany with Mark, where they were more partic- 
ularly set apart by certain prophets, to the work 
of the ministry. From Antioch they departed 
to Seleucia, and from thence sailed to Cyprus, 
an island in the Mediterranean. At Papbos, 
they were opposed by a certain sorcerer named 
Elymas, who at the prayer of Saul, who from 
that time is called Paul, was punished with 
blindness. From Paphos they proceeded to An- 
tioch in Pisidia, where Paul, on the Sabbath day, 
addressed the Jews in tbeir own synagogue, 
proving to them from the Scriptures that Jesus 
was the Christ. The Gentiles requested him to 
deliver bis discourse again on the next Sabbatb, 
which he did in the presence of nearly all the 
inhabitants of the place This enraged such of 
the Jews as were enemies to the gospel^ who not 
only contradicted what was said, but, also, ut- 
tered many blasphemous speeches against Jesus 
of Nazareth. Paul and Barnabas then directed 
their instructions to the Gentiles, who gladly 
received the offers of salvation; but a persecu- 
tion Was excited against the missionaries and 
they were driven out of the city. They pro- 
ceeded, therefore, to Iconiom, from which they 
wen?, also expelled, and fled to Lystra snd 
V«n>7n In lorstra, Paul cured a manofiua 
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itants considered him and bis compariion afe 
gods in haman form, and prepared to hononir 
them with sacrifices. These they rejected, and 
reproved the impietj of the people, who were af- 
terwards led to stone Paul, by the persuasions 
of certain Jews who came thither from Antioch 
and Iconium. He was taken up for dead, but 
while the disciples stood round him, he recover* 
ed, and in a short time went into the city, frodi 
which he returned, with Barnabas, through the 
towns that they had previously visited, to Anti- 
och where they had been commissioned, and 
where they related to the brethren all that hadl 
happened to them. 

LESS^LXX. 

Soon after the return of Paul and Bkhia^i 
to Antioch, the peace of the church wasdisturb-i 
ed by certain convert^ who eame down front 
Judea and declared that it was necessary for 
the believing Gentiles to receive circumciiion; 
This doctrine was strofl^y opposed by Paul and 
Barnabas, who held many conferences and dis^ 
putations upon the suhtect At length, it was 
determined to submit the question to the decis* 
ion of the apostles at Jerusalem. Here, a coun- 
cil was accordingly summoned to deliberate up- 
on the matter, and it was unanimously agreed, 
after hearine the opinion of Peter, the evidence 
of Paul and Barnabas, and the judgement of 
James, to write to the disciples at Antioch, di* 
reeling them not to trouble the Gentiles by ih-< 
sisttng upon tl^e necessity of circumcision, but 
simply to rec[uest them to abstain from some 
practices' which wer^' forbidden by the law of 
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ia their tendency. Letters were, accordingly, 
prepared* containing these instructions from the 
council, and two men of distinguished pietj, Jo- 
das and Silas, were commissioned to carry them, 
in company with Paul and Barnabas, to Antioch. 
The result of this business gave the highest sat- 
isfaction to the Gentiles who were thus discharg- 
ed from the burden of the ceremonial law, and 
confirmed in their christian liberty. 
. During the abode of Judas and Silas at Anti- 
nch, they exercised their gifts of prophesying 
and confirmed the disciples ia their faith- But 
in a short time Judas returned to the apostles at 
Jerusalem, and Paul, having had some conteo- 
tion with Barnabas in regard to Mark, selected 
Silas for his companion, and departed with him 
vpon a visit to those places where he himself had 
previously propagated the gospel. Having trav- 
elled through Syria and C^Ucia, they arrived at 
Lystra, where Paul, upon his former journey, 
after being reverenced as a god, was opposed 
and stoned by the inhabitants. Here they found 
a young disciple whose name was Timothy, the 
son of a certain woman who was a Jewess, but 
whose .father was a Greek. This person, for 
special reasons, Paul caused to be circumcised, 
^nd designed liim as the companion of his future 
travels and fellow labourer ia the ministry of 
reconciliation. From Lystra, Paul and SiJas 
departed to Phrygia and Galatia^ with an inten- 
tion of paiftsing into Asia, but they were forbid- 
den by the Holy Ghost to go thither. They, 
, then, proceeded Ito Mjsia,.and from thence to 
Trpas, being prohibited by, another revelation 
from visiting Bythinia. At Troa8,P4ul receiv- 
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ed a vision, in consequence of which he and his 
companion embarkecf in a vessel and sailed to 
Philip|>i, one of the chief cities in Macedonia* 
w-here they continued for some days. In this 
place the J preached the gospel with great suc- 
cess» and baptized a certain woman named Lyd- 
ia, togedierwith her family, and were afterwards' 
received into her house with great hospitality. 

By reason of a miracle wrought by Paul, in 
casting an evil spirit out of a damsel who had 
brought much gain to her masters by divina- 
ticKO, he and Silas were apprehended and carried 
before the magistrates, to whom they ^ere ac- 
cused of intrcraucing customs prejudicial to the 
state and unlawful for Rom^tn citizens to adopt. 
Upon this charge, they were commanded to be 
beaten and imprisoned. When they had receiv- 
ed many blows they were committed to close 
custody and the jailer was directed to thrust 
them into an inner duifigeon and to make' their 
feet fast in the stocks. But in the midst of 
their afHtctiona the peace and serenity of their 
tninds remained to comfort them, and at mid- 
night they sang praises to God; Nor were their 
devotions id vain. An earthquake shook the 
foundations of the prison; all the doors -Were 
opened, and every one^d bands were loosedA 
The jailer W)i8 so much alarmed at the event, 
which he supposed had be^n improved by the! 
prisoners for their escape, that he seized a sword 
and would have put an end to his life had it not 
been for the remonstrance of Paul, who inform- 
ed him that they were all there. ' He then has- 
.tened into the dungeon, and, falling down be- 
fore JPaul and Silas, iriquir^, with trembling 
anxiety, what be shoalddo to be saved. He wais 



difected to Ciith in Jesas Chrbt as his obI j se- 
eurity* and, after hearing the word of the I^rd, 
he was baptized, with alihU hoase» and rejoiced 
in the bepea and promises of the gospel. The 
same hour he removed the two prisoners into 
his own apartment, and washed their stripes, 
and supplied them with such things as tnej 
needed. 

The next morning the jailer received an or- 
der from the magistrates to dischi^m Paul and 
Silas, which he immediately made known to 
them, and bade them depart m peace* But tbej 
refuibed to go without being released by those 
who had committed them in a manner a3 pal»/ic 
as their punishment bad been, statUig» at the 
same time, that they were Roman citizens and 
bad been beaten uncond.enraed. These words 
were carried by the officers to the magistrates, 
who were so much terrified at the plaim which 
their prisoners might have upon the protection 
of C«»ar, that thev ifnmediateJy impaired to the 
place of their confinement, and submissively en- 
treated tham to depart without any further dis- 
turbance or delay. They, Accordingly, left the 
pri^n and returned tathe ho^^e of Lydia, where 
they related to tbe brethren all that had taken 
place and then bade them adieu. 

From Fhilippi, PauJ and. JjiiscompanAons trav- 
elled to Thjessalonica, where the former entered 
into a ^na^ogue, andforAree JSahbath davs 
reasoned with the Jews, proving to.them the 
truth of jthe gospel from their own Scriptures. 
But in general, tjiey refujied to embrace his doc- 
trines and determined to oppose their progress, 
although someof .tfiem, with a considerable nom- 
i^r of Greelqi^ Mlieved. In conasfUence of a 
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iie truth, who had asfiaolt^d the house of one 
ason, and compelled hiiti with some of his 
rethren to go before the miiglstrates, Paul and 
»i\as were sent away, by night, to a'place call- 
ij Berea, about fifty ikiiles sou^i of Thessaloni- 
:a. Here the ministrations of Paul were at- 
ended with greater strccess, by reasdn of* the 
randor^and diHgence whieh w]ks manifested'by 
he people in the study of the holy Scriptures. 
[n Berea, he left Silas and Timothy,' While lie 
iimself, to avoid the fiiry of the^ Jewd who had 
followed him from Thedsalonica, dienarted ^o 
flthens. To the polite and leiirhefd ihnabitlnts 
jf this celebrated city, whose leaditig prbbehsi- 
ties for novelty induced them to hear him, he 
declared the doctrines of the cro^s and* th\e van- 
ity of their own Idolatrous worship. ' His dis- 
course was disregarded by isome and ridiculed 
by others. A few, howeter, believed, among 
whom were Dionysius, a senifttor^ and Dandarls, 
a woman of distinetion. 

LESSON LiCXI. » 

From -Athens Paul proceeded to C^orl'nlfi, 

where he was met by Silas and Ttttiidthy whohi 

hehad leftat Berea. Here he con^inu^ a yc^sir 

and six months, andm^rought at his bccj|t)^^on 

as a tent maker, with Aquifaand PiiiscTOi t^o 

Jews who had come thi^er^i^om Italy, -^hdfwh'o 

were instructed by him in the pHncibl«$ of the 

christian faith. In lebnfsequent^ci of the bp[)f6sl- 

tion whicb was mailifeit<^d to his ^reachtVi|( by 

the worshippers in the sym^gosi^^s, he decfar^d 

his resolution to tef&t^ • bis future labbar^ H- 

olasively t6 the Qentilet. But in a' vision th« 

£4* 



tiord appeared to Mvb* and Msored him, far Vik 
coD^olatioo» that no hi^riii shcyald befal him 
while \ke remuned Vfiih the CoriDtbiaos, and 
that roanj of these wqnld embrace the truths 
which he declared. A eomplaint was soon after 
made against ^ifD to &allip»the deputy of the 
proviqce* but l|e r? fused t9 interfere in the mat- 
ter, a^ droye tlie accusers ffiun his jndgemeot 
a#at Tfie chief ruler of thfr sjaagooiie was then 
•^ized and beaten b^ some of the &reek8» and 
this trs!ii^tion was, i|la<^ treated by Cvallto.with 
theutpnost indifference* At loigth, Panl de- 
piyrtfid from Pprinth and misited Epheson, Cesa- 

Si am) Antioch, after which be went tbnmgh 
e couiifrj of Gal^tia and Phrycia in order, 
strengtheliinK apd csinfirming the disciples. At 
3BpVf su^, l|e found n certain Jew named ApoUos 
tyhowaf distinguished (or hiseleqnence and 
hisknowl^edgie^M the Scriptures.' But as this 
manwfspne of the disciplc^of John the Bap- 
' ti8t,and flight ontir the doctrines of repentance 
ais preparatory to the coming of the Messiah, be 
was taken b;jr Priscilia and Aqnila and instruct- 
ed by them m tbfs fuiq^^s of the gospel dispen- 
satijim. ^A^rwards, tie ipreot to Corinth, and 
with greatpow^r directed his lebours to the wel- 
fare of the church, and ppbHcly convinced raa- 
ny of 4hc| «(ews that Jes^s was the Christ. 

WbUe ApoHos waf at poHnth, Paul returned 
to Bphesus, where, h^ found twelve disciples 
who fa^ not received tbe Holy Ghost, having 
been baptized only with tb^ baptism of Jobs. 
He th^n directed »e^ ]to the fjMth of Christ, 
and when they lyereb^iptized in the name of the 
liorq Jesus, he laid his haods^ upon them, and 
^^ ^9^fl|^e4iately nfif^m^ the a»iaicaloi» 
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influences oFihe Spirit of God. Pant c6iitini]«- 
ed in Bphesus for a coQsiderable length of tinie« 
healing the 8ick» casting out devils and declare 
ing the truths of (he gospel. Among his oppos* 
ers were certain exorcists, the sons of one Sce- 
va, a Jew, who undertook to cast out devils in 
ike name of Jesus* But the evil spirit fell upon 
them with great violence and thev fled from the 
htrase naked and wounded. When this trans- 
action was made known, many of those who had 
accustomed themselves to the study and prac* 
tice of magic, renounced their art and gave up 
their books to the value of ftfty thousand pieces 
of silver to be burned. 

During the residence of Paul in Ephesus, he 
was threatened with much danger from another 
source. The increase of the gospel had greatlr 
lessened the demand for certain shrines whicn 
were made in representation of the temple of 
Diana, by one Demetrius a silver smith. This 
man called a meeting of all that belonged to his 
profession, and by setting forth the continu^Td 
diminutionof their business and the dishonour 
which was brought upon their goddess, by the 
ffreachrng of Paul, excited them to acts of riot 
and violence, insomuch that the whole city was 
filled with confusion. The disturbance was, 
however, terminated, and the multitude peacea* 
My dispersed by the prudent interference of the 
town clerk. Soon after this occurrence, Paul 
left Ephesus and travelled through various 
parts of the country. At Troas, he restored to 
life a young man, named Eutychus, who had fall' 
en from the window of an upper chamber to the 
ground, and was taken up dead. He, then, pro- 
ceeded on feot to Assos, where he was taken In- 
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to the vesBel which carried hig:conipaiiioo8, and 
sailed with them to Miletus. Here, at his re- 
questy he was. met by the elders, of the church at 
EphesttS, to whom he gave his farewel counsel, 
exhorting them to diligence and idelitjyand re- 
tniDding,them of the evils to which thej wo<|ld 
be exposed durine his absence. From Miletus 
Paul and the brethren who were with him sailed 
over to Syria, and landed at Tyre. They, after* 
wards, proceeded to PtolemaiSrand from thence 
to Cesarea, where they abode, for a short time 
.with Philip^ the eyangelist» who had four ckiogfa- 
ters that prophesied. Here they were Tisited 
by the prophet Agabus from Jerasalem^ v/ho de- 
clared, by a sign, that Paul should become a 
prisoner to the Gentiles. The disciples When 
they heard this prediction, earnestly besought 
Paul not to go to Jerusalem, but he was res<3v- 
ed to be there on. the day of Pentecosj^ aod^ ac- 
cordingly, proceeded- on hia journey, to comjpa- 
ny with his friends and brethren. When heai- 
rtv^d at Jerusalem, he was received mth great 
joy by the disciples, to whom lie reteted all the 
particulars of his ministry among the Geutiles. 
But it was npt long before the Jew^ rose up 
against him and would have killed him, had not 
Claudius Lysias, the commander of the Roman 
garrison, come with an armed force to his as- 
sistance and conducted him to the castle. On 
their way thither Paul begged perinissioo of the 
captain to speak to him, upon .which the latter, 
who supposed that he was an Egyptian who had, 
some time before, excited a great disturbance in 
Judea, asked him, with some surprise, whether 
he could speak the Greek language. In reply, 
Paul stated that he was a Jew of Tar8tts,.in W- 



ici^« atidvre^ested that he.might be allowed i6 
i^indicate himself before the people. License 
)eiog given him to enter upon his defence, he 
iddreased the multitude from the stairs of the 
(^astle, in thfi Hebrew tonffiie, and in his speech 
related the particulars of his conversion and his 
subsequent commission to preach to the Gen^ 
tiles. At this, the Jews were exceedingly en- 
raged against him, but LysMis, the Roman caf^ 
tain« secured his person from their assaults, and 
afterwards ordered him to be examined bj 
scourging until be should confess the crime 
yridch haa so much excited against him the maU 
ice of the people* This decree was not carried 
into execution^ bj reason of a declaration of 
Paul, that he was a Roman citizen. 

The next daj, the rulers and the council of 
the nation were summoned to appear b^ore the 
chief captain to. substantiate tiieir charges, and 
in their presence Paul asserted his innocence. 
Ananias, the high priest, ordered him to be 
smitten c^n the face, at which Paul replied, "God 
shall smite tbee» thou whtted wall.^ Being re- 
proved for this speech, he confessed his igno- 
rance of the office of the person whom he ad«- 
dressed, and thus excused himself. 

LESSON LXXIL 
When Paul perceived that the assembly was 
composed partly of Sadducees and partly of 
Pharisees, he declared himself to be of the sect 
of the latter, saying, that it was for defending 
tiie doctrine of the resurrection that he had been 
called in question. This produced a great dis- 
sension in the council, and it became necessary 
for the captain to employ force for the preserva- 



tion of the prisoner* A conspiracy was after- 
wards formed bj certain of the Jews to destroj 
Paal seccetly, to avoid which, he was sent ander 
a strong guard to Cesarea where Felix, the Ro- 
man Governor, resided, who ordered him to be 
confined in Herod's judgement hall until his ac- 
cusers made their appearance. 
. At the expiration of five dajs hi? enemies 
with the high priest at their head, came down 
from Jerusalem, bringing with them a certain 
orator, named TertuUiis, to assist in the convic- 
tion and condemnation of their victim. Tertol* 
lua» in a flattering and an insinuating maoner, 
addressed the Governor, and was fof towed bj 
Paul in .defence of himself. Whea Felix had 
heard both parties, he refused to give sentence, 
until he had more fully considered the subject, 
and had» also, consulted with Lysias, the chief 
captain, who, as he supposed, was well acquaint- 
ed with the merits of the case. Paul, therefore, 
continued in the custody of the Governor, who, 
with his wife Drusiila, heard him speak of tiie 
doctrines of the gospel. As he discoursed of 
righteousness, temperance and a judgement to 
come, Felix, who was a man of great profligacv 
and impiety, trembled, and dismissed the preach- 
er from his presence, saying, that he woald at- 
tend to his instructions at a more convenient 
time. At length, Felix was succeeded in his of- 
fice by Festus, to whom the Jews renewed their 
complaints against Paul, and who admitted 
from the latter an appeal to Csesar Soon after 
the appointment of Featus to the government of 
the province, he received a visit from Agrippsi 
the tetrarch of GaHlee. - To this man he roade 
known the case of the prisoner, and gave bin 



n opportonitj to hear his defence. Paul spoke 
^ith great boldness and eloquence in the pres- 
ncc of Agrippa, and related to him the circum- 
tances of his miraculous conver^on to the 
:hristian faith and his apprehension bj the Jews, 
^grippa was much afifected by the discourse, and 
leclared to Festus that the man had done noth-* 
n^ whiQh deserved punishment, adding, that he 
night have been liberated had he not appealed 
to Ceesar. 

When it was determined that Paul should be 
&ent to Rome, he was put on board a ship with 
certain other prisoners, all of whom were com- 
mitted to the charge of one Julius a centurion 
of Augustus' band. During the voyage, they 
sufiered shipwreck, being cast away, in a storm, 
on the coast of an island called Mdlita. Here, 
Paul astonished the barbarians, who had receiv-' 
ed the sufferers with great kindness, by shaking 
a viper from his luind, and receiving no harm. - 
He, also, wrought a miracle in favour of the fa- 
ther of the governor of the place, who was dis- 
eased, and healed many others that were sick. 

At length, Paul and his companions departed 
for Italy, where they arrived in safety. He was 
met at a little distance, from Rome hj several 
disciples who accompdniecbhim to the city. Here 
he called the Jews together, and stated to them 
the circumstances of his case. They expressed a 
desire tohear him discourse upon the subject of 
his religion, and a day being appointed, he re- 
ceived them at his lodgings ana explaine^l to 
them the things pertaining to the kingdom of 
God, persuading them concerning Jedus, both* 
out of the la^ and the prophets, U'om rooming 
until evening, A partial success attended iiis 
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^sconrse, but many remaitied in anbelief. This 
he declared to be in agreement mih the predic- 
tions of Isaiah, and assured his hearers that the 
gospel should be carried to the Gentiles, with 
whom a very different reception awaited it. 

After this, he continued at Rome two years, 
and abode in a hired boose, where he preached, 
without prohibition or hindrance, to all that 
came to hiou 

REMARKS 

1. The day of Pentecost, on which the disci- 
ples received the miracuioos gifts of the Holy 
Ghost, was fifty daysufter the resorreetion of 
the Saviour. It was called by the Hebrews the 
feast of weeks, as it took place seven weeks af- 
ter the second day of the passover. It was oa 
this day that they offered the first fruits of thsir 
wh«at harvest, and commemorated the giving of 
the law fi^m Mount Sinai. 

^ The Jews received from other nations two 
kinds of proselytes^ viz. proselytes of the gate 
and proselvtes of justice. The first observed 
only the rules • which were eiven to Noah, with- 
out conforming to any of the ceremonies of the 
law of Moses ; the second received circunacistoa 
and adopted the Jewish dispensation \n all its 
parts. It is supposed that the Eunuch who was 
baptri&ed by Philip was a proselyte of the gate. 
It is among the ancient traditions of the church, 
that this m2|n, after his conversion^ returned to 
his native cooitftry, and instructed his queen and 
Many of her snigects in the doctrines of Chris- 
tianity. This is said to have been the origin e^ 
the Abyssinian churchy ia whitib, to the present 
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day, the story of the Eunuch is related with |ri- 
9US gratitude on every occasion of baptism. 

3. The following are some of the principal 
places mentioned in the Acts of the Apostles :-«?• 
Cesarea, was a city in Palestine, built by Her- 
)d, the Great. It was situated upon the cast- 
Tn coast of the Mediterranean, about 600 fur- 
ongs from Jerusalem. This was the residence 
>f Cornelius and the place where Paul continued 
. prisoner two years ; 

Joppa was a city upon the Mediterranean, a 
ittle to the south of Cesarea ; 

Antioch, situated on the river Orontes, about 12 
liles from the sea, was the capital of Syria, the 
esidence of the kings who succeeded Alexan- 
er, the great, and the place where the disciples 
^ere first called Christians ; there were several 
ther places in Syria of the name of Antiocb, 
ne of which is called Antioch of Pisidia ; 

Paphos and Salamts were cities in the island 
r Cyprus ; 

Pamphilia was a province of Lesser Asia, not 
I r from Cyprus; 

Iconium was the chief city of Lycaonia, a 
nail province of Asia Minor; Lystra and 
erbe were in the same province ; 
Phrygia, Galatia, Mystia and Bythinia were all 
ovinces of Asia Minor ; 
Troas was a small country situated upon the 
ellespont to the west ofMysia; 
Macedonia was an extensive province in 
reece, of which Philippi was one of the chief 
Lies ; Thessalonica was the m^etropolis of Ma- 
donia ; Athens was situated on the .M^&n 
a; in that district of €k«ece called Altica ; 
irinth was the capital of Achaia ; 
X5 



502 

' Ephesus, the metropolis and principal mart 
of the Pro-consular Asia, was situated upon the 
river Cayster. It was celebrated for a splendid 
temple, consecrated to the goddess Diana ; 
' Assos was a sea port town, situated ia the 
southwest part of the province of Troas; ^ 

Chios, Samos and Coos were islands in the 
Archipelago ; 

Ptolemais was a sea port of Sjria between 
Tyre and Cesarea ; 

Melita, where Paul and his companions suffer- 
ed shipwreck, was an island in the Mediterra- 
nean, about sixty miles from Sicily, and is now 
called Malta. 

4. The apostle Paul continued in Rome, as & 
prisoner, upwards of two years, when he obtain- 
ed his liberty, and afterwards travelled into va- 
rious parts of Italy preaching the gospel with 
different success. He, also, visited the coun- 
tries where he had before planted churches, and, 
at length, suflTered martyrdom at Rome, io the 
reign of the Emperor Nero. Simon Peter wag 
put to death in the same place, and at the same 
time. Thus terminated the labours of these 
eminent apostles, after they had reaped a glori- 
ous harvest of souls, and triumphantly spread 
the salvation of the gospel through the then most 
considerable parts of the world. 

LESSON LXXIII. 

The Epistle to the Romans was written from 
Corinth, in the year of our Lord fifty eight, be- 
ing the fourth year of the Emperor 'Nero, just 
before St Paul set out from thence for Jerusa- 
leni with the contributions which had been made 
la Macedonia and Achaia for tho relief of the 
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Jisciples in Jadea. It is addressed to the 
iiurch at Rome, which consisted partly of Jew-j 
ish and partly of heathen converts, whom the 
^t)ostle had not as yet visited, but whose charac- 
iers and situation might have been described to 
iim by Priscilla and Aquila. To confirm them 
in the faith and to guard them against the errors 
)f certain judaizing christians, seems to have 
)een the chief object of this letter, in which 
H, Paul takes occasion to enlarge upon the na- 
ure of the Mosaic institution; to explain the 
:ondition8 of the christian covenant, and to 
hew that the mercy of God through the Re- 
leemer was intended for the benefit of Gentiles 
s well as Jews. He represents all mankind as 
tanding in equal need of the provisions of the' 
;ospel, inasmuch as they were, without any 
listinction, exposed to the penalties of sin. He 
eclares that no benefit would result to the un- 
elieving Israelites from the mere circuihstance 
f their being descendants of Abrahain, but, 
lat the Gentiles would be admitted to all 
2e privileges of the promise; he exfiresses his 
rdent desire for the salvation of his country- 
len ; he alludes to the proph^ies of Isaiah and 
Insea, as pointing out the rejection of the Jews 
nd the call of the Gentiles; he sets forth the 
uperior excellency of the christian faith, and 
e earnestly exhorts the Roman converts to 
bandon every species of wickedness, and to 
ractise, with constancy, the ditties of right- 
ousness acKl true holiness. In the latter part 
f the Epistle, the writer sives some practical 
istructionsand recommends several particular 
irtues, and concludes the whole with saluta- 
ons and a dexology. 
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The first Epistle to the Corinthians was writ- 
ten from Epnesus in the year fifty six, during 
the second visit of St. Paul to that citj. Co- 
rinth was the capital of the province, of Achaia, 
and a place of extensive commerce, in which 
the apostle had resided for eighteen nionths and 
established a church. After liis departure cer- 
tain false teachers endeavoured to alienate the 
iQinds of the new converts from their faith and 
thus produced divisions and irregularities. .The 
immediate occasion of this Epistle was to an- 
swer some questions which the Corinthiana bad 
proposed ; put before the writer enters opoa 
that subject, he takes notice of the disseosioos 
and disorders which prevailed among them, and 
of which he had recmved private information. 
He begins with an affectionate address, and con* 

Satulates them upon their having received the 
oly Ghost He, then, exhorts to harmony; 
condemns the factions which had been excited; 
vindicates his own character and ministry; 
shews the inferiority of human learning to the 
excellency of the gospel ; decrees the excom- 
munication of an incestuous person ; blames the 
practice of submitting every cause to the decis- 
ion of heathen tribunals ; condemns sensuality ; 
and vice, and reproves the indulgences to which 
the Corinthians were addicted. After treating 
upon these points, he proceeds to answer the 
questions which had been submitted to him, and 
gives a variety of directions in relation to the 
marriage i^tate ; considers the lawfulness of eat- 
ing meats ofllM;|^to idols ; forbids women to oM- 
ciate in public £%liq2.blies and reproves the abuses 
of the Lord's Suppe^S.He then discourses upon 
spiritual gifts and the extensive nature of cbnV 
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tian charity ; enumerates the pr^ of Christ's 
resurrection ; deduces from it the certaiotj of a 
general resurrection from the dead ; and, in a 
forcible strain of eloquence, answers some ob- 
jections which had been urged against that fun- 
damental doctrine of the gospel. 

In the last chapter, he gives directions to the 
Corinthians respecting their contributions ; 
promises to visit them ; charges them to receive 
Timothy with kindness and respect, and con- 
cludes with friendly admonitions and saluta* 
tions. 

The second Epistle to the Corinthians was 
written from Macedonia within tuelve months 
from the date of the first. In this, the apostle 
speaks of his consolations, his sincerity and his 
zeal ; explains the reasons of his not having 
visited Corinth ; desires that the incestuous per- 
son of whom he had before spoken might be re- 
stored, upon his repentance, to communion with 
the church ; mentions the success which had at- 
tended his preaching ; enlarges upon the import- 
ance of the ministerial office, the zeal and fidel- 
ity with which he had discharged his duty, and 
:he excellency of the gospel doctrines; cautions 
the Corinthians against connexions with unbe- 
ievers; expresses his anxiety in their behalfj 
md his joy at their repentance, and exhorts 
hem to contribute liberally for the relief of the 
)oor. In the latter part of this Epistle, he vin- 
licates his character as an apostle, and enume- 
ates many distresses and persecutions which 
e had suffered in the cause of Christianity. He 
on eludes with general exhortations, and the| 
/ell known benediction in the name of the Fa- 
ler, the Son, and the Holy Ghost. 
25* • 
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LESSON LXXIY. 

St Paul» probablj, wrote his Epistle to fhe 
Galatians from Corioth, about the year fifi^ 
two. After a salutation in the name of himself 
and the brethren who were with him, he pro- 
ceeds 'to shew, that, although he had, previously, 
had no communication upon the subject with 
the elders ol the church at Jerusalem, jet that 
he was subseqtiently acknowledged by Uiem as 
an apostle. He then refutes the imputation of 
inconsistency with which he had been charged 
in regard to those christians who taught the ne- 
cessity of circumcision and the various ceremo- 
nies of the Mosaic dispensation, after whidi, he 
contends, that he had always maintained that 
the faith of Jesus Christ was alone able to save 
those who received it, without the works of the 
law. He^also, expostulates with the Galatians 
for having suffered themselves to be seduced 
from the truth by false teachers, and proves that 
the Jewish ritual was completely abolished- by 
the death of Christ. In the course of his argu- 
ment, he contrasts the present defection of the 
Galatians with their former zeal and love to 
him, and expresses a fear lest his preaching 
among them had been in vain ; he earnestly 
exhorts them to stand fast in the liberty of the 
gospel, without being again entangled in the 
bondage of legal ordinances ; he points out the 
moral and spiritual nature of the religion which 
he taught, in opposition to outward observances, 
and he concludes with a variety of directions 
and precepts, all tending to the advancement of 
virtue and holiness. 

The Epistle of Paul to the Ephesians vm 
wrilj^en dueing his first imprisonment at JRooic, 
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ibont the rear sixty ost. It coB»ists of six 
chapters, three of whieh are considered as doc- 
riDal^and three as practical. The apostle, af* 
ler saluting the saints atEphesus, expresses his 
gratitude to God for the blessings of the gospel, 
ind assures the Ephestans that since he had 
leard of their faith and charity, he had not 
eased to return thanks for them, and to pray 
hat their minds might be still farther enlighten- 
d^ He points out the excellency of the chris- 
lan dispensation and shews that the privilege 
f redemption is to be attributed exclusively to 
ivine grace. He declares' the mystery or hid- 
en purpose of God to be, that Gentiles as well 
s Jews sliould receive the benefits of the ne^r 
ovenant, and that for the conversion of the for- 
>er he had been commissioned as an apostle, 
[e desires the Ephesians not to be dejected on 
ccount of his sufferings; he exhorts them to 
nion, purity of manners, veracity and meek- 
ess; enjoins upon them the duty of charity ; 
)rbtds every species of licentiousness ; enfor- 
es the obligations of husbands, wives, children, 
nd servants ; recommends watchfulness and 
rmness in the christian warfare, and concludes 
ith a general benediction. 
The Epistle to the Philippians was written 
J St Paul about the year sixty two, and to* 
ards the end of his confinement at Rome. He 
id received from them by Epaphroditus an as- 
irance of their regard, and the offer of a supply 
' naoney, and it was in conseauence of this act 
kindness that he was induced to address them 
r letter. The apostle commences his Epistle 
ith salutations in his own tiame and that of 
imothj; declares his thankfulneiis for th^ 



308 

faith of the Pbilippians and pi^js for their cou- 
tinued improvement ; informs them that his im- 
prisonment had promoted the interests of the 
gospel» and asserts his readiness to die in the 
cause of his Redeemer ; exhorts them to live 
agreeably to their proCession, and not to be ter- 
rified at the opposition and threatenings of their 
adversaries; recommends harmony and hamili- 
tj ; expresses his intention of sending Timotbj 
to them, with a hope of being able to visit them 
himself; informs them that their messenger, 
£paphroditus, had been detained at Rome by u 
danserouB illness ; cautions them against false 
teachers; makes known his satisfaction gtail 
thankfulness for their liberality, and conc\udei 
in his usual manner. 

The Epistle to the Colossians was \trritten by 
Paul in the year sixtf two, and greatly resem- 
bles that to the Ephesians, Colosse was a city 
in Phrygia, where it is supposed that the gospel 
was first preached by Epaphras. The apostle, 
in his letter to the christians in this place* de* 
scribes the dignity of Christ and the universali- 
ty of the gospel dispensation. He mentions hi$ 
own appointment as an apostle to the Gentiles; 
expresses a tender concern for the Colossians 
and other christi&qs of Phrygia ; cautions theoi 
a^inst pagan philosophy and Judaizing; super- 
stition ; exhorts them to place their affectioas 
on things above, to avoid licentiousness, and to 
practise meekness, truth, humility, charity and 
devotion; pointsvout the duties of husbands, 
wives, children, fathers,. servants, and masters; 
inculcates the duty of prayer and of prudent be- 
haviour towards unbelievers, and concludes witli 
a salutation. 
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The first Epistle to the Thessaloniaos i^ sop-> 
posed to have been written by Paul, from Co- 
rinth, in the year fifty two. It is expressed ta 
terms of high commendation, earnestness, and 
afifection. He assures his brethren 'in ^hessa- 
tonica of the interest which thejr have in his^ 
prajers ; acicnqwiedges the readiness and sin- 
centy with which they had embraced the gospel, 
%nd the high reputation that the^ had acquired 
9^ turning; from the worship of idols to the ser* 
rice 6f me living God ;> reminds them of ibt^ 
manner in which he had preached to them ', com* 
forts them under their persecutions ; mentions 
lis repeated disappointments in regard to visit* 
Dg them ; declares the gratification which he 
lad received from Timothy's account of their 
'aithfutness ; exhorts to ourity, justice,Iove and 
>eace; dissuades them from excessive grief for 
:heir deceased friends and companions ; urges 
the importance of preparation for the last judge* 
nent, and concludes with a variety of practical 
>recepts and the usual blessing. 

The second Epistle to the Thessalooians was 
pvritten soon after the first, for the jpurpose of 
correcting an error into which they had fallen 
respecting Ae near approach of the final judge- 
ment With acknowledgements to God of their 
tnutual faith and love, and representations of the 
rewards promised to the saints, the apostle pre- 
dicts some important events which were to take 
place previous to the solemn transactions of the 
last day ; reminds the Thessalonians of the in* 
formation which he had before given them upon 
that subject; exhorts them to stedfastness ; 
prays to God for their consolation and estab- 
lishment, and desires their prayers for the sue* 
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cess of his ministrj. He, also* expresses his 
confidence in their sincerity ; cnutions them 
against associating with idle and disorderly per- 
sons, and recommends diligence and qaietness. 
The conclusion is similar to that of the precetl- 
ing £pistle« 



LESSON LXXV. 

Although the date of St. Paul*s first E^nstleto 
Timothy is a subject of some : dispute and un- 
certainty, yet it must, probably, have been «• 
bout the year sixty four. The principal object 
of the apostle, in writing to his son in the faith, 
was to give him instructions relative to the gov- 
ernment of the, church at Ephesus. After sa- 
luting him in an aSectioiiate manner and re- 
minding him of the reason for which he was left 
in that city, St Paul takes occasion, from the 
frivolous disputes of certain Judaizing teacbers, 
to assert the practical nature of the gospel and 
to shew its superiority over the law. H^idsot 
returns thanks to God for his own conaroissioiihl 
to the apostleship, and recommends toTimothj 
fidelity in the discharge of his sacred office ; he 
exhorts that prayers should be made for. all men, 
and, especial ly,Yor magistrates; he gives direc* 
tions for the conduct of women, and forbids 
their teaching in public ; he describes the quail* 
fications which should be possessed by those who 
minister in sacred things, and speaks of the 
mysterious nature of the system of redemption; 
he foretels that there will be apostates.and false 
teachers in the latter tiir-.sf he recommends to 
Timothy purity of manners and improvement of 
his spiritual gifts ; he directs him in regard to 
his behaviour towards persons in different situa- j 
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tions of life, and instructs him in several points 
of christian ductrine ; be cautions him against 
corrupt teachers, gives him several precepts and 
solemnly charges him to be faithful to his trust. 
The second Epistle of Timothy was written 
during the second confinement of St, Paul at 
Rome, about the year sixty five, and not long 
before his death. After the usual salutation, the 
apostle speaks of bis ministry and his suflTer- 
ings ; exhorts Timothy to stedfastness, con- 
stancy and diligence ; directs him to avoid fool- 
ish and unlearned questions and to practise and 
make known the great duties of the gospel ; de- 
scribes the apostacy and general wickedness of 
the last days and highly commends the holy 
Scriptures ; repeats his exhortations to dili- 
gence; points out his own dangers and hopes* 
and concludes with sundry private directions 
and salutations. 

St. Paul wrote his Epistle to Titus whom he 
had left in Crete, not long after his release from 
his first imprisonment at Rome. Crete was an 
island in the Mediterranean sea^ distinguished 
for its hundred cities, and the general profliga- 
cy and falsehood of its inhabitants. The apos- 
tle commences in his usual manner; intimates 
that he was appointed to his office by the ex- 
press command of God ; reminds Titus of the 
reason of his being leftjn Crete ; describes the 
qualifications of pastors ; cautions him against 
persons of corrupt principles, especially Judaiz- 
ihg teachers; $hews him what instructions are 
necessary to be given to people in different sit»- 
uatiuns of life f exhorts him to be exemplary in 
his conduct ; points out the pure and practical 
nature of the gospel ; enumerates some particu- 
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lar virtnea which he was to inculcate ; tells Un 
to avoid foolbh questions and friyolous disputes; 
directs him in what manner to proceed with 
heretics, and concludes with salutations. 

Philemon was an inhabitant of Colosse, and a 
person, as is supposed, of some distinctioa ia 
that city. Onesimus. his slave, bad run away 
from him and taken up his residence at Koaie« 
where he was found by St Paul, who converted 
him to Christianity and sent him back to his 
master, with a letter which is called the Bfustle 
to Philemon. In this the apostle intercedes in 
the most earnest and affectionate manner for the 
pardon of Onesimus. He speaks of him in 
terms calculated to soften the resentment of 
Philemon, engages to make full compeosation 
for any injury that mig^t have been sustained 
from him, and exhorts the master to reconcilia- 
tion and forgiveness by the endearing eonnexioa 
of christian brotherhood. This fipiatle is 
thought to have been written in the year slaty 
two. 

The Epistle to the Hebrews was sent from 
Italy, by St. Paul, in the year sixty three, for 
the purpose of confirming the Jewish Christians 
in the faith and practice of the gospel, which 
they might be in danger of deserting through 
the persuasion or persecution of their unbeiiev^ 
ing countrymen. The apostle commences by 
declaring to them that the same God who, in 
ages past, had spoken to their nation by the 
prophets, had now sent his ontj Son to make a 
full revelation of the divine will,' and to com- 
plete the dispensation which had been given to 
their fathers. He, then, describes, in tlie most 
sublime language^the dignity of the person of 
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Christ, from which he infers the duty of obedi- 
ence to his commands. In proceeding, he 
points out the necessity of the incarnation and 
passion of the Messiah, and shews his superior!-^ 
tj to Moses; warns the Hebrews against un- 
belief and apostacy ; describes, in an animated 
manner, the priesthood of Christ, by which the 
Xevitical ministry and the ceremonies of the 
law were abolished ; proves the inefficacy of 
former sacrifices and the sufficiency of the atone- 
ment which was made upon the cross ; explains 
the nature, merits and effects of faith, and ad- 
duces a variety of examples, from Abel down 
to the Judges and later prophets, in illustra- 
tion of its power and excellency ; gives a varie- 
ty, of exhortations calculated to encourage the 
Hebrews to bear with patience and constancy 
any trials to which their religion might expose 
them and concludes with his usual benediction. 
In this Epistle, the most important and in- 
tersting articles of our faith are explained, and 
the roost material objections to the gospel are 
answered with mat force. The arguments are 
brought from tne old testament, and. the con- 
nexion betwen former revelations and the gos- 
pel of Jesus Chrst is pointed out in the most 
perspicuous and satisfactory manner. 

The Epistle of James, the son of Alpheus, 
which is called general, from the circumstance 
that it is not aLddressed to any particular indi- 
vidual or church, was designed to animate the 
Jewish christians to support with fortitude and 
patience the afflictions to which their profession 
of Christianity might subject them, and to en- 
force the genuine doctrines and practice of the 
j^ospel in opposition to the errors and vices 
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which )>reyaile(I. The. apostle commences by 
shewing the benefits of trials and sufferings and 
assures those to whom he wrote that God would 
listen to their sincere prayers for assistance and 
support. He reminds them of their being the 
distinguished objects of God's favour, and ex- 
horts uiem to practical religion, to a just and 
impartial regard for the poor, ^nd to an uniform 
obedience to all the divine commands without 
any exception. He sets forth the importance 
of good works in connexion with faith ; incul« 
cates the necessity of a strict government of 
the tongue ; cautions against censoriousness, 
strife, malice, pride, sensual indulgence and 
rash judgement; denounces threats against the 
abuse ofriches ; intimates the approaching de- 
struction of Jerusalem, and concludes wim ex- 
hortations to patience, devotion, and a solicitous 
concern for the salvation of others. The Epistle 
of James was, probably, written in Jerusalem, 
about the year sixty one. 

LESSONlLxxyi. 

The first Epistle of St Peter was written 
from Rome, about the year sixty four, and is 
addressed to the strangers scattered through Pon- 
tus, Galatia, Capadocia, Asia and Bithynia. 
The apostle, after a salutation in the manner of 
Paul, returns thanks to God for the blessings of 
the gospel, which he observes had been distinct- 
ly^ foretold by the prophets. He, then, exhorts 
his christian brethren to purity and holiness, and 
represents the passion or Christ as fore ordain- 
ed from before the foundation of the world, and 
Its benefits as extending to all eternity. He re- 
commends meekness, self government^ and obe- 
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dience to magistrates; enforces the duties of 
servants, wives and husbands ; enjoins harmonj, 
compassion, courtesy, a rational knowledge of 
the raith of the gospel and a steady adherence 
to it under trials and temptations; inculcates, 
from a consideration of the last judgement, so- 
briety, devotion and universal benevolence ; 
encourages christians to bear afBictions with re- 
signation and cheerfulness ; gives directions for 
the conduct of persons of different ages and 
conditions; recommends mutual subjection, hu- 
mility, and vigilance, and adds a general bene- 
diction and doxolo^y. 

The second Epistle of Peter was written 
about a year subsequent to the former, and is 
addressed to the same persons. In this he rep* 
resents the glorious promises of the gospel dis- 
pensation; exhorts his brethren to cultivate 
those virtues and graces which would make their 
calling and election sure; expresses his anxiety 
to remind them of their duty, at a time when 
he was conscious of his approaching end ; de- 
clares the divine origin of Christianity which 
was attested by a voice from heaven and by the 
sure word of prophecy ; predicts the rise of her- 
esies and false doctrines, and denounces judge- 
ments against those who should desert the truth, 
while its adherents would be spared like Noah 
and Lot in former times ; describes the charac- 
ter and declares the end of false teachers ; rep- 
resents the certainty and suddenness of the 
day of judgement ; alludes to some of the ob- 
scurities of Paul's epistles, and concludes with 
a solemn exhortation to perseverance in the 
faith and a continual advancement in the graces 
of a christian life. 



St. 'lAn, in bis first general Epistle, which is 
supposed to have beeQ written in the year sixtj 
nine* assures the christian converts, that he 
had seen and heard every thing which he had 
delivered to them concerning the Saviour ; he 
points out the efficacy of the blood of Christ in 
doing away the guilt and the punishment of hin ; 
he condemns those who assert their innocence 
and purity ; he declares the universality of the 
atonement ; he states the knowledge of God to 
consist in obedience; he cautions disciples 
against the love of the world and the doctrines 
of false teachers ; he inculcates mutual afiection 
from a consideration of the Iqve of God to^ man- 
kind ; he condemns those who deny the incar- 
nation of Christ, and he pronounces that the 
whole world lieth in wickedness, dnd that eter- 
nal life is only through the Son of God. 

The secondf Epistle of St. John is directed to 
a person who is called the elect lady, and was, 
probably written about the same time as the 
former. The design of the writer was to cau- 
tion the person whom he addresses a^inst those 
false teachers who asserted that Christ was not 
in reality a man, but such only in appearance ; 
and that his sufferings were not what they seem- 
ed to be. This doctrine, with its advocates, he 
condemns, and, also, inculcates the necessity 
of obedience to the commands of God, and mu- 
tual love and benevolence among christians. 

The third Epistle of St. John, which, like the 
second, consists of only one chapter, is address- 
ed to a man by the name of Gaios, who is com* 
mended for his hospitality to christian strangers. 
The conduct of Diotrephes, who had assumed 
to himself an undue authority, is condemned 
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by the apostle ; the good character of Demetri- 
us is acknowledged»and an earnest exhortation 
is given to Gains to continue steadfast in the 
ways of holiness as the only evidence of his be- 
ing bom of God. 

St Jude was on^ of the twelve apostles, and 
is, ajso, called Judas, Lebbeus ana Thaddeus. 
His Epistle is addressed to them that are sanc- 
tified by God the Father, and preserved in Christ 
Jesus, and called ; that is, to all true christians 
without distinction. The writer exhorts his 
brethren to contend earnestly for the faith which 
was originally deliverd to the saints in opposi- 
tion t9the erroneous doctrines of false teachers, 
whose characters and destiny he makes known. 
He speaks of the divine judgements which had 
been inflicted upon apostate angels and ungodly 
men ; he denounces woe against all persons of 
impious and profligate lives ; he alludes to the 
predictions of the apostles concerning scoffers 
who should appear in the last days, and he ex- 
horts the disciples of Jesus to preserve them- 
selves in the true faith and love of God, and to 
use their best exertions for the safety and recov- 
ery of others. The date of St. Jude'ft Epistle is 
placed by commentators about the year seventy. 

The last book in the new testament is called 
the Revelation of St. John, the divine. It was 
written in the isle of Patmos, to which place the 
apostle had been banished by the Roman Empe- 
ror Domitian, about the year ninety five, and 
where he was favoured bj his ascended Master 
with the most sublime visions, opening to him 
the future progress, sufferings and triumphs of 
the christian church. In the first chapter, St; 
John asserts the divine authority of the predic* 
26* - 



ttoDg which he is about to deliver j describes the 
glorious appearance of the Saviour in the midst 
of seven golden candlesticks, and declares that 
he receiv^ from him a command to writ^ an 
exact account of all that he should witness. The 
second and third chapters contain seven Epis- 
tles to the seven churches of Asia, namelj, of 
Ephesus, Sm jrnst, Pergamus, Th jatira, Sardis, 
Philadelphia and Laodicea« which relate cbiefij 
to their tiien respective circumstances and situa- 
tion, kt the fourth chapter the prophetic visions 
begin, and reach to the end of the book. They 
contain a prediction, under the roost strikino^ 
figures and similitudes, of all the remarkable 
revolutions and events which were to take place 
in the christian church from the time of the 
apostle to the dissolution of the world. To ex- 
plain this book perfectly, says Bishop Newton, 
is not the work of one man or of one age, and, 
probably, it will never be clearly understood 
until it is all fulfilled. It is graciously design- 
ed that the gradual accomplishment of these pre- 
dictions should afford,. in every succeeding age, 
additional testimony to the truth and divine or- 
igin of our holy religion. 



REMARKS. 

1. Patmos is a small island in the JEgean sea ' 
between Icaria and the promontory of MiJetus. 
St. John remained here in exile about two years, 
after which .he returned to Ephesus where he 
died. 

2. The seven churches to which the apostle 
wrote were situated in Pro- consular Asia. They 
were originally, and, for a long time, in a floor- 
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ishin^ condition, but are now in It state of great 
spiritual desolation. 

3. The books of the new testament were^ 
with) perhaps, the exception of St Matthew's 
gospeU originally written in the Greek language. 
The transiation of our common Bibles was made 
in the reign of James, the first, king of England^ 
in the year of our Lord 1610, oy forty seven 
persons appointed for that purpose. 

4i That the several books of the new testa- 
ment were written by the persons whose names 
they bear, is proved by the earliest christian his- 
torians and their universal reception in the 
churches; and that they contain a true account 
of events, is evident from the fulfilment of 
prophecies relative to the destruction of Jeru- 
salem ; from the nature of the doctrines and du- 
ties that they teach ; from the characters and 
the sufferings of their authors ; from the insti- 
tutions of* which they point out the reason and 
the origin ; from the harmony and consistency 
which pervade the whole, and from the wonder- 
ful success which attended the first promulga- 
tion of the gospel. 
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'Phis book should be returned to 
3re the last date 
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